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PREFACE. 


TH  E  following  Sheets  are  prefented  to 
the  Public  on  a  Preemption  that  they 
may  be  ferviceable.  The  Author,  at  leaft,  is 
not  confcious  of  having  maintained  any  Opi- 
nion through  Prejudice,  of  afferting  any  Fact 
without  Authority,  or  of  having  followed 
any  other  Guide  than  Reafon  and  Experience. 

The  firft  Sketch  of  this  EfTay  was  origi- 
nally wrote  in  the  Year  1748,  and  defigned 
for  a  fmall  Circle  of  Friends,  who  weekly 
fubrnitted  to  each  others  Examination  their 
thoughts  on  the  different  Difeafes  of  the  hu- 
man 
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man  Body.  As  it  happened  to  meet  with 
their  Approbation,  the  Author  frequently  re- 
vifed  it,  and  from  Time  to  Time  added  fuch 
Obfervations  as  occured  to  him. 

In  the  Year  1752,  when  he  was  a  Candi- 
date for  a  Degree  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edin-r 
burgh,  he  digefted  his  fcattered  Obfervations 
with  greater  Accuracy,  and  made  them  public 
in  a  Form  no  other  wife  differing  from  the 
prefent,  than  that  the  Language  was  Latin, 
and  the  Plan  more  confined. 

The  firft  Part  of  this  Effay  contains  the  ge- 
neral Doctrine  concerning  Dropfies ;  in  which 
the  Seat  and  Nature  of  this  Difeafe,  the 
Symptoms  obfervable,  and  the  different 
Caufes,  are  confideredj  the  Circumftances  from 
which  the  Event  may  probably  be  foretold 
are  pointed  out,   and  the  proper  Indications  of 

Cure 
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Cure  are  laid  down,  with  the  Method  of  exe- 
cuting each. 

In  the  fecond  Part,  which  treats  of  t|ie 
different  Species  of  the  Difeafe,  the  fame  Or- 
der is  obferved  as  in   the  former. 

As  the  Knowledge  of  the  latter  Parts  de- 
pends on  what  has  preceded,  the  whole  is  di- 
vided into  Se&ions,  to  which  Numbers  are 
prefixed  ;  fo  that  by  referring  to  thefe,  Repe- 
titions are  avoided. 

The  firft  Edition  of  this  Effay  was  published 
in  the  Year  1755,  the  iecond  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  1756,  fince  which  Time  the  Author 
has  made  many  Additions  and  Corre&ions,  and 
by  a  careful  Attention  to  the  numerous  Cafes 
which  have  occurred  to  him  in  the  Courfe  of 
his  Pra&ice  in  large  Hofpitals,  by  obferving 
the  Effedts  of  the  different  Medicines  which 

have 


x  PREFACE. 

have  been  propofed  for  the  Cure  of  dropfical 
Diforders,  and  by  converting  with  other  Phy- 
ficians  of  extenfive  Practice,  has  endeavoured 
to  render  this  Effay  more  compleat  and 
ufeful. 

-  N.  B.  The  Hi/lories  of  Cafes  marked 
thus  *^*  are  AbftraBs  from  the  Notes  of  a 
Fhyfician  juftly  ejleemedfor  his  Knowledge  in  his 
ProfeJJion,  but  who  dejired  that  his  Name  might 
not  be  mentioned* 
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ERRATA    CORRIGENDA. 

Page  4,  line  4,    for  t'/opyAwcro-or,  read  v£^yKv<TGQV* 
for  fometime,  read  fometimes . 
for  watery  Liquor,   read  <watery  Liquors, 
for  federals,  read  federal. 
for  ^  w<z.f  <2^/^  ?o  /?>  donvri;  read  i>£  /#y  down. 
after  broad  Jhouldered  Irocar,  add  ^  a  particu- 
lar Make. 
ibid.         19,   for  covered  its  Orifice,  read  ficpt  the  End  of  the 
Tube  ivztb  a  Dojfil,  and  put  a /ticking  Plaif- 
ter  over  its  Orifice. 
188,        21,  for  fiolem,  read  fiolum. 
ibid,        22,  for  ilk  patiuntur,  read  illi  patiuntur 
197,        17,  for  laxeture,   read  laxetur. 
204,       20,  for  Almond  and  Emulfion,  read  Almond  Emulfion* 
208,        16,   for  relinquinda,  read  relinquenda. 
218,        18,  forfieted,  read  fietid. 
220,         15,  for  Enquiries,  read  Inquiries 6 


O    F 


DROPSIES 


I.  T^HE  Cavities  of  an  animal  Body,  how- 
JL  ever  empty  they  may  appear  after 
Death,  are  all  of  them  during  Life  filled  either 
with  Fluids,  or  yvith  folid  Subflances,  or  with 
both ;  and  their  Side  %  t  which  are  compofed 
either  of  Bones,  Cartilages,  Ligaments,  Mem- 
branes,  or  Mufcles,  have  a  conftant  Preffure  to 
fuftain  from  the  Bulk,  Weight,  or  Rarefadlion 
of  their  Contents. 

2.  The  Cavities  are-  of  four  different  Kinds. 
i.  Thofe  in  which  '  the  Blood,  and  other 
Liquors  pf  the  Body  circulate;  fuclr  as  the 
Heart,  Arteries,  Veins,  and  other  Veffek  2. 
Thofe  which  receive  the  Liquors  fecreted  from 

B  the 
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the  common  Mafs  of  Blood,  in  order  to  con- 
vey them  out  of  the  Body,  or  to  depofit  them 
in  fome  larger  Cavity;  fuch  as  the  Alimentary 
Canal,  the  Windpipe,  the  Gall  and  Urinary 
Bladders,  the  Uterus.  3.  Thofe  Cavities  which 
have  Liquors  deposited  in  them  by  the  Exha- 
lant  Arteries,  and  from  which  there  is  no  other 
Egrefs  but  by  the  abforbent  Veins ;  fuch  are  the 
cellular  Membranes,  the  Ova  in  the  Ovarium. 
4.  Thofe  that  contain  other  Organs;  as  the 
Head,  Thorax,  Abdomen,  Scrotum,  and  Cap- 
fute  of  the  Joints.  All  of  this  lafl:  Species  have 
their  internal  Surface  conftantly  moiftened  with 
fine  thin  Liquors  thrown  out  from  the  Orifices 
of  numerous  Arteries,  to  be  taken  up  again  by 
the  like  Extremities  of  abforbent  Veins  (a). 

3- The 

(a)  Formerly  Branches  of  the  Veins  carrying  red  Blood, 
were  believed  to  open  into  the  Cavities,  and  to  perform  the 
Office  of  Abforbents  5  but  we  now  know  from  certain  Ex- 
periments, that  the  valvular  lymphatic  Veins  are  a  Syftem 
of  abforbent  Veflels,  and  distributed  through  the  whole 
human  Body;  and  it  is  even  doubted  whether  any  other 
VefTels  but  they,  and  the  la&eals,  a£t  as  Abforbents.  Some 
Experiments  have  been  brought  to  fupport  this  laft  Opinion, 

while 
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3.  The  Fluids  contained  in  the  firft,  and  the 
greater  Part  of  the  fecond  Species  of  Cavities, 
being  compofed  cf  various  heterogeneous  Par- 
ticles endued  with  different  Properties,  give  Rife 
to  innumerable  Diflempers.  But  a  few  of  the 
fecond,  and  all  the  third  and  fourth  Kind  of 
Cavities,  abound  with  thin  watery  Liquors, 
which,  when  collected  in  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary natural  Quantity,  caufe  the  Difeafe  called 
i&pur±  by  the  Greeks,   and  from  thence   named 

Dropfy  (b)  by  the  Englifh;  the  Phenomena, 

Caufes, 

while  thofe  of  eminent  Authors  fhould  feem  to  prove  that 
the  Extremities  of  red  Veins  afiift  in  this  Office. 

(b)  Dropfy  is  a  Corruption  of  the  Greek  word  J«Tp*4> 
derived  from  JJW  TVater. 

-  From  this  Word  J^«yp,  compounded  with  the  Name 
either  of  the  difeafed  Part,  or  of  the  Quality  of  the  extra- 
vafated  Liquor,  or  of  the  Name  of  fomething  which  the 
tumified  Part  was  thought  to  refemble,  were  formed  the 
Greek  Names  of  the  different  forts  of  Dropfies  :  Thus, 

Hydrocephalus,  vfpoMQAtot,  or  ifpoMyahop,  Dropfy  cf 
the  Head)  from  JJ\yp,  and  wytLkh  the  Head, 

Hydrophthalmia,  vcPpop^AA^/ei,   Dropfy  of  the  Eye,  from 
»^«p,  and  cpSitA^oj  the  Eye. 

B  %  HydrogiofTum, 
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Caufes,  and  different  Kinds  of  which,  with  the 
Prognofis  and  Method  of  Cure,  are  the  Subject 
of  this  Effay. 

HydrogloiTum,  vfopyKatrffov,  Dropfy  of  the  Tongue,  from 
JJVjp,  and   yhcduaeL  the  Tongue. 

Hydrarthron,  u^p^p^poi',  Dropfy  of  a  Joint,  from  C£a?, 
and  ctpdpov  a  Joint'. 

Hydromphalum,  'j^po^pct/W,  Dropfy  of  the  Navel,  from 
t5c^yp,  and    oij.qcthos  the  Navel. 

•    Hydrocardia,  vcPpojt^pJW,  Water  in  the  Pericardium,  from 
J^jp,  and  act^ict  the  Heart. 

Hydrocele,  vfyoMto),  any  Jort  of  watery  Tumor,  but  by 
Cuftom  confined  to  fignify  only  Collections  of  Water  in  the 
Scrotum,  from  J/Wp,  and  mra  a  Tumor. 

Hydrops  Anafarca,  \,£$u>\  a.v&ed$iLtL,  a  Dropfy  among  the 
Flejh,  from  <lvcl,  between  or  among,  and   crapf  Flejh. 

Hydrops  Leueophlegtnatia,  KzvKopteyy.diTia,  from  kivwv 
white,  and   ^Kzyyict  Phlegm. 

Hydrops  .A'fcirqs,  'jmtmtw*  Dropfy  of  the  Belly,  from  ewnot, 
a  Bottle,  the  Belly,  when  diftended  with  Water,  being 
thought  to  referable  a  full  Bottle. 


PART 


PART        L 

O  F    T  H  E 

DROPSY 

IN     GENERAL. 
SYMPTOMS, 


I  quors  colleded  in  a  Cavity  diftends  its 
Sides,  and  enlarges  its  Size,  preffes  on  the  far- 
rounding  Parts,  difturbs  their  Fundions,  and 
gives  an  uncafy  Senfe  of  Weight  to  the  Pa-^ 
iient.    • 

5.  Thefe  Symptoms  appear  fooner  or  later, 
are  milder  or  more  feve'fe,  in  proportion  to-— 

B  3  1  •  The 
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I.  The  greater  or  lefs  Force  with  which  the 
Sides  of  the  Cavity  containing  the  Water  relift 
the  Diftention. — 2.  The  falter  or  flower  Re- 
pletion of  the  Cavity  by  the  extravafated  Li- 
quor.— 3.  The  Degree  of  Senfibility  in  the 
Sides  of  the  diftended  Cavity. — 4.  The  Ufe- 
fulnefs,  &c.  of  the  neighbouring  Organs. 

6.  Limpid  Water  will  not  of  itfelf  change 
the  Colour  of  the  Parts  in  which  it  is  con- 
tained ;  and  therefore  Dropfical  Parts  which 
Light  can  pervade,  when  viewed  between  the 
Eye  and  a  bright  Light,  appear  pellucid.  But 
as  the  Water  of  Dropfies  is  not  always  pure 
(c)y  the  want  of  Pellucidity  mud  not  be  taken 
for  a  certain  Sign  that  the  Difeaft  is  not  a 
Dropfy. 

7.  Water  collected  in  a  foft  Part  yields  to 
the  Touch,  and  may  be  felt  fluctuating ;   but 

(c)  I  have  often  feen  it  of  a  greenifh,  a  brown,  or  a 
bloody  Colour :  fomctimes  alfo  it  refembles  Milk,  of  which 
fee  Hiftories  in  BaJJii  Obf.  Med.  die.   2.  obf.  J.-^-Hj/?.  de 

FAcad.  des  Sciences,  1700  &  1710. 

when 
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when  the  Sides  cf  the  Cavity  in  which  it  is 
collected  are  thick,  or  of  a  rigid  Texture,  or 
are  very  full  and  greatly  diftended,  or  when 
the  Quantity  of  the  contained  Water  is  very 
fmall,  this  undulatory  Motion  of  the  Fluid  is 
fcarce  perceptible, 

8.  When  the  thinner  Parts  of  the  Water  fo 
collected  are  abforbed  by  the  Veins,  the  Re- 
mainder grows  thick,  acquires  a  mucous  or  ge- 
latinous Confiftence,  and  the  Difeafe  then  puts 
on  a  different  Appearance  (d). 

g.  The  Organs  macerated  in  this  hydropic 
Fluid  become  foft,  lax,  and  weak. — If  the 
Water  turns  acrid  it  corrodes  the  neighbouring 
Parts,  and  fome  of  its  acrid  Particles  being  ab- 
forbed and  mixed  with  the  Blood  bring  on 

(d)  Hiftories  of  Hyda.tides,  gelatinous,  fteatomatous? 
and  other  Tumours  found  in  the  Ovarium.  Nuck  Adeno- 
graph.  cap,  8.  and  Philofopb.  Tranf.  No.  466.^?.  4..— Thick 
gelatinous  Matter  among  the  Mufcles,  with  a  large  hy- 
dropic Sac  adhering  to  the  Womb.  Epbm.  German,  1742* 
shf,  94.— Jelly  in  the  Abdomen.    Barbette  Prax.  p.  169. 

B  4  Fevers, 
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Fevers,  Convulfions,  and  other  Symptoms  of 
acrid  circulating  Fluids  :  hence  we  fee  how 
Dropfies  may  produce  many  other  Diforders(*). 

10.  Hydropical  Waters,  by  their  PreiTbreon 
the  Veffels  near  them,  mud  obftrucl  more  or 
lefs  the  Courfe  of  the  Blood,  particularly  in  the 
Veins  3  and  therefore,  when  this  Preffure  affects 
any  considerable  Veffels,  the  Heart  and  Lungs 
are  in  danger  of  being  gorged  with  too  much 
Blood;    efpecially  when    the  Motion   of  the 

(e)  The  Surface  of  the  Heart  and  Pericardium  is  often 
eroded  by  Water  contained  in  this  lad:  named  Cavity,  of 
which  fee  Examples  in  Acl.  Hafnienf.  vol,  1.  obf  89.  Fran. 
Syhii.  Prax.  Med.  lib.  i.  cap.  26.  fee.  26. — The  Diaphragm 
has  been  perforated  by  the  Erofion  of  Water  contained  in  a 
Cyft  in  the  Thorax.  Act,  Hafnienf.  vol  2.  obf  16'.— -The 
Water  of  an  Afcites  became  fo  acrid  and  corrupted,  that 
when  it  was  let  out  after  Death,  it  produced  Symptoms 
equal  to  thofe  proceeding  from  a  Peftilential  Vapour,  the 
Perfon  who  let  it  out  fell  into  a  Putrid  Fever,  and  angry 
Puftules  arofe  from  every  Part  of  his  Hands  or  Fingers  on 
which  the  lead  Drop  of  the  Water  had  fallen.  Phikfph* 
Tranf  No.  454.  fctl.  4,— -In  almoft  all  afcitical  Bodies 
we  find  more  or  lefs  of  the  Inteftines  inflamed  or  corroded 
by  the  Water. 

Fluids 
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Fluids  is  accelerated  by  Exercife,  Fever,  ftimu- 
lating  Food,  or  the  like  Caufes.  Hence  the 
Dyfpnea  and  frequent  Cough  of  many  hydro- 
pic People  ffjy  and  the  more  than  ordinary 
Size  of  the  Heart  obferved  in  the  Direction  of 
fuch  (g). 

CAUSES. 

lie  Many  and  various  are  the  Caufes  of 
Dropfies,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  fol- 
lowing. 

12.  A  Weaknefs  and  Laxity  of  the  Fibres: 
for  when  the  Veffels  do  not  act  with  fufficient 
Force,  the  Fluids  become  of  a  watery  Con- 
fidence, and  the  Orifices  of  the  exhaling  Ar- 
teries being  too  weak,  allow  a  greater  Quan- 

(f)  I  cannot  afTert,  as  many  Writers  have  done,  that 
Dropfies  are  always  attended  with  Dyfpnea  and  Cough  j 
for  daily  Experience  (hews  us  that  feveral  Species  and  De- 
grees of  Dropfy  occafion  neither  of  thefe  Symptoms. 

(g)  Many  Obfervations  of  the  large  Size  of  the  Hearts 
of  thofe  who  died  of  Dropfies  may  be  read  in  Bonet.  Sepul- 
tbreU  AnaU  lib*  2  &f  3. 

tity 
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thy  of  Liquors  than  ordinary  to  pafs  through 
them,  while  the  abiorbent  Veins  being  weak- 
ened in  at  lead  an  equal  Proportion,  do  not 
take  up  fo  much  as  they  were  wont  to  do. 

This  Weaknefs  may  be  brought  on  by  many 
different  Caufes :  for  Example,  by  any  great 
Evacuation,  efpecially  by  Bleeding  (>4);  by  a 
moid  Climate  (*)$  by   an  unacYtve  fedentary 

(h)  A  fubcutaneous  Dropfy  occafioned  by  the  menftruaj 
Difcharge  continuing  too  long.  Forejl,  lib.  19  obf  35.— 
By  Vomiting  of  Blood.  Ibid,  obf,  42. — Two  Hiftories  of 
the  like  Dsfeafe  from  frequent  and  long  Bleeding  at  the 
^Jofe.  Schenk.  Obf.  lib.  3.  de  Hydrope,  obf.  9. —  A  Dropfy 
from  piiHng  of  Blood.  Ibid,  obf  12. — Two  Dropfies  oc- 
cafioned by  too  frequent  letting  of  Blood.  Mifcellan.  Curiof 
Acad.  Nat,  Curiof  dec.  2.  ann.  2.  obf  169. —By  Lofs  of  Blood 
on  opening  Veflels  under  the  Tongue.  Ibid,  anno  10.  obf 
34. — -One  from  a  Flooding  after  an  Abortion  in  the  third 
Month.  Hoffman.  Oper.  torn.  3.  cap,  14.  de  Hydrope,  obf  3. 
— An  Afcites  after  vomiting  eighteen  Pounds  of  Blood. 
River,  Obf  Commun.  15.  p,  556. — The  fame  from  a  fpit-r 
ting  of  Blood.    Lifter,  Exercit.  Med.  de  Hydrope,  agrot.  2. 

(t)  People  in  Holland,  and  other  fenny  Countries,  are 
more  fubjeft  to  Dropfies  than  thofe  who  live  in  a  more 
pure  dry  Air. 

Life 
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Life  (k);  by  too  thin  watery  Diet  (/);  by  Dif- 
eafes  that  caufe  a  Diminution  of  the  Strength, 

either 

(k)  A  Hydrops  Pectoris  from  a  fedentary  ftudious  Life. 
Bonet.  Sepulch.  Anat.  lib.  ii.  feci.  I.  obf  76. — Ramazzini  de 
Morb.  Artific.  mews,  by  a  Variety  of  Examples,  how  fre- 
quent Dropfies  are  among  thofe  People  whofe  Employment 
requires  a  fedentary  Life,  and  expofes  them  to  Moifture. 

(})  A  young  Woman,  a  Nurfe,  having,  in  order  to 
irj.creafe  her  Milk,  drunk  immoderately,  Night  and  Day, 
of  Beer,  fometimes  by  itfelf,  fometimes  mixed  with  Milk, 
contracted  a  monftrous  Afcites.  Willis,  Pharm.  Ration* 
part  2.  c#p.  3.  feci.  2. — See  fuch  another  Cafe  in  Mifcel 
Curiof.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  ann.  9.  obf.  133 — An  Afcites  from 
frequent  Haemorrhages,  and  the  too  liberal  Ufe  of  fmall 
Liquors.  Pbilof.  Tranf.  No.  471.  feci.  15. — The  follow- 
ing Cafe  I  had  from  Dr.  Fothergiil: A  Perfbn  who  had 
been  ordered  to  drink  Barley-Water  plentifully,  to  remove  a 
Fever,  drank  about  fix  Quarts  of  this  Liquor  daily,  during 
a  Month,  and  acquired  an  obftinate  and  almoft  incurable 
Anafarca. — Schuhius  tells  us  a  very  pretty  Experiment  re- 
lating to  this  Subject  :  he  bled  a  very  ftrong  Dog  till  he  al- 
moft fainted,  and  then  forcing  him  to  fwallow  a  large 
Quantity  of  Water,  he  foon  became  Hydropic.  De  Elajlic. 
Effecl.  in  Haller.  Difput.  Anat.  vol.  iii.  p.  670.  Dr.  Hales 
opened  the  jugular  Vein  of  a  living  Dog,  and  fixed  in  it 
the  one  End  of  a  long  Tube  directed  towards  the  Heart ; 
and  then  poured  into  a  Funnel,  fixed  at  the  other  End  of 

the 
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cither  of  the  whole  Body  (m),  or  of  fome  par- 
ticular Part  (n). 

Whatever , 

the  Tube,  blood  warm  Water,  which  entered  the  Vein, 
with  a  Force  equal  to  that  of  the  Heart,  by  the  Tube's  being 
f  aifed  to  a  proper  Height ;  and  very  foon  after  he  obferved 
that  as  the  Water  was  poured  into  the  Tube,  the  Blood 
which  run  out  of  the  cut  Vein,  above  where  the  Pipe  was 
iixed,  became  gradually  more  and  more  diluted  ;  and  that 
in  half  an  Hour  the  Creature  was  quite  dropfical,  having 
both  the  Cellular  Membranes  and  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen 
filled  with  a  watery  Liquor.     See  Hamajiat.  Exp.  14. 

(m)  We  had  a  great  many  Cafes  in  the  Military  Hofpi- 
tals  in  Germany,  during  the  late  War,  of  Dyfenteries, 
Fevers,  and  Agues,  which  were  fucceeded  with  dropfical 
Swellings  either  of  the  lower  Extremities  or  of  the  whole 
Body. — Such  daily  occur  at  St.  George's  and  the  other  Hof- 
pitajs  about  London — and  numerous  Examples  of  this  Kind 
are  related  by  Hoffman^  Forrejlus^  and  other  practical  Au- 
thors. 

(«)  A  Hydrocele  from  a  Bruife  on  the  Saddle.  Turner's 
Surgery  1  vol.  i.  p.  229. — A  Dropfy  of  the  Belly  from  a 
Blow  on.  the  Right  Side.  Mead.  Mon.  Med.  cap.  8.— Of  the 
Foot  from  a  Luxation  of  the  Ancle.  River.  Cent.  3.  obf. 
75* — We  had  in  the  Year  1755,  in  St.  George's  Hofpital, 
a  Patient,  Robert  Damyerin9  who  was  received  into  the 
Houfe  for  an  Anafarca,  which  he  attributed  to  a  Sprain  of 

his 
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Whatever  is  the  original  Caufe  of  a  Dropfy, 
it  may  be  concluded,  from  Sec.  9  and  10,  that 
more  or  lefs  of  the  Patient's  Body  will  be 
weakened  by  fuch  a  Collection  of  extravafated 
Fiuids,  and  that  in  Proportion  to  the  Extent, 
Continuance,  and  Effects-  of  the  Difeafe ;  and 
therefore  the  Dropfy  itfelf  is  acceffary  to  the 
Increafe,  or  even  to  the  bringing  on  of  this 
Caufe  which  we  have  been  now  confidering* 

33.  When  the  proper  Organs  for  the  Ex- 
cretion of  watery  Liquors  do  not  allow  them 
to  pafs  off,  the  fuperfluous  watery  Serum  th&t 
remains  in  the  Body  is  often  thrown  into  fome 
of  the  Cavities,  and  occafiohs  dropflcal  Swel- 
lings in  thofe  Parts  (0) ;   And  the  Retention  of 

thofe 

his  Wrift  in  lifting  a  Burthen  ;  immediately  he  faid  his 
Wrift  began  to  f welly  and  the  Swelling  fpread  from  thence 
all  over  his  Body, 

(1?)  A  fubcutaneous  Dropfy  from  a  Suppreffion  of  the 
Menfes.  Forefi.  lib.  io,.  obf  34:—  Afcites  from  a  Step- 
page  of  the  Hemorrhoids.  Ibid,  obf  39.— From  an  ha- 
bitual plentifu)  Swekti&g  in  the  Hams  ceafin^.  Acl,  Phytic* 
Med*  a,  n,  c*   Vol  v.    obf.  2. — From  both  Kidneys  being 

fmffed 
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thofe  Liquors  in  the  Blood  longer  than  the  or- 
dinary Time,  increafing  too  much  their  Ten- 
dency to  the  putrefcenr,  contributes,  as  well 
as  the  Abforption  of  the  effufed  Liquors,  to 
the  Thirft  which  many  hydropic  People  com- 
plain of. 

Women  being  more  fubjecl  to  a  Stoppage  of 
the  natural  Excretions,  and  of  a  weaker  Frame, 
are  alledged  to  be  more  frequently  attacked  by 
Dropfies,  than  Men. 

14.  Whatever  obftrucls  the  Circulation  of 
the  Blood  in  the  larger  VeiTels,  may  produce 
a  Dropfy :  For  if  the  Blood  be  flopped  in  the 
large  Veflels,  the  fmaller  ones  are  over-filled, 
and  the  thin  or  watery  Part  of  the  Blood  is  for- 
ced off  into  Cavities  through  the  lateral  arte- 

ftuffed  with  Mucus.  Bonet.  Sepulch.  Anat.  lib  3.  feft  21. 
clj-t  8, — From  the  Left  Kidney  confumed  by  an  Ulcer, 
and  the  Right  one  totally  obftru&ed  by  a  Stone.  Bartholin. 
Epift.  Cent.  4.  epijl.  17.— From  a  Dyfuria.  Lifter.  Ex- 
trcit.  Med.  de  Hydrope,  MgroU  15.— From  a  fudden  Stop- 
page of  Urine.  MifceU  Curiof.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  3.  arm.  5.  & 
6.  obf.  185. 

nous 
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rious  Branches  ;  while  the  abforbent  Veins  be- 
ing alfo  full,  and  gorged  with  Liquors,  the  bi- 
bulous Mouths  of  their  Capillaries  take  up  little 
or  nothing.  It  is  in  this  Way  that  the  Legs 
of  People  in  the  Afcites,  and  of  Women  with 
Child,  become  cedematous ;  and  that  nume- 
rous Dropfles  are  produced  by  Polypi  (J))  in  the 
Heart  or  large  Veffels,  by  Schirri  (y),  Impoft- 

humes 

(p)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Breaft  and  Abdomen,  from  aPo* 
lypus  in  each  Ventricle  of  the  Heart.  Ephem.  German, 
dec.  2.  ann.  6.  obf  232.' — See  many  Hiflories  of  Afcites 
from  the  fame  Caufe.      Bonet.  Sepulcb,   lip.  3.  fee,   21, 

,bf.z. 

(q)  In  Benefits' s  Sepulcb.  Anat.  lib.  3.  and  moft  other 
medical  Obfervators,  there  are  numerous  Hiflories .  of 
DropGes  from  Schirri  of  the  Vifcera.  I  have  feen  many 
Examples  myfelf  of  Dropiles  from  a  fchirrous  Stomach, 
Liver,  Spleen,  Pancreas,  and  Ovaria.  Two  uncommoa 
Cafes  which  I  faw  in  the  Year  1752  I  fhall  here  relate  : 
One  — ! —  Mac  Donald,  a  Soldier,  being  feized  with  a 
quartan  Ague  in  Flanders,  after  fome  Time  obferved  a 
Tumour  in  his  left  Side  below  the  Ribs,  and  foon  after  all 
his  Belly  fwelled.  He  returned  to  Scotland,  and  was  taken 
Into  the  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  died.  His  Bo- 
dy being  opened,  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Water  was 

found 
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humes  (r),   Tumours,    and* other  Caufes  of 

Obflru&ion  or  Compreffion  (5). 

13.  Such 

found  in  his  Belly,  2nd  a  fchirrous  Spleen  befet  with  two 
little  Bags,  which  contained  about  fix  or  (even  Ounces  of 
Water  -,  the  whole  weighed  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix 
Ounces. 

The  other,  a  Woman  who  died  of  an  Afeites*  whofe 
Stomach  was  quite  fchirrous,  being  in  fome  Places  near 
an  Inch  thick  :  Its  Plicae  were  all  hard,  fchirrous,  very 
prominent,  and  feemed  convoluted  in  an  extraordinary 
Manner.     The  Pancreas  too  was  firm  and  hard. 

Although  the  many  Obfervations  fince  DirTeclions  of 
human  Bodies  have  been  frequent,  fhew  that  the  Ancients 
erred  in  attributing  Dropfies  entirely  to  the  Liver,  or  to  it 
and  the  Spleen  ;  yet  none  of  the  other  Bowels  fo  fre-' 
quently  give  Rife  to,  or  are  fo  often  hurt  by  this  Difeafe  ; 
which  every  one  mufl  be  convinced  of,  who  has  exami- 
ed  many  hydropical  Bodies,  or  who  will  look  into  Boneim, 
Scbenkius,  and  the  other  Collectors  of  practical  Obferva- 
tionsv  Moreover,  the  Situation,  Texture^  and  Ufes  of 
thefe  Vifcera,  prove  that  it  muft  be  fo.  The  Liver  is  fo 
fituated,'  that  the  Vena  Cava  mud  be  comprefTed  when- 
ever it  fwells  and  becomes  hard  ;  and  the  Blood  which 
paiTes  through  it  has  been  deprived  of  its  finer  Parts,  and 
in  their  Stead  received  Particles  from  our  Food  and  Drink, 
which  have  undergone  no  Preparation,  by  the  Circulation, 
and  therefore  Obftruflions  muft  frequently  happen  here. 

The 
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15.   Such  Caufes  as  contract  the  fmall  Vef- 
fels3  or  vitiate  the  Fluids,  io  as  to  prevent  the 

Blood 

«— The  Spleen  difcha~ges  its  Blood  into  the  Liver,  and 
confequently  often  fufFers  with  it.  The  Texture  of  both 
is  fo  tender,  that  they  are  eafily  hurt  by  foaking  in  acrid 
Water,  or  by  any  other  external  Caufe. 

(r)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Breaft,  from  an  Impofthume  of 
the  Lungs.  Schenk.  Obf.  lib,  2.  de  PeSl.  Hydrope,  obf.  6. 
I  have  often  found  more  or  lefs  Water  in  the  Thorax  of 
People  who  died  of  the  Phthifis  Pulmonalis. 

(j)  The  Baron  Van  Swieten  gives  an  Account  of  a  Dropfy 
of  the  Bally,  which  was  occafloned  by  the  Omentum  be- 
ing diiiended  into  a  fteatomatous  Tumour,  which  weigh- 
ed thirty-three  Pound?*     See  Comment,  feft.  1239,  vol.  iv. 

t-  235- 

An  unmarried  Woman,  after  being  fome  time  in  a  bad 

State  of  Health,  perceived  a  Swelling  in  the  lower  Part  of 
her  Belly  towards  the  Right  Side.  Some  time  after  flie  be- 
came dropncal,  and  the  Diforder  increafed  daily  for  fome 
Years,  till  (he  died.  She  had  taken  Variety  of  Medicines 
without  receiving  any  Benefit.  After  her  Death  the  Body 
was  opened,  and  I  was  prefent  at  the  DsiTe&ion.  The 
Abdomen  was  full  of  Water,  and  there  were  two  large 
ileatomatcus  Tumours  towards  the  Right  Side,  which  lay 
above  the  Uterus.  The  one  was  about  the  Size  of  the 
Head  of  a  new-born  Child,  and  arofe  from  the  Fundus 

C  Uteri 
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Blood  from  paffing  freely  from  the  Arteries  ?n- 
to  the  Veins,  may  have  th?   fame   Effe&sj 

hence 


Uteri  by  a  Root  not  larger  than  one's  little  Finger.  The 
other  was  at  leaft  three  Times  that  Size,  and  arofe  by  a 
Root  two  Inches  thick,  from  the  Uterus  at  the  Place  where 
the  right  fallopian  Tube  joins  it.  The  Subftance  of  the 
right  Tube  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  filled  with  a  ftea- 
tomatous  Matter,  and  was  befet  with  five  or  fix  Hyda- 
tides. 

%*  An  Officer  on  Board  a  Tranfport  Ship  received  a 
violent  Blow  on  his  Bread,  which  was  at  firft  neglected, 
there  being  no  Surgeon  on  Board  to  bleed  him,  or  give 
him  any  proper  Directions.  When  he  came  to  England^ 
he  had  a  violent  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  attended  with 
hectic  Symptoms,  for  which  he  confulted  a  Phyfician  of 
Eminence  in  Town,  but  died  foon  after.  His  Body  was 
opened.  There  was  a  Pint  of  extravafated  Serum  in  the 
Abdomen  ;  four  Quarts  of  a  yellowifh  Serum  m  the  Ca- 
vity of  the  Left  Side  cf  the  Thorax  ;  and  the  Lungs  of  that 
Side  were  fo  comprefTed  as  to  have  the  Appearance  of  a 
Piece  of  Flefh,  without  any  Remains  of  a  Veficular  Tex- 
ture, and  were  lefs  than  the  Size  of  one's  Fift.- — In  the 
Right  Side  of  the  Thorax  there  were  three  Pints  of  the 
fame  fort  of  Serum,  and  the  Lungs  greatly  contracted. — 
The  Pericardium  was  thickened  on  the  Left  Side,  and 
contained  rather  more  Water  than  common  ;  and  there 
was  a  large  firm  Polypous  Concretion  in  each  Ventricle  of 

the 
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hence  this  Difeafe  is  frequently  occafioned  by 
Food  too  vifcid  and  tenacious  to  be  rightly 

conco&ed 

the  Heart,  with  long  Appendices  to  each,  which  extended 
thernfelves  into  the  large  Blood  VefTels. 

In  the  Year  1750  I  dille&ed  the  Body  of  a  Man  who 
died  of  an  Univerfal  Dropfy,  in  the  Prefence  of  Dr.  John 
Rutherford  Profefibrjof  Medicine  in  the  Univerflty  of  Edin- 
burgh :  we  could  difcover  no  other  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe 
than  the  Offiflcation  of  the  Valvule  Mitrales  in  the  Left 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  by  which  the  Orifice  of  that  Ven- 
tricle was  (o  ftraitened,  that  I  could  fcarce  force  my  little 
Finger  into  it.  The  Heart  itfelf  was  very  large.  While 
the  Man  was  alive,  ail  the  foft  Parts  of  the  Neck  were 
raifed  by  every  Syftole  of  the  Heart,  in  fuch  a  Manner  that 
the  Veins  there  feemed  to  have  a  Pulfation. — Anlnirance  of 
the  fame  Kind  may  be  feen  in  Peyer,  Method.  Hift.  Anai* 
Med.  cap.  6.  quoted  by  Kemper  de  VahuL  Natura  in  Haller. 
Dif:  ut.  AnaU  vqI  ':  p.  107. — A  Dropfy  of  the  Breaft  with 
Afthma,  difficult  Breaching,  fainting  Fits,  a  gradual  Failure 
of  the  Pulfe,  and  at  latt  a  total  Ceilstion  of  it  for  a 
Day  or  two  before  Death,  from  the  femilunar  Valves 
of  the  Heart  being  oflified,  and  flopping  entirely 
the  PafTage  of  the  Blood.  Ruyfcb.  obf  69 — In  the 
very  large  flaccid  Heart  of  one  who  died  of  a  Dropfy  of  the 
Belly,  Thorax,  and  Pericardium,  the  Valves  of  the  two 
great  Arteries  were  oliiried,  and  there  was  a  large  Polypus 
in  the  Left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart.  Mifcel  Cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec, 
3.  an.  9  &  10.  obf  89. — An  Hydropic  Tumour,  about 

C  2  the 
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concoded  and  affimilated  to  the  other  Juices  (t)  >> 
by  cold  nioift  Air  («)  -,  by  violent  long-conti- 
nued Exercife  (w)  ;   by  the  too  liberal  Ufe  of 

fpirituous  Liquors  (x),   which  ftimulate   and 

harden 


the  Size  of  a  Hen's  Egg,  a  little  below  the  Navel,  occa- 
fioned  by  three  Stones  in  the  Cellular  Membrane  under  the 
Skin  ;  the  largeft  weighed  a  Drachm,  the  fecond  two  Scru- 
ples, and  the  lea&  about  half  a  Drachm.  Primit.  Phyfic. 
Med.  Polonies,  vol.  ii.  ohfigv — <Lower  tried  a  very  pretty 
Experiment  to  afcertain  this  Caufe  of  the  Dropfy  :  he  made 
a  Ligature  on  the  inferior  Vena  Cava  of  a  Dog,  and  in  a 
few  Hours  the  Animal  expired  :  a  great  Quantity  of  Wa- 
ter was  collected  in  the  Belly,  as  if  the  Creature  had  long 
laboured  under  an  Afcites.  He  found  too,  that  tying 
the  Jugular  Veins  made  the  Head  cedematous.  De  Corde, 
cap.  2.  p.  128. 

(t)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Breafl:  and  Belly,  from  bad  Diet, 
and  a  fedentary  Life.     Hoffman,  torn.  3.  de  Hydrope,  obf.  6. 

(u)  An  anafarcous  Swelling  of  the  Head  from  Cold. 
Binninger,  obf.  cent.  1.  obf  94. 

(w)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Bread,  from  too  violent  Exercife. 
Willis  Pharm.  Ration,  p.  2.  fejt.  1.   cap.  13. 

(x)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Bread,  from  Cold  and  diinking 
Spirits.  Hoffman,  torn.  3.  de  Hydrope,  obf  7. — A  Drop- 
fy with   two  Kelapfes,    from   drinking  Spirits.      Lljler. 

Exercit. 
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harden  the  VefTels,  while  they  coagulate  and 
render  the  Liquors  too  grofs ;  by  old  Age,  in 
which  the  whole  Body  becomes  rigid,  the 
faiall  Veflcls  contracted,  and  the  Fluids  vif- 
cid  (y)  ;  and,  laftly,  by  morbid  Particles  re- 
tained in  the  Blood,  caufing  OhftrucYions  in 
different  Parts  of  the  Body  (z). 

16.  After  th«  Difcovery  of  the  Lymphatics,  a- 
bout  a  Century  ago,  many  Writers  on  theDropfy 
attributed  this  Difeafe  to  the  Rupture  of  the'e 
VefTels;  but  although  it  be  true,  that  in  Drop- 
lies  of  the  Ovaria,  and  between  the  Cellular 
Membranes  and  the  Peritoneum,  and  in  other 

Exerclt.  Med.  de  Hydrope,  agrot.  16. — A  fubcutaneous 
Dropfy,  from  the  fame  Caufe.  Ibid,  agrot.  i. — The  moft 
judicious  Sydenbamy  in  his  Chapter  de  Hydrope^  juftly  de- 
clares Drunkards  more  ful>je&  to  the  Dropfy  than  ether 
Men  ;  "  Bibaciflimos  quofque  nelluones  frepius  hoc  morbo, 
"  quaai  csteros  moriales,  comTictarl." 

(y)  It  is  a  general  Remark,  that  old  People  are  mors 
fubjsct  to  Dropfies  than  young. 

(z)  We  daily  meet  with  Dropfies  which  come  after 
Agues  and  other  Difeafes,  and  Hiflories  of  fuch  Cafes  are 
to  be  feen  in  mcfl  modern  Writers  of  Obfervations. 

C  3  Parts 
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Parts  of  the  Body  we  often  find  Quantities  of 
vifcid  Liquors,  refemhling  the  coagulable 
Lymph,  mixed  with  the  hydropic  Waters, 
which  would  make  us  fufpecl  fome  Lymphatic 
Vein  to  have  been  burft ;  and  that  we  have 
Hiftories  of  the  thoracic  Duct's  being  ruptured 
and  caufing  a  Hydrops  Laclea  of  theBreaft  (a)  ; 
and  of  the  Abdomen  being  filled  with  a  milky 
Liquor,  which  mud  have  come  from  burfl 
lacteal  VefTels  (J>)>  which  refemble  the  Lym- 
phatics 

[a)  In  the  Body  of  a  Man  who  died  after  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  chylous  Liquor  had  been  let  out  of  his  Thorax,  an 
Orifice  was  difcovered  about  the  third  or  fourth  Vertebra, 
from  which  the  chylous  Matter  flowed  as  from  a  Fountain. 
When  the  lower  Part  of  the  thoracic  Duct,  where  it  rifes 
out  of  the  Receptacle  of  the  Chyle,  was  blowed  into,  the 
Air  unexpectedly  came  out  at  the  Orifice  above-mentioned.- 
This,  white  Liquor  coagulated  with  Salt  of  Tartar,  but 
not  with  Spirit  of  Vitriol.     BaJJii  Obferv.  dec.  2.    obf.  7. 

(b)  A  Girl  having  made  too  great  an  Effort  to  raife  a 
Burthen,  became  hydropic  foon  after.  Being  frequently 
tapped,  there  always  iflued  from  the  Puncture  chylous 
Matter,  in  Colour,  Tadre,  and  Confidence,  not  unlike 
Milk  with  a  little  Salt  in  it,   which  being  fet  on  the  Fire, 

rarefied 
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phatics  greatly  -9  yet  we  have  no  Reafon,  either 
from  Obfervation  or  Experiment,  to  believe 
that  this  is  fuch  a  frequent  Caufe  of  Dropfies 

as 

rarefied  like-Milk,  and  rofe  up  in  the  VeiTel.  It  coagulated 
with  Salt  of  l^artar,  but  not  with  Acids,  as  in  the  prece- 
ding Inftance.  Memoir,  de  Y Acad,  des  Sciences,  1700.  See 
fuch  another  Cafe,   ibid.  1710. 

In  Dr.  R.  Morton's  Phtifiologia  there  is  an  Account  of  a 
Hydrops  Afcites  Laclea  in  a  Boy  two  Years  of  Age.  which, 
after  his  Death,  was  found  to  have  been  occafioned  by  a 
Number  of  large  indurated  Tumours,  fituated  behind  the 
Trachea  Arteria,  which  comprefTed  the  thoracic  Duel: 
near  to  the  fubclavian  Vein,  as  much  as  if  a  Ligature  had 
been  made  upon  it ;  and  had  certainly  been  the  Caufe  of 
a  Rupture  of  fome  of  the  lacteal  Veins  in  the  Abdomen. 
Lib.  i.  cap,  ie. 

That  I  might  judge  whether  this  hydropic  Liquor  was 
Chyle,  I  made  a  Ligature  on  the  thoracic  Duel  of  a  Dog 
that  had  eat  heartily  an  Hour  before.  The  Receptacle 
of  the  Chyle  became  immediately  very  turgid  with 
this  Liquor,  which  taftsd  like  Whey  with  fome  Salt 
in  it,  but  coagulated  as  foon  as  it  was  expofed  to  the  Air, 
into  a  Confidence  like  Starch  as  it  is  prepared  for  putting 
on  Cloaths,  fo  that  we  had  not  time  to  mix  different  Li- 
quors with  it  before  it  coagulated.  To  avoid  this  Inconve- 
nience,  we  got  another  Dog,  and  tied  his  thoracic  Duel:  in 

C  4  the 
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as  is  commonly  alledged ;  for  none  of  the 
Obfervators  mention  their  having  ever  feen  the 
Orifice  of  broken  lymphatic  Veilcls  which  fur- 
niflied  the  hydropic  Water ;  and  we  are  fure 
Dropfies  can  be  without  any  Rupture  of  thefe 
Veffels  -,  for  Lower  de  Corde,  cap,  2.  p.  j?q. 
tells  of  his  having  differed  many  Sheep  that 
died  of  Collections  of  Water  in  the  Thorax 
and  Abdomen,    whofe   lymphatic  Veins  were 

the  fame  Manner,  then  feparating  Part  of  the  Duel:  from 
the  Vertebrae,  put  the  End  of  it  fucceflively  into  different 
Liquors  made  near  as  warm  as  the  animal  Heat,  and  into 
each  of  thefe  we  fuffered  a  fmall  Portion  of  the  Chyle  to 
flow.  In  Water  it  coagulated  almoft  as  in  open  Air  ;  in 
Oil  of  Tartar  it  became  turbid  and  fliroy  ;  in  Spirit  of  Hartf- 
horn  it  afforded  only  a  glutinous  Cloud  ;  in  Spirit  of  Vi- 
triol, a  white  but  tender  Curd  5  and  it  coagulated  in 
Alcohol  and  Oil  of  Turpentine.  Thefe  Experiments  I 
repeated  feveral  Times,  and  in  doing  them,  fometime  ei- 
ther the  Receptacle  itfelf,  or  fome  of  the  larger  La&eals  in 
the  Abdomen,  burft  ;  and  upon  examining  we  found,  be- 
low the  Root  of  the  Myfentery,  a  great  deal  of  extrava- 
fated  Chyle,  which  was  firmly  coagulated,  and  when  we 
took  it  oat  of  the  Body,  had  the  Appearance  of  a  Piece  of 
foft  Fat,  but  upon  handling   much,  melted  down  into  a 

watery  Liquor. 

fo 
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io  full  and  turgid,  that  he  could  eafily  trace 
their  Courfe  ;  which  could  not  have  been  the 
Cafe  had  any  of  them  been  burfr. 

17.  The  Orifices  or  Duds  leading  from  Ca- 
vities that  are  continually  moiftened  with  fine 
watery  Liquors,  being  obftru&ed,  a  Dropfy 
is  produced  in  the  Cavity  ;  hence  the  Dropfy 
of  the  Uterus,  &c.  But  it  feems  improper  to 
apply  the  Name  of  Dropfy  to  thofe  Difoi\Jers 
which  are  occasioned  by  a  preternatural  Reten- 
tion of  Humours  different  from  an  aqueous 
Serum,  fuch  as  the  Urine  (c),  and  Bile  (d)f 


in 


(e)  The  Belly  diftended  with  Urine,  from  a  burfted 
Bladder.  Plater.  Prax.  lib.  iii.  cap.  3.  cited  by  Bonet.  Se- 
pulch.  Anat.  lib,  iii.  fee,  21.  obf.  20. — The  Pelvis  of  the 
Kidney  ditfended  fo  as  to  contain  2  lb.  of  Urine.  Haller* 
Opufcul.  Pathokg.  cbf.  60. 

(d)  Petit  gives  feveral  Instances  where  the  Gall-Bladder 
was  fo  much  diftended  with  Bile,  as  to  be  miftaken  for  an 
incyfted  Dropfy  and  Abcefs  of  the  Belly,  and  for  fuch  was 
opened,  which  either  deftroyed  the  Patient,  or  left  a  fiftulous 
Sore  that  could  not  be  cured  ;  and  he  acknowledges,  that 
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in  their  own  proper  Receptacles,  or  when 
they  are  discharged  from  them  into  other  Ca- 
vities. 

1 8.  Hydropical  Collections  may  not  only 
occafion  other  Dropfies  by  their  Preffure  (e), 
in  the  Manner  mentioned  in  Sec.  14;  but  if 
a  Cyft  containing  morbid  Water  happens  ei- 

he  once  was  in  Danger  of  committing  fuch  a  Miftake  ;  for 
he  had  cut  through  the  external  Teguments,  when  the 
Tumour  beginning  to  fubfide,  made  him  immediately 
iufpeffc  it  to  be  the  Gail-Bladder,  and  to  defift  from  the 
Operation  ;  foon  after  the  Patient  pafTed  by  Stool  fome 
Pints  of  Bile,  and  was  cured.  He  fays  that  fuch  bilious 
Tumours  may  be  diftinguifhed  by  their  Situation,  and  an 
uneafy  painful  Tendon  about  the  hepatic  Region,  follow- 
ed by  a  Jaundice  with  all  its  Symptoms  ;  without  the  Pul- 
fation,  acute  Pain,  or  Shivering  which  accompany  Suppu- 
rations of  the  Liver.  Memoires  de  V Acad,  de  Chirurgu^  voU 
I  p.  155. 

(<?)  The  Anafarca  in  the  lower  Extremities,  and  Hydrocele 
jn  the  Scrotum,  are  often  brought  on  by  an  Afcites,  and 
difappear  whenever  the  Water  of  the  Belly  is  drained  off. 
The  humoral  Afthma  and  Colleflions  of  Water  in  the 
Thor3X  often  caufe  a  general  fubcutaneous  Dropfy. 

ther 


OF    THE    DROPSY.  27 

ther  to  burft  (/)  or  be  eroded  (g),  it  may  fill 
a  Cavity  where  it  was  not  originally  colle&ed^ 
and  caafe  a  Dropfy  there. 


PROGNOSIS. 

19.  The  Prognoftic  to  be  made  in  this 
Difeafe  is  taken,  as  in  all  other  Cafes, 
from  the  Part  it  affe&s,  its  Caufe,  Con- 
tinuance, and  Symptoms  -y  together  with  the 
Age,  Strength,  and  Confutation  of  the  Patient : 

(f)  A  Sac  in  the  Belly  burfting  by  a  Fall  caufed  an 
Afcites.  Aft.  Hafnienf.  vol  v.  obf.  12. — A  like  Cafe  is  re- 
lated by  DeHaen,  in  bis  Rat.  Medendi,pari  5,  cap.  2.  fee.  1. 
An  Afcites  formed  by  the  burfting  of  an  incyfted  Dropfy 
of  the  Abdomen.  Medical  EJJhys,  vol.  v,  art  64.- — A 
Hydrops  Pectoris  caufed  by  the  Rupture  of  a  Cyft  full  of 
Water  there.  Hoffman  de  Hydrops,  obf.  7. — A  fcrotal 
Anafcarca  from  the  burfting  of  the  vaginal  Coat  of  the 
Tefticle.     Douglafs  on  the  Hydrocele,  chap.  I.  feft.  7.  p.  89. 

{g)  The  watery  Matter  of  a  large  Sac  in  the  Thorax 
made  its  Way  by  Erofion  through  the  Diaphragm  into 
the  Abdomen,  where  were  found  about  nine  Pounds  of 
Liquor ;  the  Sac  in  the  Thorax  contained  three.  Aft. 
Medic.  Berolin.  dec.  I.  vol,  vi.fec,  8. 

all 
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all  which  cannot  be  particularly  treated  of  at 
prefent  (h). 

INDICATIONS  of    CURE. 

20.  From  the  Account  now  given  of  Drop- 
fies,  the  three  following  Indications  of  Cure 
are  plainly  pointed  out  to  us. 

(h)  Thefe  Circumstances  are  fo  numerous,  and  there 
is  fuch  a  Variety  of  Degrees  and  of  Combinations  in  each, 
that  it  would  be  intolerably  tedious  to  recount  a)l  that 
might  be  fuppofed,  even  in  the  particular  Species  of  Drop- 
lies  ;  at  the  fame  Time  the  Labour  feems  very  unnecelTary, 
for  furely  no  one  needs  to  be  told,  that,  ceteris  paribus^  a 
Dropfy  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain  or  Pericardium,  is 
more  dangerous  than  an  Anafarca  in  the  lower  Extremi- 
ties ;  that  a  Polypus  in  the  Heart  or  Schirrus  of  the  Liver 
are  worfe  to  remove  than  an  humoral  Ailhma  ;  that  a 
Difeafe  of  old  (landing  is  worfe  to  cure  than  a  recent  one  5 
that  a  young  Per  fori  recovers  out  of  feveral  Difeafes  that 
would  kill  an  old  Man  ;  that  a  ftrong  Perfon,  who  has 
before  enjoyed  a  good  State  of  Health,  has  a  better  Chance 
for  Life  than  one  whofe  Constitution  is  wore  out  by  long 
tedious  Difeafes  or  Debaucheries.  Thefe,  and  fucfi  like 
Circumftances,  however,  are  the  Particulars  on  which  a 
Frognofis  is  to  be  formed. 

i.  To 
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1.  To  remove  the  Caufc  of  the  Difeafe. 

2.  To   evacuate  the   extravafated  Water. 
3  i  To  prevent  a  Relapfe. 

All  that  relates  to  the  Cure  is  comprehend- 
ed in  the  two  fir  ft  Indications,  both  of  which 
rnuft  he  purfued  at  the  fame  Time  :  hut  that 
the  Dire&ions  for  performing  this  may  be  bet- 
ter underftood,  it  is  neceffary  to  confider  each 
of  them  feparately. 

Indication    first. 

21.  The  firft  Indication  of  Cure  leads  to  the 
Confederation  of  the  Means  proper  for  removing 
the  different  Caufes  of  Dropfies  mentioned 
from  Seel.  11  to  18. 

22.  If  the  Dropfy  derives  its  Origin  from 
Weaknefs  and  Relaxation  of  the  Solids,  and 
too  thin  watery  Fluids,  we  muft  endeavour  to 
ftrengthen  the  Solids,  and  to  reftore  the  natural 
Confiftence  of  the  Fluids. 

23.   This 
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2$.   This  is  to  be  done  by, 

A.  A  nourifhing  eafy  digefted  Food,  and 
flrldt  Temperance  in  refpedt  to  Liquids  (/). 
«  The  Food/'  fays  CcHm  (£),  "  ought  to  be 
cc  of  a  middle  Confidence,  but  rather  of  the 
"  dry  Kind.  No  more  Drink  ought  to  be 
c<  given   than    is  abiblutely  neceffary  for  the 

(i)  A  Woman  of  thirty  Years  of  Age  was  cured  of  an 
Anafarca  by  abftairiing  almoft  entirely  from  Drink  for  a 
Year  :  And  a  Countryman,  a  Neighbour  of  her's,  was 
cured  in  the  fame  Manner,  in  four  Months.  River.  Obf 
Commun.  a  Jacoz.  obf  21. — There  are  other  fuch  Cafes  in 
Schenk.  obf.  lib.  iii  obf.  3. — Mifcdlan.  a.  n.  c.  cent.  6.  obf  33.—- 
Aft.  Phyf.  Med.  a,  n.  c,  vol.  i.  obf  33, — See  two  Inlhn- 
ces  of  People  cured  of  the  Afcites  by  the  fame  Means  in 
Mead.  Moult.  Med.  cap,  8. — And  one  in  Panarol.  Roman. 
PentecoJ}.  4.  obf  33. — Mrs.  Wilkinfon^  after  having  been 
tapped  for  an  Afcites,  was  cured  by  a  rigorous  Abflinence 
from  Liquids,  taking  no  Medicines  but  Lower's  bitter  In- 
fufion,  and  fometi:nes  a  Spoonful  or  two  of  a  cordial  Julep. 
Dr.  Banyer  inPhilof  Tranf  No.  471.  fee.  15. 

(i)  "  Cibus  efTe  debet  ex  media  quidem  materia,  (td 
"  tamen  generis  durioris.  Potio  non  ultra  danda  quam  ut 
"  vitam  fuftineat,  optimaque  eft  quae  urinam  movet." 
Celfusy  lib.  iii.   cap.  21. 

<c  Support 
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€c  Support  of  Life,  and  that  is  beft  which  pro- 
(c  motes  Urine. "  Bread  well  leavened,  toaft- 
ed,  or  feafoned  with  Aromatics,  Eggs,  the 
firmer  Kinds  of  Fiefli,  fhould  make  the  prin- 
cipal Part  of  it ;  for  Drink,  the  Patient  ought 
to  ufe  good  old  Wine,  or  Beer  in  which  Bit- 
ters have  been  infufed. 

@.  Fridion  and  Exercife. 

Rubbing  the  Skin  with  a  Flefh-Brufh  or 
coarfe  Cloth,  not  only  takes  away  the  vifcid 
Matter  that  obflructs  the  Ends  of  the  cutane- 
ous Veflels,  but  drives  forward  the  Liquors  in 
thofe  Veffels,  and  thereby  increafes  the  Per- 
fpiration,  and  at  the  fame  time  promotes  the 
Circulation  through  the  whole  Body  (/). 

Travelling 

(/)  Fri&ion  with  Oil  was  formerly  a  common  Remedy, 
but  had  been  laid  afide  till  the  late  Dr.  Oliver  of  Bath  tried 
it  with  fome  Patients,  in  the  Years  1752,  3,  &  4  ;  and 
the  Doctor  has  allured  me,  that  he  has  feen  three  Perfons, 
who  were  judged  to  have  laboured  under  a  true  Afcites, 
cured  by  anointing  the  whole  Abdomen  with  Olive  Oil, 

Morning 
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Travelling  in  a  Coach,  or  on.  Horfeback, 
walking,  running,  and  all  fuch  Exercifes,  in* 
creafe  the  Motion  of  the  Biood,  {hake  the  pen- 
dulous Bowels,  promote  Digeftion  and  the  dif- 
ferent Secretions,  and  are  found  by  Experience 
to  be  powerful  Strengthened  (m)*  Some  Cau- 
tion 

Morning  and  Evening,  for  three  Weeks  or  a  Month,  a3 
the  Patient's  Cafe  required ;  they  began  to  make  Water 
plentifully  on  the  third  and  fourth  Day,  and  continued  to 
do  fo  till  the  Abdomen  was  quite  emptied.  One  of  thern 
had  had  feveral  Pints  of  Water  taken  from  her  by  tapping, 
but  filled  again  before  the  Ufe  of  the  Unction. — See  mFo- 
reftus  an  Account  of  a  Woman  being  cured  of  an  Afcites 
by  rubbing  her  Belly  with  the  Oleum  Ranarum,  lib.  xix. 
fchol  ad  obf.  35. — Though  I  have  feen  feverals  who  re- 
ceived great  Relief  from  rubbing  the  Abdomen  ftrongjy 
with  Oil  Morning  and  Evening,  yet  I  have  never  hitherto 
feen  a  confirmed  Dropfy  cured  by  this  Method ;  however 
other  Practitioners  have  told  me,  that  they  have  known 
Cures  made  by  fuch  Fri&ions. 

(m)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Belly,  cured  by  hard  Labour, 
without  any  Medicines.  Mar  cell.  Donat.  Hljl.  Mtrab. 
lib.  i.  cap.  21.  quoted  by  Schenkius,  lib.  iii.  Obf.  de  Hydrope 
Infperat.  Event,  Liberat. — John  Blanch,  a  Merchant  at  Pa- 
risy  having  made  a  Journey  to  England  in  Winter,  felt  the 

dropfical 
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tion  however  is  to  be  obferved  in  their  Ufe ; 
for  if  they  are  more  violent  than  the  Strength 
of  the  Patient  allows,  they  weaken  the  whole 
Frame  :  When  they  fatigue  the  Body,  and 
deprefs  the  Spirits,  they  are  injurious. 

y.  Gentle  Compreffion.  For  Preffure  fup- 
ports  and  fuftains  the  weak  relaxed  VelTels, 
prevents  the  Diftradtion  of  the  Fibres,  and 
fornetimes  is  of  great  Service  in  the  Cure  of  a 
Dropfy  {n). 

$.  Medicines  which  ftimulate  the  fenfible 
Organs,  and  increafe  the  Aftion  of  the  Vef- 
fels,  whether  their  Aftion  depends  on,  1 .  Their 

dropfical  Swelling  of  his  Belly  fubfide  in  a  wonderful  Man- 
ner, the  Difeafe  vanifhed,  nor  did  he  everfufFer  aRelapfe. 
Holler,  lib.  i.  de  Morb.  Intern.  Schol.  Ad.  cap.  39.  p.  279. 

(n)  A  Dropfy  of  the  Head  cured  by  Bandage  alone. 
River.  Ohf.  Commun.  a  Formio,  obf.  6. — Fabritius  ab  Aqua- 
pendente  fays,  he  has  cured  fubcutaneous  Dropfies  of  the 
Head,  by  applying  Sponges  wet  with  Lime-Water,  and 
above  that  a  tight  Bandage.  Operat.  Cbirurg.  de  Hydroce- 
fbaU  p.  179.     ?* 

D  fubtil 
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fubtil  acrid  Oil,  of  which  Kind  are  the  warm- 
er Spices,  as  Pepper,  Ginger,  Nutmeg,  Win- 
ter's Bark,  the  common  aromatic  Plants  and 
Seeds,  Mint,  Lavender,  Hyffop,  the  Seeds  of 
Anife,  Carway,  Coriander,  and  the  like.—* 
2.  Or  their  pungent,  bitter,  and  aftringent 
Quality,  fuch  are  Flowers  of  Camomile,  the 
Tops  of  the  lefler  Centaury,  of  Wormwood, 
of  Carduus,  the  Cortex,  Gentian. — 3.  Or  the 
ftrong  fmelling  Gums  and  Rofins,  Afafoetida, 
Benzoin,  Myrrh. — 4.  Or  fharp  Salts,  whether 
the  volatile  ones  of  Hartfliorn,  of  Sal  Ammo- 
niac (o);  or  the  fixed  Alcalies,  Salt  of  Worm- 
wood, of  Broom,  of  Tartar.— 5.  Or  a  Mixture 
of  acrid  Salt  and  Oil,  as  in  Muftard  Seed,  the 
Leaves  of  Creffes  or  Scurvy-Grafs,  the  Roots 
ofPellitory,  of  Horfe-Radifh,  of  Onions,  of 
Garlick,  and  in  the  other  vegetable  Subflances 
commonly  called  alcalefcent. 

(c)  Blancard  relates  the  HifTory  of  a  Baron's  Daughter 
who  was  cured  of  an  Afcites  by  the  volatile  Salts  and  the 
Cortex  Sambuci.     Prax.  Med.  par.  iii.  cap.  22. 

All 
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All  thefe  Things,  adminiftered  in  proper 
Dofes,  and  in  a  proper  Manner,  reftore  and 
increafe  the  ofcillatory  Power  of  the  Fibres  (p); 

s.  Iron 

(p)  A  Woman,  thirty  Years  of  Age,  labouring  under 
a  fubcutaneousDropfy  as  well  as  an  Afcites,  was  reftored  to 
Health  by  the  Ufe  of  an  Infufion  of  Tops  of  Wormwood 
and  Juniper-Berries,  which  increafed  the  Quantity  of  her 
Urine.  Heifler  in  Holler.  Difput.  Anat.  vol.  vi.  p.  713. — I 
Two  hydropic  People  cured  by  the  Juice  of  Wormwood, 
MifceL  Curiof.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  1.  ann.  3.  obf.  322. — A  Leuco- 
phlegmatia  after  Abortion,  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  bitter  Sto- 
machics, and  a  few  Dofes  of  Purgatives.  Hoffman,  vol.  iii. 
cap.  14.  de  Hydrops,  obf.  3. — A  Soldier  was  cured  by  a 
Deco&ion  of  Tanfey.  MifceL  Curiof.  dec.  2.  ann.  2. 
obf.  112. — In  July  1743,  Mr.  Pinkflan,  Surgeon,  in  St* 
Albarts-jlreet,  was  called  to  a  Gentleman  of  feventy-two 
Years  of  Age,  who  had  formerly  been  Captain  of  a  Man 
of  War,  and  had  lived  freely  in  the  former  Part  of  his  Life. 
In  December  ija.2^  he  was  feized  with  an  univerfal  Ana- 
sarca, which  continued  increafing  till  the  Time  Mr.  Pink- 
flan  was  called  in,  when  he  found  him  fwelled  to  a  mon- 
ftrous  Size.  He  Scarified  immediately  one  of  his  Legs,  and 
ordered  him  to  take  a  Purgative  next  Morning.  A  good 
deal  of  Water  was  difcharged  by  thePunclure  ;  but  next 
Day  the  Leg  was  much  inflamed  round  the  Wound,  which 
was  foon  relieved  by  warm  Fomentations  and  Drefiings  of 
Linimenturn  Arcasi  and  Oil  of  Turpentine.     The  Phyfic 

D  2  purged 
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£•  Iron  and  its  Preparations  are  mild  Aftrin- 
gems,   ftimulate  gently  the  Fibres  of  living 

Animals 

purged  him  four  Times ;  after  which  he  was  ordered  to 
take  the  following  Draught  twice  a-Day:  R.  Aq.  cinam. 
Jimp,  fefcunc.  oxymel.  fcillit.  drachm,  i.  fs.  fpirit.  lavendul. 
com.  drach.  j.  fal.  tartar,  drach,  i.  fs<  fyrup  e  cort,  aurant. 
drach.  2.  m.  which  made  him  pafs  great  Quantities  of  Wa- 
ter by  Urine,  and  carried  off  all  his  Swellings  in  ten  or 
twelve  Days ;  and  the  Cure  was  completed  by  fome 
flrengthening  Bitters.  His  common  Drink  was  Rhenifh 
Wine  and  Spaw  Water.  He  continued  well  for  two  Years, 
and  was  then  taken  ill  of  an  Afcites,  of  which  he  died. — See 
in  Mead's  Mon.  Med.  cap,  viii  the  good  Effects  of  the 
Lixivium  of  Tartar  and  Opium,  in  curing  a  Patient  with 
whom  other  Remedies  had  failed. — Several  cured  by  Gar- 
lick.  Foreji.  lib.  xix.  obf.  27. — In  Summer  1760,  a  young 
Man,  an  Out-Patient  at  St.  Georges  Hofpital,  who  was 
ill  of  an  univerfal  Anafarca,  after  taking  Variety  of  Medir- 
cines  which  I  had  prefcribed  for  him,  Purges,  Squills*  lixi- 
via! Salts,  Antimonials,  &c.  without  receiving  Benefit, 
told  me  that  a  Friend  had  advifed  him  to  drink  an  Infufion 
of  the  Pellitory  by  the  Wall  (H.  Parietaria).  I  defired 
him  by  all  means  to  try  it,  and  as  he  was  coftive,  to  take 
occafionally  a  Dofe  of  Jalap  and  Nitre.  After  drinking 
this  Infufion  for  fome  Days,  he  began  to  make  Water 
freely  ;  and  when  he  came  to  the  Hofpital  the  Week  fol- 
lowing, his  Swellings  were  fenfibly  decreafed.  By  conti- 
nuing 
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Animals  (q),  and  are  generally  allowed  to  be 
powerful  Corroborants,  and  ferviceable  in  the 
Dropfy. 

£•  Medicines  endowed  with  a  ftrong  aftrin- 
gent  Virtue  only,  fuch  as  Alum,  Oak,  and 
Pomegranate  Bark,  increafe,  it  is  true,  the 
Firmnefs  and  Rigidity  of  the  Fibres,  even  of 

nuing  this  Courfe  for  three  Weeks  longer,  his  dropfical 
Complaints  were  all  removed,  and  the  Cure  was  com- 
pleted by  his  taking  for  a  Week  or  ten  Days  an  Infufion  of 
the  Bark,  and  ether  Bitters,  to  reftore  his  Strength.- — The 
Particulars  of  this  Cafe  I  had  taken  Notes  of,  but  they 
were  loft  while  1  was  abroad  with  the  Army. 

Mr.  Gataker,  Surgeon- Extraordinary  to  bis  Maje/ly,  told 
me  that  he  had  known  a  Perfon  who  was  very  ill  of  the 
Dropfy  cured  by  the  following  Medicine,  which  proved 
ftrongly  diuretic  :  Take  of  Dwarf  Elder,  Afparagns  Roots^ 
Parjiey  Roots,  Horfe-Radijh  thin  fliced,  PelHtory  of  the  Wall, 
of  each  one  Handful.  Put  them  in  a  Pan,  pour  boiling 
Water  on  them  ;  let  them  {land  for  fomeTime,  and  ftrain 
off  the  Liquor  through  a  Cloth,  Drink  a  Wine  Pint 
every  Morning  5  faft  an  Hour. 

(q)  For  Experiments  in  proof  of  thefe  Qualities  of  Iroji, 
fee  Dr.  Wright's  Differtat.  de  Ferro.  feel.  iii.   §  2,  3,  4. 

D  7  dead 
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dead  Animals,  and  may  be  of  Service  in  fub- 
cutaneous  Dropfies,  externally  applied;  but 
when  given  internally,  they  do  not  feem  to 
enter  far  enough  into  the  fmaller  Series  of  Vef- 
fels,  or  to  produce  fuch  good  Effects  in  drop- 
fical  Cafes  as  the  gentle  Aaringents,  formerly 
mentioned  (j\). 

«.  The  cold  Bath,  fo  ferviceable  in  many 
other  Difeafes  proceeding  from  Laxity  of  the 
Fibres,  is  very  often  prejudicial  to  dropfical 
Patients.  Wherever  the  Fibres  and  fmall  Vef- 
felsare  already  fo  much  relaxed,  that  the  Plunge 
into  cold  Water  does  not  prove  a  fufficient  Sti- 
mulus to  increafe  their  Action,  and  to  promote 
the  Circulation  and  Heat  of  the  Blood,  the 
cold  Bath  does  Hurt ;  for  in  fuch  Cafes  the 
cold  Water  externally  applied  helps  to  chill 
and  cool  the  Blood,  and  to  render  the  Circu- 
lation more  languid,  inftead  of  making  it  brifker 
to  increafe  the  Abforption  and  Excretion  of 
watery  Fluids  ;  and  what  Water  is  taken  up 
by  the  abforbent  Veins  ferves  to  increafe  the 

dropfical 
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dropfical  Swellings.  Celfm  (r)  therefore  juftly 
obferves,  "  that  Bathing,  and  all  Moiflure,  is 
<'  hurtful:* 

24.  If  aDropfy  proceeds  from  the  Blood's 
not  being  fufficiently  freed  from  its  fuperflucus 
watery  Parts  by  the  ufual  excretory  Organs, 
thofe  Paflages  rnuft  be  opened.  But  of  this 
hereafter,  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  fecond 
Indication,  and  to  defcribe  the  different  Me- 
thods by  which  this  is  to  be  done.  At  pre- 
fent  it  will  be  fufficient  to  mention  one  necef- 
fary  Caution,  namely,  that  if  the  Obflru&ion 
is  fudden,  and  the  Patient  ftrong  and  pletho- 
ric, Bleeding  muft  not  be  omitted  ;  for  daily 
Experience  teaches  us,  that,  in  this  Manner 
alone,  Veffels  obftru&ed  by  Fulnefs,  or  by 
too  great  a  Contractility  of  their  Sides,  can  be 
fafely,  fpeedily,  and  agreeably  freed  from  thefe 
Diforders. 

(r)    u  Balneum  atque  bumor  cmnis  alienus  eft.     Cel- 
l'fus9  lib.  iii.  cap.  21. — Balneum  rarum  res  amat.     Ibid. 

D  4  25,  The 
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25.  The  Impediments  to  the  free  Courfe  of 
the  Blood  in  the  large  Veffeis  by  Tumours, 
Strictures,  or  other  Caufes  mentioned  in  Sect.  14, 
are  to  be  removed  by  the  Medicines  appropri- 
ated to  the  Cure  of  each,  or  fometimes  by  chi- 
rurgical  Operations.  But  in  moft  of  thefe  Ca- 
fes very  little  Affiftance  can  be  had  from  Me- 
dicine j  for  what  Remedy  are  we  acquainted 
with  that  can  remove  Schirri,  Steatoms,  Im- 
pofthumes,  Polypi,  or  fuch  other  obftinate 
and  dangerous  Obftructions,  when  feated  in 
any  of  the  three  large  Cavities  of  the  Head, 
Thorax,  and  Abdomen  ?  Relief  in  Dropfies 
depending  on  fuch  Caufes,  can  only  be  given 
by  difcovering  anckcuring  the  original  Difeafe ; 
the  Method  of  doing  which  muft  be  learned 
from  the  Rules  peculiar  to  the  Cure  of  each  of 
thofe  Diforders ;  to  treat  of  which  would  lead 
us  too  far  from  the  prefent  Subject,  each  Dif- 
eafe requiring  a  feparate  Treatment. 

26.  A  faulty  State  of  the  Fluids  in  Dropfies, 
mentioned  Seel,  15,  is  to  be  corrected  by  dif- 
ferent Means. 

*.  Where 
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&>  Where  the  Blood  is  thick  and  fizy,  and 
its  Momentum  too  great  in  the  Veffels,  which 
is  often  the  Cafe  with  young  People,  the  cool- 
ing antiphlogiftic  Method  muft  be  purfued, 
and  the  Patient  muft  be  blooded,  although  the 
Symptoms  of  the  Diopfy  manireftly  appear. 
Nature  has  frequently  directed  it  (s)  j  one  of 
the  oldeft  and  beft  Obiervers  of  her  Operations 
prefcribes  ifc{/)j  and  daily  Experience  con- 
firms its  Uie  (u). 

(s)  A  very  #rong  Man5  about  the  Age  of  thirty,  was 
feized  with  an  Anafarca,  his  optic  Nerves  were  obilruct- 
ed,  and  he  gradually  became  blind  ;  but  having  di (char- 
ged from  the  Nofe  about  four  Pounds  of  Blood,  he  was 
foon  reftored  to  Health  in  every  Refpedt  but  that  of  his 
Blindnefs,  from  which  he  was  never  totally  free.  G.  Fab. 
Hildan.  Obf.  cent.  I.  obf.  50. — A  Man  who  laboured  un- 
der a  Dropfy  and  Fever,  was  much  relieved  by  an  Hae- 
morrhage from  the  Nofe,  that  happened  twice  or  thrice 
every  Day  for  the  Space  of  three  Weeks;  the  Swelling 
began  to  decreafe,  and  the  Diilemper  was  totally  difpelied 
by  the  Ufe  of  Diaphoretics  and  Diuretics.  MifceL  Curiof 
dec.  2.   ann.  3.    obf.  170. 

(/)  Hippocrates  is  certainly  right  when  he  orders  a  Vein 
to  be  opened  in  dropfical  Cafes,  where  there  is  a  Difficulty 
of  Breathing,  the  Patient  in  the  Vigour  of  Life*  and  it  is 

the 
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(9.  Too  thin  watery  Blood  is  to  be  reftored 
to  its  natural  healthy  State  by — a  dry  eafy  di- 

gefted 

the   Spring   Seafon.     See   his   Book   De  Viftu  acutorum% 
feci.  62. 

(v)  I  have  frequently  ordered  Bleeding  under  fuch  Cir- 
cumitances,  but  never  found  any  bad  Effects  from  that 
Pra&ice,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  feen  the  Patients 
confiderably  relieved  thereby;  and  in  recent  anafarcous 
Cafes,  where  the  Lungs  are  much  affected,  attended  with 
Fever,  often  nothing  will  give  Relief  till  the  Lancet  is 
ukd.  The  two  following  Cafes  are  of  Ufe  ;  the  one  to 
fhew  the  good  Effects  of  Bleeding,  the  other  the  fata! 
Confequences  of  omitting  it  under  fuch  Circumftances. 

On  the  20th  of  December  1758,  Mary  Wood,  a  Girl 
fourteen  Years  of  Age,  was  admitted  into  St.  George's  Hof- 
pital  for  an  univerfal  Anafarca,  attended  with  a  Difficulty 
of  Breathing,  a  fmall  quick  Pulfe,  a  Paucity  of  Urine, 
and  which  was  high-coloured,  and  depofited  a  Brick-duft 
like  Sediment.  Pier  Diforder  had  begun  four  Weeks  be- 
fore, from  catching  Cold.  She  was  at  flrft  ordered  a  Squill 
Draught  Morning  and  Evening,  and  a  Scruple  of  Jalap 
with  ten  Grains  of  Nitre  to  be  taken  twice  a- Week — On 
the  23d  her  Skin  was  dry,  (he  complained  of  being  reft- 
lefs  at  Nights,  and  was  ordered  to  take  fixty  of  the  ano- 
dyne antimonial  Drops  every  Night  at  Bed-Time. — On 
the  25th  the  Difficulty  of  Breathing  had  increafed,   and  I 

ordered 
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gefted  nourishing  Food  ;  and  Drink  which 
gives  a  proper  Stimulus  to  the  Fibres,  and  is 
found  by  Experience  to  promote  the  Perfpira- 
tion  and  Urine,   of  which  kind  is  Pvhenifh  or 

other 


ordered  her  to  Iofe  fix  Ounces  of  Blood,  and  to  continue 
her  former  Courfe. — Next  Day  her  Breathing  was  eafier, 
and  the  Blood  which  was  taken  away  appeared  very  fizy. — 
From  this  Time  her  Medicines  began  to  have  a  good  Ef- 
fect. The  Squill  Draughts  now  relieved  her  Breathing, 
and  promoted  the  Difcharge  by  Urine;  the  antimoniai 
Drops  brought  out  a  breathing  Sweat  at  Nights,  and  her 
Phyfic  operated  freely  with  an  evident  Decreafe  of  the 
Swellings.  On  the  5th  of  January  fhe  was  threatened 
with  a  Relapfe,  and  her  Breathing  became  worfe,  and 
the  Swellings  began  to  increafe ;  but  thefe  Symptoms 
were  relieved  by  a  fecond  Bleeding,  and  the  Applica- 
tion   of  a   Blifter    to   the  Back. On   the    9th     of 

February  fhe  was  threatened  with  a  fecond  Relapfe, 
which,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  Lofs  of  five 
Ounces  of  Blood ;  after  this  fhe  grew  better  daily,  and 
by  the  25th  the  Swelling  and  Difficulty  of  Breathing  were 
entirely  gone,  and  fhe  complained  of  nothing  but  an  Infla- 
tion of  her  Stomach,  which  feemed  to  depend  on  Weaknefs, 
and  was  got  the  better  of  by  a  Dofe  or  two  of  Rhubarb, 
and  the  Ufe  of  the  Gum  Pills  and  Bitters.  She  was  dis- 
charged 
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other  Wine,  with  fome  cf  the  chalybeate  Wa* 
ters  of  limbridge,  Spaw,  or  Pyrmont — by 
Friction  and  Exercife — by  the  Ufe  of  the  fti- 
mulating  Medicines  mentioned  in  Seel.   23, 

and 

charged  the  Hofpital  the  21ft  of  March,  feemingly  in  good 
Health. 

On  the  20th  of  December  1758,  the  fame  Day  Mary 
Wood  was  taken  into  the  Houfe,  John  Jtyjood,  a  Lad  of 
fixteen  Years  of  Age,  was.  admitted  as  a  Patient  for  fimi- 
lar  Complaints.  He  had  an  univerfal  Anafarca,  a  Diffi- 
culty of  Breathing,  a  fmall  but  quick  Pulfe,  and  made  but 
very  little  Water,  and  that  of  a  high  Colour  5  which 
Complaint,  he  faid,  had  come  about  four  Weeks  before, 
by  fitting  up  three  Nights  fucceffively  with  a  Companion 
who  was  fick.  I  at  firft  ordered  him  the  fame  Medicines 
as  Mary  Wood,  and  on  the  25th  was  intending  to  have  had 
him  blooded  as  well  as  her  ;  but  from  the  Prejudice  there 
is  againft  Bleeding  in  dropfical  Cafes,  I  thought  it  was 
better  to  delay  it,  till  I  faw  what  EfFecls  it  fhould  have 
■with  the  Girl.  I  returned  next  Day  to  the  Hofpital  to  fee 
thefe  two  Patients  ;  but  the  Boy  was  dead.  His  Body  was 
opened  ;  his  Lungs  were  inflamed,  as  were  moil:  of  his 
Inteflines,  though  he  had  never  complained  of  any  acu$e 
Pain  in  thefe  Parts. 

Hoffman  de  Hydrope,  obf.  9.  tells  a  very  pretty  Cafe  of 
an  hydropic  Patient,  whofe  Difeafe  he  thought  depended 

on 
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and  of  fuch  other  Remedies  as  quicken  the 
Circulation,  promote  the  animal  Procefs,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  increafe  the  different  watery 
Excretions* 

y  A  too  putrefcent  diffolved  State  of  the 
Blood,  fuch  as  is  fometsmes  obferved  in  Drop- 
fies  after  malignant  Fevers,  and  in  fcorbutic 
Habits,  is  to  be  correded  by  the  Bark  and 
other  Antifeptics,  joined  to  the  Ufe  of  Diure- 
tics, Diaphoretics,  and  the  occafional  Ufe  of 
Purgatives. 

27.  In  every  faulty  State  of  the  Fluids,  if 
the  Perfpiration  or  the  Secretion  by  Urine,  or 
any  of  the  other  natural  Secretions  or  Excre- 
tions be  obftru&ed,  we  ought  to  endeavour  by 
proper  Means  to  reftore  thefe  Evacuations. 

on  an  Infar£fcion  of  the  pulmonary  VeiTels  ,  and  who  was 
cured  principally  by  repeated  blood-lettings. — Sponlus  af- 
firms, that  a  Man  in  a  Dropfy,  which  had  increafed  rather 
than  diminifhed  by  the  Ufe  of  Hydragogues  and  Diuretics, 
was  cured  by  twenty  Bleedings,     Jphorifm.  Nov.fefl.$. 

§87. 

28.  When 
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28.  When  the  Caufe  of  the  Dropfy  is  a 
Contraction  of  the  Veilels  from  Rigidity,  the 
Cure  is  extremely  difficult ;  for  thofe  Things 
which  relax  the  Veffels,  increafe  the  Difeafe. 
Such  Patients,  however,  are  not  entirely  to  be 
given  up  as  incurable,  fmce  it  is  better  to  try  a 
doubtful  Remedy  than  none. 

a.  Let  the  Diet  be  mild,  foft,  and  relaxing, 
though  not  too  watery  :  this  may  be  com*- 
pofed  of  well-baked  Bread,  Broths,  and  Jellies, 
and  the  boiled  Flefli  of  young  Animals,  Eggs, 
and  fuch  like. 

b.  If  foft  mild  Oils  applied  and  rubbed  upon 
the  Skin  penetrate  to  the  interior  Parts,  as  is 
commonly  believed,  they  will  be  of  great  Ser- 
vice in  foftening  the  Fibres  (u). 

c  Warm 


(u)   In  fix  afcitical  Patients,  who   had   their  Bellies 
rubbed  Morning  and  Evening  with  Olive  Oil,  for  a  Fort- 
night or  three  Weeks  together,  the  Skin  of  the  Abdomen 
was  relaxed  ;  after  the  two  or  three  firft  Frictions  the  Pa- 
tients- 
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c  Warm  Water  and  its  Steams  are  ex- 
cellent Remedies  againft  Rigidity  ;  but  in  the 
Cafe  we  are  now  treating  of,  their  Affiftance 
muft  be  very  cautioufly  ufed,  left  they  increafe 
the  aqueous  Collection,  by  fupplying  the  Blood 
with  too  much  Water.  The  Waters,  how- 
ever, which  are  plentifully  impregnated  with 
penetrating  and  difiblving  mineral  Particles  of 
Salt,  Sulphur,  or  Iron,  iuch  as  Sea- Water,  the 
Mineral  Waters  of  Aix-la  Chapellc,  Bath, 
Spaw,  Tunbridge,  &c.  may  be  made  ufe 
of  (w). 

d.  A 

tients  found  themfelves  eafier,  and  thought  they  made 
Water  more  freely  $  but  thefe  EfFecls  foon  ceafed,  and 
they  found  no  more  Relief  from  this  Remedy.  Two  of 
the  Cafes  I  faw,  the  others  I  was  told  by  Gentlemen  who 

attended  the  Patients. 

(iv)  u  But  others,  and  not  without  Reafon,  approve 
*l  of  the  Vapour  of  Sea-Water  in  order  to  provoks  fweat- 
§,  A  Bathing-Tub  (fay  they)  muft  be  filled  with 
4C  boiling  Sea- Water, into  which  a  fquare  Machine,  fecured 
€C  with  leathern  Straps,  containing  the  Patient,  mufl  be 
"  immerfed  5   but  it  muft  be  fecured  in  fuch  a  Manner  by 

"the 
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d,  A  Difcharge  of  the  dropfical  Water  muft 
be  promoted,  by  Urine,  Sweat,  and  Stool ; 
not  indeed  by  fwallowing  Quantities  of  watery 
Liquors,  or  Medicines  that  are  very  acrid  or 
ftimulating  s  for  the  firft  would  increafe  the 
Dropfy,  the  others  augment  the  Rigidity  >  but 
by  thofe  Medicines  of  the  different  Kinds  that 
are  mild,  but  not  too  watery. 

<£  the  Leather,  that  no  Water  can  enter,  and  the  Sweat- 
<e  ing  will  be  excited  by  the  Exhalation  of  the  hot  Fluid. 
"  But  the  Water  muft  be  kept  hot  by  the  frequent  Immer- 
"  fion  of  red-hot  Bars  of  Iron."  Ccel.  Aurelian.  de  Morb, 
chron.  lib.  iii.  cap,  8. — The  Countefs  of  Keglewich  having 
a  Dropfy  in  the  Womb,  was  freed  from  it  after  bathing 
eight  Days  in  the  warm  Baths  of  Newbaus  in  Styria,  hav- 
ing voided  a  great  Quantity  of  Water  and  Wind.  Mifcel, 
Curiof.  a.  n,  c.  dec.  3.  arm.  5  £if  6.  obf.  162. — A  Taylor 
labouring  under  a  Dropfy  of  the  Belly,  having  gone  into 
the  Baths  at  Wijbad^  and  drank  a  great  Quantity  of  thefe 
Waters,  perceived  the  Swelling  begin  to  fubfide  while 
he  remained  in  the  Bath.  When  he  came  out  of  it,  he 
was  weak  and  faint,  but  being  refrefhed  by  Cordials  and 
Food,  he  recovered  every  Day  after.  Ibid.  dec.  1.  ann.  2. 
obf.  218. — See  the  Cafes  of  fix  Patients  cured  by  drinking 
of  Bath  Waters,  and  bathing  in  them.  Pierce's  Bath  Me- 
imirS)  part  2.   chap.  4. 

29.  if 
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29.  If  any  Receptacle  or  VefTel,  which  na- 
turally receives  or  tranfmits  a  watery  Liquor, 
is  opened,  and  furnifhes  the  Matter  of  a  Drop- 
fy,  I  fcarce  know  what  Affiftance  Art  can 
give,  unlefs  there  is  fuch  Accefs  to  the  Open- 
ing, that  Digeftives,  Efcharotics,  Styptics,  or 
Ligatures,  may  be  applied,  or  a  proper  Pref- 
fure  can  be  kept  on  the  Part  by  Means  of  Com- 
preffes  and  Bandages, 

30.  When  a  natural  Outlet  from  a  Ca- 
vity is  fhut  up,  it  ought  to  be  opened  by 
Methods  adapted  to  remove  the  obftrudting 
Caufe.  Coagulated  or  thickened  Liquors  are 
to  be  dilTolvedj  too  rigid  contracted  Canals 
are  to  be  relaxed  ;  united  Sides  of  Paffages  are 
to  be  leparated  ;  and  fo  forth.  The  Methods 
of  executing  which  varying  according  to  Cir- 
cumftances,  cannot  be  considered  till  the  par- 
ticular Cafes  are  defcribed* 

31;  A  Dropfy  produced  by  the  Pref- 
fure    of    a    preceding   hydropical   Collection 

£  can 
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can  only  be  cured  after  removing  the  original 

Difeafe. 

32.  If  the  Water  of  an  hydropic  Cyft  has 
made  its  Way  into  another  Cavity,  it  muft 
be  treated  as  directed  in  Sedt.  29.  or  as  fhall  be 
mentioned  afterwards  when  we  confider  in- 
cyfted  Dropfies. 

Indication  Second. 

33.  To  anfwer  the  fecond  Indication,  the 
Waters  are  to  be  difcharged  out  of  the  hydropic 
Cavities,  either  by  natural  or  artificial  Open- 
ings. 

34.  The  natural  Openings  for  hydropic 
Water,  are  only  (a  few  Cafes  excepted)  the 
Extremities  of  the  abforbing  Veins,  whofe 
Power  therefore  muft  be  fo  much  increafed, 
that  they  may  abforb  more  Liquors  than  the 
Arteries  pour  out. 

35.  The  Abforntion  is  increafed  by  every 
Thing  which  reftores  the  Strength  and  Energy 

of 
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of  the   Solids,  of  which   feme  Account  has 
already  been  given. 

36.  However  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  1. 
That  this  Abforption  can  fcarce  ever  take  Ef- 
feft  when  the  Cavities  are  much  diftended  by 
the  inclofed  Water.  Either  the  Sides  of  thefe 
Cavities  muft  be  relaxed,  or  fome  of  the  Wa- 
ter muft  be  let  out,  before  the  abforbent  Veins 
can  aft,  2.  That  the  nearer  the  Medicines 
defigned  to  promote  Abforption  are  applied  to 
the  Parts  affeded,  their  Effed  is  greater  and 
more  certain. 

37.  If  the  fuperfluous  hydropic  Water  is 
abforbed  and  mixed  with  the  Blood,  it  ought 
to  be  expelled  from  the  Body  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  left  it  be  again  extravafated  and  thrown 
into  fome  of  the  Cavities.  For  this  Purpofe 
the  ferous  and  aqueous  Excretions  are  to  be 
increafed. 

38.  Thefe  Excretions  are  made  from  the 
Stomach,  Inteftines,  urinary  Paffages,  the  Skin, 
or  falivary  Organs. 

E   a  Moft 
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39.  Moft  of  the  Medicines  which  promote 
thefe  Excretions  exert  a  confiderable  Stimulus 
in  their  Operation,  whereby  they  alfo  ftrongly 
promote  the  Abforption  of  extravafated  Fluids 
from  the  Cavities  containing  them  ;  but  as  the 
lax  unfeeling  Fibres  of  hydropic  People  are  not 
ealily  roufed  into  Action,  they  require  a  flronger 
Dofe  than  is  neceffary  in  many  other  Difeafes^ 

40.  Emetics  increafe  the  Ofcillation  of  the 

Solids,   as  well   as  the  Motion  of  the  Fluids 

contained  in  them.     By  which  Means,   and 

the  forcible  Compreffion  of  the  Bowels  one  a- 

gainft  another,   the  Excretion  of  watery  and 

flimy  Liquors  from  the  Mouth,  Throat,  and 

Stomach,    are  augmented.     The  more  violent 

Emetics  commonly  ufed,  are  the  Vinum  Anti- 

moniale,   Turbeth  Mineral,    Emetic  Tartar  j 

the  milder  Ipecacoana,  Squills  ;  and  the  gentleft 

are,  white  Vitriol,  bitter  Infufions,  and   fuch 

like  (x). 

Some 

(x)  In   the  Obfervaiions   and  Inquiries  published  by  a 
Society  of  Phyficians  at  London,  vol.  I'u  art,  24.  we  have  an 

Account 
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Some  Caution  however  is  neceffary  in  acU 
miniftring  Emetics,  efpecially  to  Patients  who 

are 

Account  of  the  Cafe  of  a  Gentleman  46  Years  of  Age, 
who  had  been  thrice  tapped  for  an  Afcites,  and  was  like- 
wife  fwelled  all  over.  The  third  Day  after  the  laft  Tap- 
ping, he  was  attacked  with  a  violent  Vomiting,  which  con- 
tinued for  upwards  of  forty-eight  Hours.  Atfirfthe  threw 
up  a  Urge  Quantity  of  dirty  Water,  mixed  with  a  vifcid 
Phlegm,  but  next  Day  what  he  vomited  was  extremely  cfTen- 
iive,  and  feemed  loaded  with  Excrement.  The  third  Day  he 
had  an  Infufion  of  Senna  with  Cream  of  Tartar  and  fifteen 
Grains  of  the  Pilulae  Mathaei,  which  procured  him  Relief^ 
and  made  him  Sleep  fome  Hours.  After  he  awaked,  he 
bad  no  more  Vomiting,  the  Phyfic  foon  began  to  operate, 
and  gave  him  feveral  watery  Stools.  From  the  Beginning 
of  the  Vomiting  the  Swelling  of  his  Legs  began  to  fubfide, 
and  by  the  Time  it  was  over,  no  Degree  of  Swelling  re- 
mained. The  Quantity  of  Water  he  vomited  up,  exclu- 
five  of  what  he  drank,  was  not  lefs  than  fifty  odd  Pints. 
After  this  Accident,  by  great  Care,  an  uninterrupted  Ufe 
of  corroborating  Medicines,  nouri(hing  Diet,  daily  Exer- 
cife,  the  Flem  Brum,  and  Bathing  in  Sea- Water,  the 
Gentleman  recovered  his  Health,  lived  fifteen  Months 
free  from  dropfical  Complaints,  and  at  Jaft  died  of  another 
Diftemper. 

Dr.  D.  £--/},  formerly  Phyfician  to  St.  George's  Hof~ 
pital,  after  having  been  long  in  a  bad  State  of  Health,  be- 

E  3  came 
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are  fubjedl  to  Hemorrhages,  feeing  the  Effort 
of  vomiting'may,   by  augmenting  the  Velocity 

of 

came  dropfical,  for  which  he  was  tapped.  After  fome  time 
the  Water  collected  again  in  his  Belly,  and  he  was  think- 
ing of  having  it  let  out  a  fecond  Time,  when  he  was  feized 
with  a  violent  Vomiting,  and  brought  tip  fcveral  Pints  of  a 
dark-coloured  Liquor,  which  he  faid  tailed  like  a  Decoc- 
tion of  rotten  Straw,  and  was  exactly  fimilar  in  Appearance 
to  what  had  been  drawn  off  before  by  Tapping.  After 
the  Vomiting  he  had  a  Number  of  loofe  Stools,  and  dis- 
charged feveral  Pints  of  the  fame  Sort  of  Liquor  he  had 
vomited  up.  In  a  few  Hours  he  found  almoft  all  his 
Swellings  gone  ;  and  by  taking  a  few  Doles  of  gentle  pur- 
gative Medicines,  his  dropfical  Complaints  were  entirely 
removed,  and  he  lived  three  or  four  Years  afterwards. 

A  young  Man  labouring  under  a  Dropfy  of  the  Belly  fpon- 
taneoufly  vomited  up  a  great  Quantity  of  Water  at  two  dif- 
ferent Times,  and  was  cured  without  taking  any  Medicines. 
Marcel.  Donat.  Mirab.  Hiji.  lib,  iv. .cap*  21. — A  Nun  after 
being  tapped  feveral  Times  for  a  Dropfy,  was  cured  by  the 
Ufe  of  Vomits,  all  other  Medicines  having  proved  ineffec- 
tual. Du  Verney.  Memoir,  de  V Acad,  des  Sciences ,  1703.-— 
In  the  Year  1752,  a  Man  in  the  Hofpital  at  Edinburgh 
was  cured  by  Dr.  Rutherford  of  aDrcpfy,  which  proceed- 
ed from  an  afthmatic  Complaint,  by  the  Ufe  of  frequent 
Vomits  and  a  few  Purgatives. — A  dropfical  Patient  went 

out 
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of  the  Blood,  open  the  Veffels  again. — To  fuch 
likewife  as  are  threatened  with  Lethargy  or 
Apoplexy,  left  the  Matter  obilruded  in  the 
Veffels  be  thereby  impa&ed  into  fmall  capil- 
lary Arteries,  where  the  Force  of  the  Circula- 
tion, and  the  Power  of  Medicines,  have  lit- 
tle Effeft  either  to  refolve  or  drive  it  forward 
into  the  Veins :  and  for  the  fame  Reafon  they 
are  dangerous  to  People  under  a  Dyfpnea  from 
thick  vifcid  Matter  obftrudtiog  the  Lungs  (#)-. 

Eme- 

out  fome  Miles  to  Sea  in  a  Boat,  which  made  him  (jck 
arid  vomit,  by  which  Means  and  ftrong  Exercife  he  was 
cured.     Forejl.fchol.  ad  obf.  32.   lib.  xix. 

[y)  The  good,  but  dangerous,  Effects  of  Vomits  in 
Afthmas  from  thick  vifcid  Phlegm,  I  have  known  twice 
experienced  in  the  fame  Lady.  The  firfc  Vomit  me  took 
was  in  the  Paroxyfm,  which,  after  violent  draining  aimo& 
to  Suffocation,  produced  its  EffedL  The  Fit  went  off, 
and  did  not  return  for  fome  Months.  After  its  Return  ne 
frequently  entreated,  but  was  not  permitted,  to  try  the 
fame  Expedient,  till  fome  Years  after,  when  the  Fit  as 
extremely  obftinate,  and  would  give  Way  to  no  other  Re- 
medy, her  Phyfician  was  obliged  to  confent.     She  accord- 

E  4  ingly 
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Emetics  given  in  fo  fmall  Dofes  as  not  to 
provoke  vomiting,  and  frequently  repeated, 
often  caufe  a  plentiful  Difcharge  of  watery  Li- 
quor by  Stool,   Urine,  or  Sweating. 

4 

41.  Purgatives  generally  quicken  the  Pulfe 
before  they  operate  3  they  increafe  the  Secretion 
of  thin  Liquors  into  the  Inteftines,  and  dif- 
charge their  Contents ;  while  at  the  fame  time, 
by  diffolving  the  Crafis  of  the  Blood,  they 
render  the  whole  Mafs  more  watery,  and 
weaken  the  Patient. —The  ftrong  Cathartics, 
fuch  as  Elaterium,  Gamboge,  Scammony,  Ja- 
lap, the  Juice  of  the  common  Flower  de 
Luce  or  Iris,  and  fuch  like,  are  called  Hydra- 
gogues,  from  their  caufing  a  great  Difcharge 

Ingly  took  the  Vomit ;  the  fame  Scene,  but  with  infinitely 
more  Violence,  was  acled  over  again.  Her  Face  turned 
black,  all  her  Veins  feemed  ready  to  burft,  her  Pulfe  and 
Breath  were  gone,  when  fortunately  changing  her  Pofture, 
in  order  to  be  blooded,  the  Vomit  operated,  and,  as  be- 
fore, carried  off  the  Fit :  but  fo  great  was  the  Danger, 
that  the  Gentleman  who  attended  her  determined  never  to 
try  this  Remedy  again  with  her. 

of 
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of  watery  Liquors,— Other  Purgatives,  fuch 
as  Senna,  Rhubarb,  Syrup  of  Buckthorn,  &c. 
are  milder  and  weaker ; — and  there  is  a  third 
kind,  commonly  called  Eccoprotics,  that  are 
very  mild  ;  of  this  Sort  are  Cryftals  of  Tartar, 
Prunes,  and  Tamarinds,  which  do  little  more 
than  difcharge  Fasces,  and  therefore  are  of  lit- 
tle Service  to  hydropic  People. 


Among  the  Cathartics  one  may  reckon  Mer- 
cury  and  its  Preparations,  which  of  themfelves 
are  purgative,  and  when  joined  to  other  Cathar- 
tics, augment  their  Effe&s  -,  fuch  are  Quick- 
filver  extinguished  in  Soap  or  Honey,  Mercu- 
riusDulcis,  Calomel  (z). 

It 

(z)  In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1750,  Dr.  Ruther- 
ford cured  a  Patient  (A.  Bruce)  in  the  Infirmary  at  Edin- 
burgh of  an  univerfal  Dropfy,  by  giving  him  ftrong  hydra- 
gogue  Purges  almoft  every  Day  for  fome  time,  and  then  by 
the  Uie  of  (lengthening  Bitters,  Bark  and  Steel,  and  pro- 
per Exercife,  he  was  reftored  to  perfect  Health.— A  Gen- 
tleman was  taken  fo  ill  of  an  Afcites,  after  a  Jaundice  and 
vomiting  of  Blood,  that  he  had  Thoughts  of  being  tapped, 
when  Dr,  Lifter  ordered  him  the  following  Purgative  5  R, 

Decoil, 
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It  ought  to  be  remarked,  that,  if  the  hydro- 
pic Water  is  not  evacuated,  nor  the  Symptoms 
alleviated  by  the  frequent  Ufe  of  ftrong  Purga- 
tives, the  Mifchief'muft  of  Courfe  be  increafed  ; 
for  "  when  the  Strength  is  wafted,    violent 

Decocl.  Epithymi.  unc.  iv.  Syrup,  e  Spin.  Cervin.  unc.  iii.  E- 
later.  gr.  v.  m.  which  made  him  pafs  by  Stool  above 
three  Gallons  of  Water ;  and  by  taking  two  more  Dofes  of 
this  Medicine,  at  proper  Intervals,  he  got  well,  and  never 
had  a  Return.  Lifter.  Ehercrt'*  Med.  de  Hydrope,  cegrot.  4. 
— A  Peafant  being  feized  with  a  Dropfy  after  an  Ague, 
was  cured  by  three  Dofes  of  the  following  hydragogue 
Purge  ;  R.  Sticc.  Irid.  Nojlrat.  unc.  iii.  Manna  unc.  1.  fs. 
which  made  him  evacuate  a  great  Quantity  of  Water  both 
by  Stool  and  Urine.  River.  Obf.  cent,  4.  obf.  82. — See 
other  Cafes  of  the  Effects  of  the  Iris,  in  Mifc.  Cur.  a.  n.  c. 
dec.  2.  ann.  8.  obf.  63. — ASl  Med.  Berol.  dee.  1.  vol.  x. 
feel.  4. — Med.  EJfays^  vol.  v.  art.  8. — Van  Swieten  mentions 
a  ftrona;  young  Man  whom  he  cured  of  a  recent  Anarfarca 
and  Afcites  by  two  Dofes  of  the  following  Phyfic ;  R.  Pulv. 
Jalap,  fcrupulos  ij.  Turpeib  Mineral,  grana  iv.  See  Comment, 
in  feci.  1247,  VQl*  lv'  P'  2^4-  Sydenham  cured  a  Woman 
of  an  Afcites  by  theUfe  of  the  Syrup  of  Buckthorn  alone. 
De  Hydrops. — It  is  needlefs  to  multiply  Examples  of  Cures 
made  by  purgative  Medicines  ;  there  are  few  Writers  on 
the  Dropfy  who  do  not  relate  fuch. 

"Purging 
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"  Purging  is  hurtful,  fince  the  more  Moifture 
"  is  carried  off  from  the  Body,  the  greater 
l<  Quantity  of  it  will,  in  a  fhort  Time,  be  a- 
<c  gain  admitted  into  the  Cavities,"  as  Dr. 
Mead  has  very  juftly  obferved  (a)y  and  we 
find  to  be  true  by  daily  Experience. 

42.  If  the  extravafated  Water  can  be  carried 
off  by  the  urinary  Paffages,  the  Difcharge  is 
made  with  little  Lofs  of  Strength  ,  but  it  is  to 
be  regreted  that  the  Operation  of  the  Medi- 
dicines  intended  to  promote  this  Excretion  is 
very  uncertain  ;  the  Urine  of  hydropic  People 
often  continuing  to  be  made  in  fmall  Quantities, 
and  very  thick  and  deep  coloured,  notwith- 
standing the  Ufe  of  the  mofi:  cfteemed  Diu- 
retics. 

a.  The  Medicines  employed  to  increafe  the 
Difcharge  of  Urine,  are, 

(a)  "  Et  ubi  fra&ae  vires,  nocet  vehemens  per  alvum 
<c  purgatio  ;  quo  enim  plus  humoris  e  corpore  ejicitur,  eo 
major  ipfius  copia  brevi  in  cavitafes  refluit.  Mead.  Man. 
Med.  cap.  8. 

Plentiful 
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Plentiful  Draughts  of  thin  attenuating  Li* 
quors;  but  as  they  likewife  relax  the  Solids, 
and  increafe  the  Difeafe  by  furnifhing  a  Sup- 
ply of  watery  Matter,  the  Ufe  of  them  in  the 
Dropfy,  is  for  the  mod  Part  defervedly  forbid  ; 
yet  fometimes,  tho'  rarely,  they  have  produced 
good  Effeds  (b). 

£.  The  Acids,  fuch  as  Juice  of  Lemons, 
Tartar,  Vinegar,  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  and  fuch  like 
Subftances,  promote  the  Excretion  of  Urine, 
and  fome  of  them  have  been  given  with  Ad* 

(b)  A  Monk  who  had  taken  various  Diuretics  for  a 
Propfy  without  any  Benefit,  having  drunk  a  Deco&ion  of 
SafTafras  twice  a  Day,  parted  Urine  plentifully,  and  was  cu- 
red. Mlfc.a.  n.c,  171 5,  cent.  3  tif  4.  obf  28 — A  Nun  parted 
Urine  plentifully  after  eating  largely  of  Water  Cucumbers, 
and  drinking  a  great  Quantity  of  Water,  which  cured  her 
of  a  Dropfy.  Mifc  Cur.  a.  n.  c.  cent.  5  &  6.  obf.  96. — A 
Girl,  who  had  the  Dropfy  to  fuch  a  violent  Degree  that  fhe 
feemed  ready  toburft,  drank  great  Quantities  of  thin  wa- 
tery Liquors,  contrary  to  the  Advice  of  thofe  about  her, 
but  fortunately  a  Diarrhea  enfued,  which  cured  her.  Pa- 
narol.  Romani  Pentecojl.  2,  obf*  24.* 

vantage; 
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vantage  in  dropfical  Cafes  (c)  j    but  as  they 
check  the  animal  Procefs,  and  diminish   the 

Heat 

[c)  The  Baron  Van  Swieten^  in  his  Commentaries, 
k€t.  1243,  quotes  a  Cafe  from  Combalujier,  where  Vine- 
gar drank  to  the  Quantity  of  five  or  fix  Ounces  was  of  Ufe 
in  curing  the  Afcites.     See  Combalufierh  Pneumato  Patbo- 

In  the  fourth  Volume  of  the  Comment  aria  Aeadem.  Bonon. 
p.  260,  Dr.  Vincentius  Menghini  has  a  Paper  on  the  Ufe  of 
the  Cream  of  Tartar  in  the  Dropfy.  He  fays  he  had  the 
firft  Hint  of  its  Ufe  in  this  Diforder  from  Dr.  Gherlius's 
ObfervationS)  who  mentions  his  haying  cured  an  Afcites 
by  giving  half  an  Ounce  of  Cream  of  Tartar  for  feveral 
Days  fucceffively.  He  then  relates  fifteen  Cafes  which 
were  under  his  own  Care,  and  fever als  which  were  under 
the  Care  of  others,  moft  of  which  were  cured  by  the  Ufe 
of  this  Medicine,  given  from  two  Drachms  to  an  Ounce 
in  the  Day,  dhTolved  either  in  an  aperient  Decoction  or 
in  weak  Broth,  and  its  Ufe  continued  from  twenty  Days 
till  between  two  and  three  Months. — In  feveral  of  thefe 
Cafes  it  had  no  Effect  upon  the  Diforder  for  the  firA  thirty 
or  forty  Days,  though  afterwards,  by  perfevering  in  its 
Ufe,  it  efFedted  a  Cure.  The  common  Operation  of  this 
Medicine  was  to  give' fome  loofe  Stools,  and  after  taking  it 
for  fome  Time,  it  acled  as  a  very  powerful  Diuretic.  Du- 
ring the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine,  he  fays  the  Patient  ought 
to  live  on  Barley,  Spinnage,  Endive,  or  light  Broth,  and 
to  drink  but  little,  and  that  to  be  a  fmall  Wine. 

He 
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Heat  and  Momentum  of  the  Blood,  they  are 
not  in  general  fo  proper  Diuretics  in  a  Dropfy 
as  thofe  Medicines  which  have  a  brifker  Sti- 
mulus, and  both  promote  this  Excretion  and 
increaie  the  Force  and  Energy  of  the  Veffels. 
When  the  Refrigerants  are  made  ufe  of,  fome 
ftimulating  Medicine  may  be  mixed  with  them 
occafionaliy  {d). 

y  The 

He  concludes  his  Paper  with  the  following  Obfervations. 
I.  That  this  Medicine  proved  a  ilrong  Diuretic,  even  in 
thofe  Cafes  where  it  did  not  make  a  Cure. — 2.  That  we 
are  not  to  expect  that  it  will  remove  every  Dropfy  which 
depends  on  difeafed  Vifcera.— -3.  That  all  who  were  cured 
by  this  Medicine  were  reduced  very  low9  and  appeared  ex- 
tremely thin  and  meagre;  but  recovered  their  Flefh  and 
Strength  by  a  proper  Diet  and  Regimen  after  the  Dropfy 
was  gone. — 4.  That  they  were  all  in  the  Vigour  of  Life, 
and  the  Difeafe  not  inveterate,  but  only  of  a  few  Months 
{landing. 

I  have  ufed  the  Cream  of  Tartar  in  the  Manner  here  re- 
commended, and  have  found  it  to  be  a  good  Medicine  in 
fuch  Cafes  j  and  although  it  will  not  anfwer  in  every  Cafe, 
yet  it  will  often  produce  good  Effects.  Some  of  the  Cafes 
in  which  I  ordered  it  are  related  in  the  fubfequent  Part  of 
this  Effay. 

(d)  A  Man  about  fifty  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  Dy- 
furia,  violent  Pain  and  Vomiting,  his  Belly  fwelling  to  an 

immenfc 
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y.  The  alcalinc  Salts,  both  fixed  and  vola- 
tile, increafe  the  watery  Secretions ;  but  thofe 
of  the  fixed  lixivial  Kind  have  been  obferved 


immenfe  Size  :  He  was  blooded,  purged,  had  feveral 
Clyfters,  took  Mercurius  Dulcis,  whilft  Cataplafms  and 
other  Remedies  were  applied  externally  -,  but  all  to  no 
Purpofe.  A  Catheter  was  introduced  into  his  Bladder, 
but  there  was  no  Urine  in  it.  The  Man  at  lad  feemed 
a-dying,  putrid  Ulcers  beginning  to  appear,  and  a  trou- 
blefome  Hiccough  feizing  him,  when  Dr.  Lifter  prefcribed 
the  following  Medicine  :  R.fucc.limon.  recent,  unc.vi.fucc. 
cochlear,  hortenf.  unc.  iv.  fucc.  plantag.  hepat.  ftngul.  unc.  ii. 
fyr.  violar.  unc,  ii.  m.  cap.  unc.  iv.  ieriia.  q.h.  By  theUfeof 
this  Medicine  he  made  a  great  Quantity  of  Water,  was 
much  relieved,  and  by  the  Affiftance  of  a  few  Purgatives 
recovered.  Lifter  Exercii.  de  Hydrope,  cegrot.  15.  —  A 
ftrong  young  Man  became  hydropic  after  a  quartan  Ague  ; 
he  had  difficult  breathing,  and  made  but  a  {"mall  Quantity 
of  Urine  with  a  lateritious  Sediment.  I  ordered  him  a 
bitter  Infufion,  with  lome  Pills  of  Nitre,  Cryftals  of  Tar^ 
tar,  Balfam  of  Tolu,  and  Soap  ;  by  the  Help  of  thefe  he 
made  Urine  plentifully,  his  hydropic  Swellings  abated,  and 
by  the  Ufe  of  fome  ftrengthening  Bitters,  and  proper  Ex- 
er-cife,  he  recovered  his  Health. 


particularly 
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particularly  to  promote  the  Difcharge  by  U* 
rine  (e). 

f-  And 

(e)  An  unmarried  Lady,  about  thirty  Years  of  Age,  af- 
ter taking  many  Purgative  and  other  Medicines  for  a 
Jaundice,  Dropfy,  and  Nephritis,  was  cured  by  the  lixi- 
vial  and  other  Salts,  which  made  her  pafs  an  almoft  in- 
credible Number  of  Stones.  Mifc.  Cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec,  ii 
ann.  3.  obf.  174. — The  good  Effects  of  thefe  Salts  in  the 
Dropfy  are  alio  to  be  ieen  ibid,  cent.  9  &  10.  obf.  55. — A 
Woman  between  forty  and  fifty  Years  of  Age,  never  mar- 
ried, a  Valetudinarian  for  twenty  Years  before,  and  fub- 
jecl;  to  immoderate  Fluxes  of  the  Menfes,  was  affected 
with  an  univerfal  Anafarca,  for  which  fhe  took  many  Me- 
dicines of  different  Kinds  without  receiving  any  Benefit. 
She  fwelled  to  a  prodigious  Size,  and  feemed  almoft  a-dying 
when  fhe  was  advifed  to  take  the  Broom-Allies.  She  be- 
gan the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine  the  8th  of  December  1753, 
and  continued  it  for  ibme  Months.  She  foon  was  much 
relieved,  made  Water  freely,  and  in  confiderable  Quan- 
tity ;  her  Swellings  began  to  decreafe,  and  were  all  gone 
by  the  Month  of  May,  when  fhe  left  off  taking  her  Medi- 
cine, and  had  had  no  Return  of  her  dropfical  Complaints 
in  May  1756.  She  at  firft  took  only  a  Drachm  a-Day,  di- 
vided into  three  Dofes,  but  gradually  increafed  the  Quan- 
tity to  half  an  Ounce,  and  ufed  no  other  Medicine  while 
fhe  continued  this.    This  Account  I  had  from  Mr.  Bayne^ 

Apothecary  in  Cork-ftreet,  who  attended  the  Patient. 

Thomas 
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j\.   And  the  neutral   Salts  prepared  by  the 
Mixture  of  Acids  and  Alcalies,    when  pro- 

Thomas  Bfandell,   a  young  Man  twenty  Years  of  Age, 
a  Shoemaker  by  Trade,  after  working  for  fome  Months  in 
a  cold  Place,  loft  his  Appetite,  and,  in  November  1762, 
obferved  that  his  Legs  began  to  fwell,   and  Toon  after  he 
fwelled  all  over.     On  the  18th  of  May  1763,  he  was  made 
an  Out-Patient  at  St.  George's  Hofpital.     He  had  then  an 
univerfal  Anafarca,  and  an  evident  Fluctuation  of  Liquors 
was  to  be  perceived  in  his  Belly.     He  made  but  little  Wa- 
ter,  and  that  was  of  a  high  Colour.     His  Countenance 
was  livid,   like  to  a  Perfon  whofe  Liver  is  difeafed.     He 
had  a  conflant  Thirft,  relied  b|dly  at  Nights,  and  was  in- 
clined to  be  coftive.     I  ordered  him  the  faline  Draughts 
with  five  Grains  of  Rhubarb,  three  times  a- Day  ;  an  ano- 
dyne Draught,   with  half  a  Drachm  of  the  Lixivium  of 
Tartar,  every  Night  at  Bed-Time  ;   and  a  Dofe  of  Jalap 
and  Nitre  twice  a- Week.     From  the  Time  he  began  this 
Courfe  of  Medicines,   he  made  Water  (rtdy^  and  evacu- 
ated large  Quantities  by  Stool  the  Days  he  took  his  Phyfic, 
and  by  the  10th  of  July  he  was  free  from  all  dropfical  Com- 
plaints.    Being  ltill  weak,   he  was  ordered  an  Ounce  of 
the  Deco&ion  of  the  Bark,  mixed  with  two  Drachms  of 
the  Tinclura  Aromatica,  to  be  taken  Morning  and  Even- 
ing ;  and  a  Dofe  of  Tincture  of  Rhubarb,  to  be  taken 
once  a- Week.    On  the  27th  of  Augujl  he  returned  Thanks 
for  his  Cure,  being  ftrong,  and  feemingly  in  good  Health, 

F  perly 
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perly  managed,    often   prove  powerful  Diu- 
retics (/). 

€.  As 


(/)  A  Woman  of  feventy  was  cured  of  a  Dropfy  by  ta- 
king a  few  Drops  of  rectified  Spirit  of  Salt  mixed  with  Salt 
of  Wormwood,  and  fome  of  the  acrid  Diuretics.  MijceL 
a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  arm,  7.  obf.  57. — See  afterwards  the  Cafe 
of  John  Mackan^  who  was  cured  of  an  Anafarca  by  the 
faline  Draughts  and  Purgatives. — In  the  fifth  Volume  of 
the  Edinburgh  Medical  EJ/ays,  art,  1 3,  Dr.  Fothergill  tells 
us,  that  the  tar  tar  us  regeneratus^  or  terra  foliata  tartaric 
given  from  half  a  Drachm  to  two  Drachms,  is  an  excel- 
lent Alterative  and  Diuretic.  From  three  to  fix  Drachms 
is  a  very  mild  Cathartic,  that  never  finks  the  Spirits,  or 
raifes  any  violent  Diforder,  and  particularly  is  ferviceable 
to  dropfical  Patients.  He  then  mentions  the  Cafe  of  a 
married  Woman  forty- eight  Years  of  Age,  who  received 
great  Relief  by  taking  three  Drachms  of  the  terra  foliata 
tartari  once  or  twice  a- Week  for  upwards  of  a  Year,  which 
gave  her  two  or  three  loofe  Stools,  with  a  large  Evacua- 
tion of  Urine,  without  exciting  the  menftrual  Difcharge, 
or  afFe&ing  her  Strength.  Other  Evacuants,  both  Diu- 
retics and  Purgatives,  had  been  tried,  but  they  produced 
a  Difcharge  of  Blood  from  the  Vagina,  wnich  had  funk  her 
prodigioufly.  Corroborants,  efpecially  of  the  aitringent 
Kind,  foon  ftopt  the  Fiux,  but  at  the  fame  time  contri- 
buted to  increafe  the  Swelling,  by  JcfTening  the -Difcharge 

by 
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5.  As  do  many  of  the  ftimulating  Medicines, 
Muftard-Secd,  Leeks,  Garlick,  Squills,  and 
others  mentioned  in  Sed:.  23.  ^  (g). 

C.  The 

by  Stool  and  by  Urine.  This  Patient  at  laft  had  her  Days 
fhortened  by  taking  too  rough  a  Purge. — In  the  New  Dif- 
penfatory,  which  is  intended  as  an  Improvement  on  §hiincy9 
part  ii.  cb.  8.  p.  296,  we  are  told,  that  two  Drachms  of 
the  vegetable  Alkali  faturated  with  Vinegar,  and  taken  in 
a  liquid  Form,  without  any  Preparation,  often  gives  ten 
or  twelve  Stools  in  hydropic  Cafes,  and  occasions  a  plen- 
tiful Difcharge  of  Urine,  without  any  Inconvenience. 

(g)  A  Peafant  having  laboured  long  under  an  Afcites, 
and  taken  many  Remedies  without  receiving  any  Benefit, 
was  at  laft  advifed  to  eat  Garlick  ;  by  the  Ufe  of  which  he 
made  great  Quantities  of  Urine,  and  was  in  a  iittle  Time 
cured  of  his  Dropfy.  Burnet.  Medic.  Thefaur,  lib.  viii. 
feci.  12.  fubfecl.  i.  He  alfo  adds,  that  he  has  feen  feveral 
cured  by  this  Remedy.  See  Hiftories  fuch  as  this  in  Fo- 
re/}, lib.  xix.   obf.  27. 

%**  The  late  Dr.  Young  of  Edinburgh,  in  a  Letter  to  a 
Friend  (a  Phyfician  in  London)  acquainted  him,  that  he 
had  often  feen  anafarcous  Swellings  which  accompanied 
afthmatic  Complaints  relieved  by  the  Ufe  of  Garlick ;  and 
he  related  four  Cafes  where  the  Swellings  were  entirely  re- 
moved by  the  Patient's  fwtulowing  from  two  to  fix  Cloves 
of  Garlick  in  the  Day. — Another  Phyfician  acquainted  the 
feme  Gentleman,  that  he  had  feen  great  good  Effects  in 

F  2  the 
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£.  The  fame  Effects  are  often  produced  by 
the  Ufe  of  the  natural  Balfams ;  for  Example, 

Turpentine, 

the  Dropfy  from  the  expreited  Juice  of  the  Roots  and  Tops 
of  Leeks,  taken  to  the  Quantity  of  a  large  Wine  Glafsful 
Morning  and  Evening,  which  operated  powerfully  by  U- 
rine. — A  hydropic  Man  cured  by  eating  Onions.  MifceL 
a.  n.  c.  cent.  5  eff  6  obf.  40. — See  Cafes  of  the  Effe&s  of 
Bitters,  Muftard-Seed,  and  other  ftimulating  Medicines, 
in  Notes  to  Seel;.  23. — Dr.  Storck  of  Vienna,  in  the  Year 
1763,  publifhed  an  Account  of  the  Ufe  of  an  Oxymel  made 
of  the  Root  of  the  Meadow  Saffron  (Cokhicum  Autumnde) 
in  Dropiies.  He  relates  thirteen  Cafes,  nine  of  which, 
he  fays,  were  cured  by  this  Medicine;  the  other  four  re- 
ceived Benefit  from  its  Ufe.  His  Oxymel  was  made  in  the 
following  Manner. 

R.  Rod.  colchici  autumnal! s  recent,  in  takolas  sedi  unc.  1. 

Aceti  Vim  lib  A*  digere  per  48  boras  in  pbiala  etcola,  et  dein 

R.  Colaturcs  lib.  i.  mellis  purl  lib.  ii.  ?nifc  jf  coque  leni  igne 
ad  mellis  [pijffkudinem  agitando  cochkari  ligneo. 

Of  this  Oxymel  he  gave  from  a  Drachm  twice  or  thrice 
a-Day  to  two  Drachms  four  times  in  the  Day  ;  its  Ufe  was 
continued  from  two  to  fix  Weeks  $  it  operated  as  a  ftrong 
Diuretic. 

This  Oxymel  has  been  tried  in  England. — The  late  Dr. 
JVooiaJlon,  Phyfician  to  her  Maj-iiy's  Hcufehold,  told  me, 
tr,  ■;  he  h.-d  ordered  it  to  iever^Patients  m  Guy's  Hofpital, 
but  did  not  find  it  to  anhver  what  he  expected  from  Dr. 

Storck\ 
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Turpentine,  the  Copaivy,  Tolu,  or  Peruvian 
Balfams ;  as  alfo  by  the  Ufe  of  fome  animal 
Subftances,  fuch  as  Millipedes,  and  Cantha- 
rides  in  fmall  Quantities  (h). 

%  Mercury 

Stsrck's  Account  of  it,  nor  did  he  think  it  near  lb  powerful 
a  Diuretic  as  the  Squills. — In  a  Letter  (dated  Oclober  12, 
1764)  I  had  from  my  Father,  he  fays  Dr.  Storck's  Oxymel 
was  faid  to  have  anfwered  wonderfully  in  the  two  fir  ft  Pa- 
tients it  was  given  to  at  Dalkeith  ;  but  it  has  failed  in  feve- 
ral  Patients,  to  whom  it  was  given  in  Edinburgh. — I  have 
ordered  it  to  feveral  dropfical  Patients  in  St.  George's  Hof- 
pital,  but  it  did  not  acl:  as  a  Diuretic,  except  in  one  Cafe, 
and  there  only  in  a  fmall  Degree,  and  the  Patient  received 
but  little  Benefit  from  its  Ufe. 

(h)  A  Scruple  of  Spirit  of  Turpentine  with  Tinclure  of 
Bezoar  and  red  Coral,  and  forty  or  fifty  Drops  of  Spirit  of 
Sea  Salt,  brought  away  Urine  from  a  Man  in  a  Dropfy 
and  quartan  Ague,  to  the  Amount  of  twice  or  thrice  the 
Quantity  of  what  he  drank,  and  cured  him.  Mifcel.  Cu- 
rio/, dec.  2.  ann.  3.  cbf.iiOs — 'Turpentine  with  Spirit  of 
Salt,  fome  fimple  Waters,  and  Syrup,  had  the  like  Ef- 
fect. Ibid.  dec.  3,  aim.  4,  obf.  74, — To  a  Country  Wo- 
man labouring  under  an  Afcites  Dr.  RuJJel  ordered  the  fol- 
lowing Pills  :  R.  Milliped.  ppt.  drachm,  ii.  fapon.  venei.  unc. 
fs,  gum.  ammon.  drach*  ii,  balf.  fulphur.  cum  oleo  terebint, 
q.  s.  ut  fiant.  pil.  no.  80.  She  took  fix  or  eight  of  thefe 
Pills  every  Day,  and  after  them  a  Draught  of  the  follow* 

F  3  ing 
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H.    Mercury   and  its  Preparations   may    be 
juftly  ranked  among  the  Diuretics;   for  when 

ing  Wine  :  R.fal.  alfinth.  drach.  i.  facchar.  alb.  drach.  hi. 
ol.Jiillat,  nucis  mofchat.  gutt.  vi.  vin.  albi  lib.  i.  m.  ut  fiatvi- 
num  medicatuw.  On  taking  thefe  Medicines  &e  voided  fix- 
teen  Stones  of  an  irregular  Shape,  about  the  Size  of  com- 
mon Marbles  that  Boys  play  with  ;  foon  after  {he  was  feiz- 
ed  with  fuch  a  continual  Flux  of  Urine,  that  the  Waters 
ffowed  from  her  involuntarily  in  To  great  Quantities  as  to 
pafs  through  the  Bed  and  Chamber-Floor.  The  Patient 
was  then  reftored  by  proper  Cordials  and  Bandages,  the 
Dropfy  being  almoft  in  a  Moment  of  Time  abforbed  and 
drained  off  by  the  Kidnies.  RuJJel  on  the  Ufe  of  Sea-Water, 
feci.  2. — The  late  Dr.  P.  Shaw  ufed  to  efleem  the  Balfam 
Copaivi,  mixed  with  the  Lixivium  Tartari  in  the  Propor- 
tion of  half  a  Drachm  of  the  Balfam  to  a  Scruple  of  the 
Lixivium,  given  in  any  common  Draught,  as  a  powerful 
Diuretic  in  Dropfies.  And  Sir  Edward  Wilmot  ufed  to  re- 
commend half  a  Drachm  of  the  Sal  Polychreft,  mixed 
with  fifteen  Drops  of  the  Oleum  Juniperi  by  means  of  the 
Yolk  of  an  Egg,  in  two  Ounces  of  any  common  Julep, 
and  given  twice  a-Day,  as  a  good  Diuretic  in  fuch  Cafes. 
If  he  gave  it  only  once  a-Day,  he  doubled  the  Dofe. — 
Other  Practitioners  have  joined  Nitre  and  the  other  neu- 
tral Salts  to  the  natural  Balfams  in  various  Forms. — Hip- 
pocrates recommends  the  Bodies  of  three  Cantharides  with- 
out the  Heads,  Wings,  or  Feet,  bruifed  in  Water,  as  a 
good  Medicine  in  the  Dropfy.    De  Viclu  acutoru?n>Jeci.  66. 

given 
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given  Angle,  or  mixed  v/ith  other  Medicines, 
it  fometimes  efficacioufly  promotes  the  Excre- 
tion of  Urine  (/). 

$.  When 

(/)  Quickfilver  killed  in  Honey,  Conferve,  or  fome  of 
the  natural  Balfams,  was  formerly  a  Medicine  much  ufed 
in  dropfical  Cafes. — For  a  poor  Woman  about  fifty  Years 
of  Age,  whofe  Belly  fwelled  in  confequence  of  a  fcanty 
Secretion  of  Urine,  I  prefcribed,  after  fhe  had  taken  a  hy- 
dragogue  Purge,  two  Ounces  of  an  Infuficn  of  Juniper- 
Berries  and  Gentian  in  Ale,  adding  a  little  Spiritus  Min- 
dereri,  to  be  taken  Morning  and  Evening,  and  eight  Grains 
of  the  mercurial  Pill  of.  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  at 
Bed-Time.  The  Ufe  of  thefe  Medicines  brought  en  a 
copious  Difcharge  of  Urine,  and  in  a  Fortnight's  Time 
(lie  recovered  her  Health. 

***  The  late  Dr.  Stevenfon  of  Edinburgh  wrote  fome 
Years  ago  to  a  Phyfician,  his  particular  Friend,  that 
he  had  cured  a  Lady  of  feventy  Years  of  Age  of  a 
Dropfy,  by  ordering*  her  to  take  conftantly  for  fome 
time  fo  much  of  a  Quickfilver  Pill  as  contained  eight 
Grains  of  the  Quickfilver,  every  Night  at  Bed-Time  ;  and 
four  of  the  following  Pills  three  times  a-Day  :  R.  AHiire- 
centis  drach.  iii.  G.  amnion,  fapon.  venet .  fingnlorum  drachm,  i. 
pith,  milliped.  q.  s.ut  pant  pit.  gr.  v.  which  were  wafhed 
down  with  two  Ounces  of  the  following  Infufion  :  R.  Ctncr, 
geniji.  unc.  v.  limaiiir.  mart,  drach.  vi.  cori.  cinam.  contiif, 
drach.  iii.  femin.  corland.  drach.  ii.  femln,.  jlnap.  drach.  iv. 
vin,  Rhenan.  aq.  petroftlin.  fimp.  finguhrum  lib.  \  fs.   infunda- 

F  3  ter 
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$t  When  the  Paffage  of  Urine  is  obftru&ed 
by  Sand  or  Stones,  repeated  Dofes  of  the  mi- 
neral Acids  or  lixivial  Salts,  properly  diluted, 
Soap,  Lime- Water,  and  other  Remedies  for 
calculous  Diforders,  are  to  be  given, 

per  quatriduum  et  cola. — He  mentioned  likewife  another  La- 
dy whom  he  had  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  the  fame  Pills,  and 
of  Garlick,  and  fome  Dofes  of  Rhubarb. — My  Father  or- 
dered two  or  three  Dofes  of  Mercurius  Dulcis  to  a  Man 
who  had  an  univerfal  Anafarca  and  Afcites,  which  pro- 
duced fuch  a  copious  Difcharge  of  Urine,  as  to  remove 
his  Complaints  entirely  in  one  Night. 

In  January  1762,  I  ordered  three  Grains  of  Calomel, 

Morning  and  Evening,  to Carter,   a  Soldier  in  the 

nth  Regiment  of  Foot,  who  laboured  under  an  Anafarca, 
which  had  come  after  a  Flux,  and  had  yielded  nothing  to 
other  Remedies,  This  Medicine  proved  ftrongly  diuretic, 
and  removed  his  dropfical  Complaints. — A  Phyfician  told 
me,  that  he  has  cured  two  Dropfies  by  giving  Quickfilver 
killed  in  the  Balfam  Sulphur.  Terebinth,  and  made  up  in- 
to Pills  with  the  Flour  of  Starch,  and  given  from  fix  or 
eight  Grains  to  a  Scruple  at  Bed-Time,  and  making  the 
Patient  take  next  Day  from  ten  to  fifteen  Grains  of  Rhu- 
barb. Thefe  Medicines  acted  as  ftrong  Diuretics,  and  at 
the  fame  time  kept  the  Body  open.  He  faid  that  this  Me* 
oicine  was  much  ufed,  and  ftrongly  recommended  in  drop- 
fical  Cafes3  by  the  late  Dr.  Brown  of  Invernefs* 

1.  ThQ 
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t.  The  Cathartics  recommended  in  Se£t.  41, 
not  only  empty  the  Inteftines,  and  caufe  a  Flow 
of  Liquors  to  them,  but  alfo  often  increafe  the 
Quantity  of  Urine,  and  when  they  are  given 
either  at  the  fame  time  or  alternately  with  Diu- 
retics, are  obferved  to  increafe  their  Operation. 

k.  Diuretics  may  alfo  be  affifted  by  relaxing 
Injections  thrown  into  the  great  Guts,  and  by 
keeping  the  Loins  warm  while  the  reft  of  the 
Body  is  cool. 

K  If  the  Remedies  mentioned  in  this  Sec- 
tion do  not  increafe  the  aqueous  Secretions,  they 
will  be  prejudicial  -,  for  by  difTolving  the  Blood 
they  add  to  the  Difeafe  ;  and  this  Excretion  of 
Urine  is  of  fuch  Confequence  in  Dropfies,  that 
it  may  be  faid,  in  general,  there  is  little  Ex- 
pectation of  making  a  Cure  while  more  Liquors 
are  drunk  than  are  palled  off  5  and  Celfas  (k) 
obferved  long  ago,  that  when  the  Urine  is  ia 

(k)  "  Si  plus  humoris  excernitur  quam  afiumitur,  ita  de- 
fc  mum  fecundae  valetudinis  fpes  eft.     Celf  lib,  iii.  cap.  %i. 

greater 
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greater  Quantity  than  the  Drink,  the  Phyfician 
may  hope  for  Succefs. 

43.  The  Skin  of  dropfical  People  is  general- 
ly dry,  the  perfpirable  Liquor  being  poured 
into  the  hydropic  Cavities  ;  if  therefore  the 
Excretion  by  the  Skin  be  increafed,  a  lefs 
Quantity  of  Fluid  is  conveyed  into  the  Cavities 
to  increafe  the  Difeafe,  and  the  Blood  is  freed 
from  a  Redundancy  of  Water.  To  obtain 
this, 

a.  The  Method  prefcribed  by  Celfus  is  cer- 
tainly very  rational  (/)  :  "  Sweat,  fays  he,  is  to 
"  be  promoted,  not  only  by  Exercife,  but  like- 
<c  wife  in  warm  Sand  (m),  a  Bagnio  or  Stove 

and 

(/)  "Evocandus  eft  Tudor  non  per  exercitationem  tan- 
**  turn,  fed  etiam  in  arena  calida,  vel  laconico  vel  clibano, 
*'  fimilibufque  aliis  ;  maxime  enim  funt  utiles  naturales  h 
"  ficcse  fudationes."     Celfus,  lib.  iii.  cap,  21. 

(m)  Dampier  m  his  Voyages  relates,  that  being  ill  of  a 
Diopfy  in  the  Ifland  of  California,  he  covered  himfelf  all 
C»ver  with  Sand,  warmed  by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,   for   an 

Hour  5 
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"  [n)i  and  other  fuch  like  Contrivances  $  for 
<c  natural  and  dry  Sweating  is  very  ufeful," 

b.  Friftion  as  well  as  Exercife  is  univerfally 
known  to  promote  Perfpiration. 

c.  So  alfo  do  the  Stimulants  recommended 
in  Se&.  23  jv  j  efpecially  thofe  which  are  com- 
pofed  of  a  fubtile  Oil  and  volatile  Salt  (0). 

d.  The 


Hour  ;  then  he  was  carried  to  Bed  and  well  covered  with 
Cloaths,  where  he  fell  into  a  profufe  Sweat,  after  which  he 
recovered  daily. 

(n)  A  Patient  affiicled  with  an  Hydrops  Pectoris  and 
Afcites,  was  cured  by  fweating  plentifully  in  a  Stove  pre- 
pared with  Spirit  of  Wine,  living  on  a  fudorific  Diet  of 
Guiac  and  Sarfaparilla  for  twenty  Days,  and  taking  a  hydra- 
gogue  Purge  every  fourth  Day,  River.  Obf.  cent.  4.  obf.  71. 
— It  is  probably  the  warm  Steam  in  the  Grotto  clelli  Serpi 
near  Rome,  that  cures  Dropfies  and  many  other  Difeafes ; 
although  the  EfFecl:  is  attributed  to  the  Licking  and  Sucti- 
on of  Serpents.  See  theHiftory  of  the  Cure  of  a  Dropfy 
by  this  Cave,  Mifcel.  Curiof.  a.  n.  c,  dec.  3.  ann,  4.  obf.  20. 

(0)  John  Tackier,  afHi&ed  with  a  Dropfy,  fwezttd 
profufely,  and  difcharged  a  great  Quantity  of  Urine,  by  the 

Ufc 
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■  d.   The   natural  Balfams  a<5t  nearly  in  the 
fame  Way. 

e:  Mercury,  and  feveral  of  its  Preparations, 
frequently  open  the  Pores  of  the  Skin  and  pro- 
mote a  plentiful  Diaphorefis ;  efpecially  if  pro- 
per Care  be  taken  to  direct  their  Operation  this 
Way, 

j\  Antimony,  and  its  Preparations,  readily 
affecTt  the  Skin,  and  increafe  the  cutaneous  Ex- 
cretions (/>). 

g.   And 

Ufeof  Spirit  of  Sal  Ammoniac  s  the  Swelling  having  fubfided, 
the  Remains  thereof  were  carried  off  in  a  few  Days  by  a 
Dofe  or  two  of  a  Hydragogue  Purge.  Bmmnger,  cent.  i. 
ebf  76. — The  Decoction  of  the  Rad,  Vincetoxicum  (Swal- 
low-wort) is  ftrongly  recommended  as  a  Sudorific  in  the 
Dropfy.     Mifcel.  Cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  ann.  7.   ebf  38. 

(p)  Sydenham  hat  recommended  frrongly  the  Crocus  Me- 
tallorum  given  by  way  of  an  Emetic  in  the  Afcites  where 
the  Belly  is  large,  de  Hydrope. — And  Dr.  Peter  mentions 
his  having  cured  one  Antony  Maria  of  an  Anafavca  and 
Afcites,  by  ordering  hira  fome  of  the  Sulphur  Metallorum 
with  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol,     It  foon  gave  him  Relief,  and 

within 
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g.  And  Opium,  either  by  itfelf  or  different* 
ly  prepared  with  other  Medicines,  produces  the 
fame  Effe&s  (q). 

h.  Thefe 

within  twelve  Days  his  Belly  and  other  fwelled  Parts  were 
much  decreafed,  having  evacuated  a  Deal  of  Water  both 
by  the  Mouth  and  the  urinary  PafTages,  and  in  a  little 
Time  was  cured.  Dr.  Poier  gives  great  Praifes  to  this  Me- 
dicine the  Sulphur  Metallorum,  and  mentions  feveral  other 
Cafes  he  cured  by  it.  See  Hoffman  Oper.  Supplem.  p.  I. 
cent.  1.  obf.  2.  97.  cent.  2.  obf  12.  75,  cent.  3.  obf,  36.  37.97. 

(q)  A  Woman  gave  to  her  Hufband  labouring  under  a 
Dropfy  fifteen  or  twenty  Grains  of  Laudanum  -,  he  broke 
out  into  a  profufe  Sweat,  paiTed  a  great  Quantity  of  Urine, 
and  was  cured.  Htft,  de  VAcad.  des  Sciences,  1703. — A  Gen- 
tleman who  was  much  troubled  with  nocturnal  Pains  from 
an  ill-cured  Lues  Venerea,  for  which  he  would  take  no- 
thing but  a  little  Laudanum  to  eafe  his  Pain,  at  length  fell 
into  an  univerfal  Dropfy  ;  and  being  averfe  to  Medicines, 
he  lent  for  Dr.  Willis,  to  know  if  he  might  take  Laudanum 
in  this  Difhmper,  fo  as  to  keep  him  eafy  :  the  Doctor  con- 
fented  to  it,  after  giving  him  proper  Cautions,  and  went; 
away,  not  expecting  he  would  live  many  Days.  The  Pa- 
tient immediately  took  a  large  Dofe  of  Laudanum,  which 
he  continued  to  increafe  every  Day  till  the  Quantity  was 
almoit  incredible.     In  a  Month's  Time  all  his  dropfical 

Swellings 
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h.  Thefe  twolaft  named  Medicines,  the  Anti- 
mony and  Opium,   have  often  a  better  Effect 

Swellings  were  gone,  his  nocturnal  Pains  left  him,  he  had 
a  good  Appetite,  and  was  able  to  walk -abroad.  The  O- 
pium  fweated  him  plentifully  every  Night,  and  made  him 
pafs  a  large  Quantity  of  Urine.  Willis  Fharm.  Ration, 
p.  I.  feci.  7.  cap.  1. 

The  following  Cafe  I  had  from  Dr.  Knight.  A  middle- 
aged  Man,  after  <.  quartan  Ague,  was  taken  with  an  Af- 
cites,  and  being  fwelled  all  over  was  received  into  the 
Wejlminjler  Infirmary.  A  Number  of  Purgative  and  o- 
ther  Medicines  were  given  him,  which  did  not  at  all  re- 
lieve him  ;  and  there  feemed  to  be  little  Hope  of  his  Reco- 
very. Dr.  Knight  ordered  him  a  Dofe  of  Dover's  Opiate 
Powder,  which  fweated  him  plentifully,  and  relieved  him 
greatly  ;  he  continued  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine  for  two 
Months  with  the  fame  Succefs,  his  Swelling  all  the  while 
diminifhing  confiderabiy  ;  but  at  the  End  of  this  Period 
the  Powder  had  no  more  Effect,  and  hisDifeafe  feemed  to 
be  at  a  Stand.  The  Doctor  then  ordered  him  to  take  a 
Purgative  alternately  with  the  Powder  ;  which  Courfe  re- 
lieved him  alfo  but  little  till  he  was  bandaged  pretty  tight- 
ly all  over  :  the  Medicines  then  began  to  have  a  good  Ef- 
fect ;  and  by  continuing  this  Courfe,  and  drawing  the 
Bandages  tighter  as  the  Water  was  evacuated,  a  compleat 
Cure  was  made  in  a  fhort  Time.  The  Doctor  faw  the  Man 
four  or  five  Months  afterwards  in  good  Health,  and  be- 
lieves he  has  had  no  Relapfe. 

when 
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when  mixed,  than  when  either  of  them  is 
taken  feparately,  efpecially  the  antimonial  Wine 
and  Tindtureof  Opium  (r). 

I.  That  thefe  diaphoretic  or  iudorific  Medi- 
cines may  have  a  proper  Effect,  their  Operation 
muft  be  affifted,  not  "only  by  excluding  the 
cold  Air,  but  alfo  by  keeping  the  Surface  of 
the  Body  warm  with  thicker  Garments,  and  a 
greater  Quantity  of  Bed  Cloaths  than  ufual,  as 

(r)  The  antimonial  Wine  mixed  with  Tinciure  of  Opi- 
um is  now  a  Medicine  much  ufed  in  St.Georgis  Hofpital :  I 
have  often  given  it  as  a  Sudorific,  which  Intention  it  anfwers 
effectually,  and  does  great  Service  in  rheumatic  Cafes. — -" 
Tc  a  Woman  about  forty,  afflicted  with  a  Dropfy  of  the 
rncyfted  Kind  for  feveral  Years,  which  had  diftended  her 
Belly  to  an  enormous  Size,  and  feemed  to  proceed  from  a 
fchirrous  Ovarium,  Lordered  thirty  or  forty  Drops  of  Lau- 
danum in  an  Ounce  of  Pepper-Mint  Water,  firft  with  half 
a  Drachm  of  the  Lixivium  of  Tartar,  and  about  two 
Months  afterwards,  when  the  Medicine  itemed  not  to  pro- 
duce its  ufual  Effect,  with  fifty  Drops  of  the  antimonial 
Wine  :  {he  took  this  Medicine  as  oft  as  {lie  found  her  Belly 
begin  to  grow  larger,  and  was  always  relieved,  the  Per- 
fpiration  and  Difcharge  of  Urine  being  greatly  iricreafed  by 
its  Ufe. 

well 
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well  as  with  warm  Drink,  and  fomenting  the 
Skin  with  Stearns  of  hot  Water,  or  rather  with 
the  Vapour  of  burning  Spirits  of  Wine;  or  by 
rubbing  the  Body  with  warm  Flannel  well  im- 
pregnated with  aromatic  Fumes,  when  an 
increafed  Perfpiration  without  Sweat  is  in- 
tended. 

44.  Although  a  Salivation  raifed  by  Mercu- 
ry greatly  weakens  the  Patient,  and  dhTolves 
the  Humours  into  an  aqueous  Mafs,  yet  it  is 
faid  to  have  cured  a  Dropfy  (5) :   when  there - 

(s)  A  Man  between  twenty-five  and  thirty  Years  of 
Age  was  attacked  with  an  Afcites  and  Anafarca*  and  find- 
ing no  Relief  from  any  other  Means  ufed  for  his  Recovery, 
was  cured  by  being  tapped  and  falivated.  Recourse  was 
bad  to  the  Salivation,  becaufe  neither  the  Puncture,  nor  any 
Medicines  which  had  been  given  him,  removed  the  fubcu- 
taneous  Swellings.  Du  Verney,  Memoir,  de  VAcad  des 
Sciences,  17 03. — A  Woman  labouring  under  a  Dropfy  was 
cured  by  an  accidental  Salivation,  raifed  by  Mercury  mixed 
with  purging  Pills,  which  continued  fourteen  Days.  Mif- 
cel.  Curiof.  dec*  2.  ann.  4.  ohf.  36. — An  hydropic  Woman 
was  greatly  aflifted  in  her  Cure  by  a  Salivation.  Aft.  Phyf 
Med.  a.  n.  c.  vol.  v.  ohf.  3, 

fora 
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fore  this  Diftemper  has  baffled  other  Remedies, 
Salivation  may  be  tried. 

45.  In  Dropfies  every  Difcharge  of  watery 
Fluids  is  not  to  be  efteemed  beneficial ;  for  if 
thefe  are  only  feparated  from  the  Blood  without 
any  Diminution  of  the  hydropic  Swelling, 
which  alone  is  the  fure  Sign  that  the  defired 
Abforption  has  been  made,  the  Patient's 
Strength  is  exhaufted,  and  his  Blood  diffolved  5 
fo  that  the  Cure  of  the  Difeafe  is  fo  far  from 
being  advanced  by  fuch  Excretions,  that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  Cafe  muft  be  rendered 
worfe. 

46.  In  the  few  Cafes  where  there  are  other 
natural  Paffages  than  thofe  now  treated  of  to  be 
opened,  it  is  plain  that  the  Methods  of  Cure 
muft  be  varied  according  to  each  particular 
Cafe  -y  which  (hall  be  confidered  in  the  fecond 
Part  of  this  EfTay. 

47.  The  like  Variety  of  Management  being 
required  in  different  Dropfies  where  artificial 

G  Outlets 
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Outlets  for  the  Water  are  to  be  made,  I  muft 
not  at  prefent  enter  into  any  Detail  concerning 
them. 

48.  When  hydropic  Water  is  let  out  either 
by  the  natural  or  artificial  Paffages,  efpecially  if 
it  be  done  fuddenly,  the  Prefiure  of  the  Wa- 
ter on  the  Sides  of  the  Cavity  in  which  it  was 
contained,  and  on  the  neighbouring  Organs,  is 
taken  off;  wherefore  the  Liquors  from  the 
Heart  finding  lefs  Refiftance  here  to  their  Flow 
than  in  other  Parts,  will  overftretch  all  thefe 
Veflfels  where  the  Preflure  is  diminifhed,  and 
produce  Inflammation  or  Gangrene  in  the 
fmaller  Veflfels  (/),  and  the  Effufion  of  Liquors 
where  they  have  any  Apertures  («).      At  the 

fame 

(t)  Hiftories  of  Inflammations  or  Gangrenes  coming  foon 
on  the  Bowels,  after  performing  the  Paracentefis  incauti- 
oufly,  may  be  read  in  MifceL  Cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  ann.  6.  obf. 
152. — Pbilof.  Tranf.  No.  223. — BoneU  Sepulch.  Anat.  lib.  iii. 
{eft.  21. 

(u)  More  Water  is  collected  in  the  Abdomen  in  one 
Week  after  tapping  than  fix  before  it. — Hydatides  opened 

often 
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fame  Time  the  other  Organs  of  the  Body  be- 
ing deprived  of  their  due  Proportion  of  Liquors 
will  become  unfit  for  performing  aright  their 
Functions ;  and  hence  a  Difficulty  in  Breathing, 
Weaknefs  and  Faintnefs,  Lofs  of  Appetite, 
bad  Digeftion,  and  fuch  other  Symptoms,  are 
the  common  Confequences  of  a  fudden  Evacu- 
ation of  hydropic  Waters  from  large  Cavities (w). 

49.  Thefe 

often  difcharge  as  much  in  a  Day  or  two,  as  was  formerly 
collected  in  them  during  Months  or  Years. — The  Water 
which  was  clear  and  limpid  at  afirfl  Tapping,  is  frequent- 
ly bloody  at  a  fecond. 

(iv )  People  labouring  under  the  Dropfy  often  die  fud- 
denly  when  they  feem  to  be  in  a  fair  Way  of  Recovery, 
and  the  dropfical  Swellings  to  diminifh  daily  ;  nay,  often 
after  a  feeming  Cure.  Many  Inftances  of  which  we  meet 
with  in  St.  George's,  and  other  large  Hofpitals.  I  have  had 
the  Bodies,  of  feverals  who  died  in  this  Way,  opened. 

In  fome  no  Water  was  found  in  the  Cavities,  nor  any 
vifible  Fault  in  any  of  the  Vifcera,  or  other  Organs,  which 
we  could  affign  for  the,  Caufe  of  Death ;  and  we  could 
only  Conjecture,  that  either  the  Water  had  fo  macerated 
and  relaxed  the  Fibres,  as  to  render  them  unfit  to  perform 
longer  the  vital  Functions,  or  that  the  fudden  Evacuation 
of  the  Water  had  occafioned  the  Death  of  the  Patient. 

G  2  In 
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49.  Thefe   bad  Confequences  of  taking  a- 
way  hydropic  Waters  are  to  be  prevented,    1. 

By 

In  feveral  I  have  feen  Water  in   the  Cavities  of  the 

Thorax,  and  Signs  of  Obftruclions   of  the  Lungs In 

others  Faults  of  the  other  Vifcera. 

In  fome  I  have  obferved  large  Polypous  Concretions  in 
the  Heart,  and  large  Blood-Vefiels,  which  feemed  to  have 
been  recently  formed,  and  which,  in  fome  Cafes,  I  have 
conjectured  to  have  been  the  Caufe  of  the  fudden  Death  of 
the  Patient. — A  Cafe  of  this  Kind  occurred  lately,  William 
Hitching,  twenty-two  Years  of  Age,  whofe  Father  and 
two  Brothers  had  died  of  the  Dropfy,  was  admitted  into 
St.  George's  Hofpital  the  14th  of  November  1764,  for  an 
univerfal  Dropfy.  By  having  Scarifications  made  in  his 
Legs,  and  the  Ufe  of  diuretic  and  purgative  Medicines,  the 
Swellings  gradually  decreafed,  and  he  feemed  to  be  in  a  fair 
Way  of  Recovery,  when,  on  the  7th  of  December,  he  died 
fuddenly,  .at  Nine  o'Clock  in  the  Morning,  after  a  calm 
Night's  Sleep,  and  having  eat  fome  Water-Gruel  about 
half  an  Hour  before. — His  Body  was  opened  next  Day. 
The  Brain  was  found  and  firm,  and  there  was  no  more 
Water  than  common  in  its  Ventricle?,  or  on  its  Surface. 
The  abdominal  Vifcera  were  all  found,  and  but  a  very 
fmall  Quantity  of  Water  in  the  Cavity. — The  right  Cavity 
of  the  Thorax  contained  above  a  Quart  of  Water,  but  did 

not 
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By  Tetting  out  the  Water  flowly,  and  in  fmall 
Quantities  at  a  Time,  that  the  Pfeffure  may 
be  taken  off  very  gradually. — 2.  By  making 
as  great  a  PreiTure  on  the  Part  from  which  the 
Water  is  difcharged  as  was  occafioned  by  the 
Fluid  while  it  remained  within  the  Body.— -3. 
By  applying  fomc  of  the  ftrengih'ening  Medi- 
cines taken  Notice  of  in  Seft,  2 


o' 


Indication  IIL 

50.  Tho'  the  two  firft  Indications  may  have 
been  fuccefsfully  purfued,  fo  as  to  have  drained 
off  all  the.  extravafated  Water,  yet  the  third 
Indication  of  preventing  a  Relapic  is  not  to  be 

not  appear  fo  full  as  to  have  been  the  Caufe  of  Death. 
The  Lungs  adhered  a  little  to  the  Pleura  in  this  Side.,  and 
in  one  Part  was  full  of  Blood,  and  about  a  fq.uars  Inch  was 
black,  and  feemed  concreted  aloioit  to  a  ibi;d  M-afs,  tho* 
when  cut  out  of  the  Body  it  fwam  in  Water.  There  was 
but  a  fmall  Quantity  cf  Wavter  in  the  left  Cavity.  The 
Heart  was  very  large,  and  both  Ventricles  full  of  yel- 
low polypous  Concretions,  which  extended  into  the  large 
VeiTels,  and  which,  tho'  they  were  pretty  firm,  (eemed  to 
have  the  Appearance  of  having  been  recently  formed.  . 

G    3  •  forgot  ; 
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forgot ;  for  there  are  few  Dlfeafes  into  which 
Patients  are  fo  liable  to  Relapfe  as  the  Dropfy. 
Whoever  therefore  has  once  had  a  Dropfy  muft 
be  particularly  on  his  Guard  againft  a  Return 
of  it. 

51.  Perfons  in  this  Condition  ought  to  per- 
fifl  long  in  the  Ufe  of  Corroborants,  and  fuch 
other  Medicines  as  leffen  the  Difeafe,  gradually 
forbearing  Evacuations,  and  increafing  the 
Dofes  of  the  (lengthening  Remedies,  till  the 
natural  Tone  of  all  the  Organs  is  reftored  ;  then 
the  cold  Bath,  which  was  faid  to  be  improper 
while  the  Dropfy  continued,  may  be  fuccefs- 
fully  employed  for  bracing  the  Solids  fuf- 
ficiently. 

It  will  be  readily  underftood,  that  in  the 
Dropfy  from  Rigidity,  (Seel.  28.)  where  a 
peculiar  Method  was  propofed,  there  is  an  Ex- 
ception to  the  Rule  above  mentioned. 

52.  Befides  the  general  Method  now  pro- 
pofed, fpecial  Regard  is  to  be  had,   1.  To  the 

original 
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original  Caufe  of  the  Dropfy  >  the  Increafe  or 
Return  of  which  is  to  be  guarded  againft. — 
2.  To  the  Part  more  immediately  affected ; 
for  the  Sides  of  the  Cavity  ought  to  be  com- 
prefled,  fupported,  and  ftrengthened,  till  their 
Fibres  and  VefTeis  have  recovered  their  proper 
Strength  and  Tone. 

53.  If  the  morbid  Cavity  can  be  deftroyed 
or  filled  up,  without  Danger  or  very  great  In- 
convenience to  the  Patient,  it  is  advifeable  to 
do  it,  as  in  many  Cafes  there  is  no  ether  Me- 
thod of  preventing  a  frefh  Collection  of  Water. 

54.  A  particular  Recital  of  thofe  Symptoms 
that  frequently  attend  Dropfies,  or  might  be 
brought  on  by  them,  but  are  not  neceffary 
Confequences,  or  conftant  Concomitants  of 
this  Difeafe,  are  purpofely  omitted,  as  they 
would  lead  us  into  too  large  a  Field  of  Inquiry 
foreign  to  the  prefent  Subject. 

55.  .  In  the  preceding  Part  of  this  Effay  it 
was  hinted,  that  the  general  Account  of  this 
Difeafe  was  not  fufficient  to  direct  us  to  the 

G  4  Cure 
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Cure  of  its  different  Species  j  we  fhall  there- 
fore now  proceed  to  a  more  particular  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  different  Kinds  of  Dropfies,  which 
will  be  the  more  clearly  comprehended,  if  the 
general  Doctrine  already  propofed  be  kept  in 
View. 


PART 
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PART     II. 

Of   the   different  Kinds    of 
DROPSIES. 

56.  '  ~^HE  Waters  of  Dropfiss  are  con- 
JL  tained  either  in  Cavities  which 
have  a  free  Communication  with  others,  or 
in  fuch  as  have  no  direft  or  natural  Outlet. 
Hence  the  Divifion  into  difFufed  and  incyfted 
Dropfies. 

CHAP.   I. 
Of  the  diffused   DROPSY. 

The  Seat  of  the  Difeafe. 

57.  The  Principal,   if  not  the  only,    Seat  of 
the  difFufed  Dropfy,  is  that  cellular  membranous 

Subftancc 
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Subftance  which  is  to  be  found  every  where 
under  the  Skin,  about  the  Mufcles,  Blood- 
Veffels,  Nerves,  Bowels,  and  which,  in  (hort, 
feems  to  ferve  as  a  general  conne&ing  Medium 
to  all  the  Parts  of  the  Body. 

58.  This  cellular  Subftance  confifts  of  ex- 
tremely fmall,    pellucid,    dudtile  and   elaftic 
Membranes ;   in  fome  Places  it  is  denfe,   and 
in  others  loofe,  and  in  fome  Parts  it  is  of  a  fine, 
in  others  of  a  coarfe  Texture  :  and   tho*  we 
cannot  demonftrate  either  Veffels  or  Nerves 
proper  to  its  Lamellse,  neverthelefs  innumera- 
ble large  Veffels,  both  arterial  and  venous,  as 
well  as  fmaller  exhaling  and  abforbing  Tubes, 
with    Abundance    of    Nerves,  are   difperfed 
through   every  Part  of  it.      Between   thefe 
Membranes  are  Spaces  of  an  irregular  Figure, 
and  of  very  different  Sizes,   opening  into  each 
other  (*),    and  commonly  called  Cells  j  into 

thefe 


(*)  Do  all  the  Cells  of  the  Tunica  Cellulofa  communi- 
cate with  one  another  univerfally  through  the  human  Body, 
and  is  the  Water  of  anafarcous  Dropfies  equally  difperfed 

through 
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thefe  the  Arteries  are  conftantly  pouring  Li- 
quors, which  are  again  reaffumed  into  the 
Blood  by  the  Extremities  of  abfoibent  Veins. 

59.   Many 

• 

through  them  ?  Or  are  there  two  Sorts  of  cellular  Mem- 
branes, the  one  which  may  be  called  Reticular,  into  which 
the  mere  watery  Liquors  are  fecreted,  and  in  which  drop* 
fical  Water  is  lodged  ;  the  other,  which  may  be  called 
Adepofe,  into  which  the  Fat  is  depofited,  and  into  which 
the  Water  of  Dropfies  never  enters  ? 

Till  we  know  mere  of  the  intimate  Structure  of  animal 
Bodies,  we  cannot  determine  thefe  Queftions  with  Cer- 
tainty. 

The  firft  is  the  mofr,  general  received  Opinion,  nor  are 
the  Arguments  of  our  not  being  able  to  fqueeze  the  Fat 
from  one  Part  to  another,  or  of  its  not  falling  down  into 
particular  Parts,  fufficient  Proof  of  the  contrary  $  for  we 
are  not  toexpecl  that  where  there  is  a  thick  denfe  cellular 
Membrane,  and  fmall  Cells  filled  with  a  grofs  Fat,  and 
the  Communications  between  thefe  Cells  but  fmall,  that 
we  can  be  able  by  external  PrefTure  to  fqueeze  this  Fat  from 
one  Cell  to  another,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  we  would  do 
Water,  liquid  Oil,  Air,  or  any  other  fuch  Fluid,  thrown 
into  the  moft  loofe  Part  of  the  cellular  Membranes  ;  far 
lefs  are  we  to  imagine  that  the  grofs  Oil,  after  it  has  ac- 
quired the  Confiftence  of  Fat,  will  fall  down  by  its  own 
Weight  into  the  cellular  Subftance  of  thofe  Parts  where 

Naturo 
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Many  of  thefe  Cells  we  find  filled  with 
a  grofs  Fat,  others  with  a  fine  Oil ;  in  others 
we.  obferve  a  vifcid,  in  others  only  a  fine  watery 
Liquor :   Nature  having  furnilhed  every  Part 


Nature  has  intended  that  no  Fat  (hould  be  lodged. — And 
although  it  be  true,  that  in  many  Parts  of  the  human 
Body  there  kern  to  be  particular  Organs  fitted  for  fecreting 
and  preparing  the  grofs  Oil  called  Fat,  whether  Glands 
according  to  Perrault,  Collins^  and  others,  or  Adepofe  Sac- 
culi  according  to  Morgagni^  or  VeiTels  of  certain  Diame- 
ters  according  to  Ruyfch  and  Hatter;  and  that  in  other 
Parts  of  the  Body,  fuch  as  the  Eye-Lids,  Scrotum»  &c.  there 
feerns  to  be  no  fuch  particular  Structure,  yet  we  cannot  con- 
clude from  thence  that  the  Water  of  Dropfies  is  never 
lodged  in  the  fame  Cells  with  the  Fat;  or  afHrm  with  Cer- 
tainty, that  there  is  no  univerfal  Communication  between 
the  Cells  of  the  Tunica  Cellulofa.  Water  or  Air  drove 
forcibly  into  the  cellular  Membranes  feems  to  fill  all  the 
empty  Cells,  and  dropfical  Diforders  confume  the  Fat  in  the 
cellular  Membranes,  and  the  Marrow  in  the  Bones ;  and 
thefe  Cavities  are  often  found  after  Death  full  of  a  watery 
inflead  of  an  oily  Liquor. 

Whoever  would  know  more  of  the  Structure  and  Ufe  of 
the  cellular  Membrane,  and  the  different  Opinions  that 
have  been  prbpofed  concerning  it,  may  confult  the  ingenious 
Dr.  Hatter  s  Elementa  Phyftolog.  lib.  ufefi,  2. 

of 
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cf  the  animal  Body  with  Organs  for  preparing 
fuch  Liquors  as  were  moil  fit  for  its  Ufe. 

SYMPTO  M  S. 

'  60.  The  Defcription  of  a  Dropfy  already 
given  in  Seel:.  4. — 10.  anfwers  to  the  diflufed 
ones,  allowing  for  the  Appearances  arifing  from 
the  Nature  of  the  cellular  Membranes  in  which 
the  Water  is  contained  :   Thus, 

a.  The  very  fmall  Quantity  of  Water  con- 
tained in  each  Cell  can  fcarce  fluctuate  fo  much 
under  the  Finger  as  to  imprefs  it  with  the  Scnk 
of  an  undulatory  Motion  5  but  by  Preffure  the 
Water  may  be  fqueezed  into  the  neighbour- 
ing Cells  :  by  thefe  Means  a  fmall  Hollow  or 
Pit  is  made,  which  is  flowly  and  gradually  fill- 
ed up  again  when  the  Preffure  is  removed. 

b.  The  Water  by  its  Weight  defcends  thro' 
thefe  Cells  towards  the  lower  Parts,  which 
therefore  are  generally  more  fwelled  and  dif- 
tended  than  thofe  above. 

c.  The 


94        OF  THE   DROPSY. 

c.  The  Symptoms  of  this  Difeafe,  in  moft 
of  the  deep-feated  internal  Organs,  not  being 
obfervable  either  by  the  Eye  or  the  Finger, 
we  can  only  judge  fuch  Parts  to  be  affe&ed  by 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Patient,  and  the  Inju- 
ries which  the  different  Fun&ions  may  have 
fuftained. 

CAUSES    and    PROGNOSTIC. 

6 1.  The  Caufes  of  the  diffufed  Dropfy  are 
enumerated  in  Sedt.  11.— 18.  and  the  Prog- 
noftic  is  to  be  made  according  to  the  Circum- 
ftances  hinted  in  Sedt.  19. 

CURE. 

62.  Nor  is  any  Circumftance  to  be  changed 
in  the  Indications  of  Cure  related  in  Sedt.  20. 
But  in  the  Therapeutic  Part  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  obferve,  that  the  Abforption  from  the 
cellular  Membrane  is  more  eafily  performed 
than  from  any  of  the  Cyfts,  becaufe  its  Veins 
are  larger  and  more  numerous,   and  the  Sides 

of 
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of  its  Cells  have  generally  lefs  PrefTure  on  them 
than  the  Cyfts  have  ;  hence,  cateris  paribus^ 
the  diffufed  Dropfy  yields  fooner  to  Medicines 
than  the  incyfted. 

Its   different   Species. 

ANASARCA. 

63.  The  mod  frequent  and  manifeffc  Kind  of 
the  diffufed  Dropfy  is  the  fubcutaneous,  called 
by  the  Latins  inter cus,   and  by  the  Greeks 

M&<ra,$Kci>    Of  K&vMQKiyyL&Tia.  (y), 

64.  When  this  Difeafe  depends  on  the  Cau- 
fes  mentioned  in  Sect.  12. — 15.  the  Feet  be- 
gin firfl:  to  fwell,   efpecially  in  the  Evening, 

(y)  Aretaus  makes  a  Difference  between  the  Leuco- 
phlegmatia  and  Anafarca ;  but  we  ufe  the  Words  Anafarca 
and  Leucophlegmatia  indifferently,  for  they  feem  to  be  but 
different  Stages  of  the  fame  Difeafe.  He  fays,  that  when 
the  Body  is  fwelled  with  a  thick  white  Pituic,  the  Difeafe 
ought  to  be  named  Phlegmatia,  but  when  the  Fkfh  is  dif- 
folved  into  a  bloody  thin  watery  Humour  ,  it  oup-ht  then 
to  be  called  Anafarca.     Lib.  ii.  cap.  i. 

after 
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after  Exercife,  and  when  the  Patient  has  flood 
or  fat  long ;  which  Swelling  rifes  frequently 
to  the  Thighs. — By  lying  in  Bed  the  Swelling 
becomes  lefs,  or  even  almoft  imperceptible. — 
The  Reafon  of  thefe  Appearances  may  be  ea- 
fily  underftood  when  one  confiders,  what  was 
before  hinted  at,  that  as  the  Cells  in  which  this 
watery  Fluid  is  deposited,  communicate  with 
each  other,  fo  of  Courfe  this  Fluid  defcendsby 
its  own  V/eight  to  the  inferior  Parts.  To  this 
if  we  add,  that  in  an  erecl  Pofiure  the  high 
Column  of  Blood  contained  in  the  Aorta,  and 
inferior  Vena  Cava,  preffes  upon  the  Veflels  of 
the  lower  Parts,  and  makes  the  Return  of  the 
Blood  from  thence  to  the  Heart  more  difficult ; 
and  that  under  fuch  Circum fiances  as  com- 
monly produce  the  Anafarca  the  vafcular  Syftem 
is  greatly  relaxed  ;  and  that,  by  thefe  Means, 
the  Power  failing  which  mould  promote  the 
Afcent  of  the  Blood  from  the  lower  Parts,  it 
mbves  with  more  Difficulty"  and  the  thinner 
Parts  are  by  this  additional  Delay  forced  into  the 
fmaller  Ramifications  of  the   Arteries,  which 

empty 
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empty  their  Contents  into  the  cellular  Subftance. 
But  when  a  Perfon  is  laid  horizontally,  the 
Height  of  the  Column  of  Blood  in  the  return- 
ing Veins  is  fhortened  ;  the  Blood  flows  with 
lefs  Difficulty,  and  the  Preffure  being  removed, 
the  Power  of  Abforption  is  reftored,  whilft  a 
lefs  Quantity  of  Moifture  is  forced  through  the 
exhaling  VefTels  (2),  and  therefore  the  Swellings 
decreafe. 

65.  In  the  Progrefs  of  this  Difeafe  the 
Swelling  rifes  to  the  Hips,  Loins,  and  Belly, 
extends  itfelf  to  the  Thorax,  and  at  length  to 
the  Hands  and  Face  -y  fo  that  the  whole  Body 
is  affe&ed  by  it,  the  moft  depending  Parts  be- 
ing always  the  moft  enlarged. 

66.  An  Obftacle  of  any  Kind  being  once 
made  to  the  Return  of  the  Blood  by  the  Veins 

(z)  If  Hoffman' 's  Obfervation  of  talL  People  being  more 
fubjed  to  this  Kind  of  Dropfy  than  thofe  of  a  low  Stature, 
be  true,  it  is  a  Kind  of  Confirmation  of  the  Do&rine  here 
laid  down.     De  Hydrops  cap.  20. 

H  from 
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from  any  Part  of  the  Body,  that  Part  foon 
becomes  anafarcous,  or,  as  it  is  mod  common- 
ly termed,  (edematous  -,  and  the  dropfical 
Swelling  extends  itfelf  gradually  in  Proportion 
to  the  obftructing.  Caufe,  tho'  all  the  Organs 
of  the  Body  are  in  a  natural  found  State  ;  thus 
an  anafarcous  Swelling  may  be  brought  on  the 
Limbs  by  compreffing  the  inferior  Vena  Cava 
or  the  Iliac  Veins;  or  on  the  Arms  or  Head 
by  compreffing  the  fuperior  Cava.  A  Schirrus, 
irrthe  Arm-Pit  often  Caufes  the  Arm  to  ap- 
pear extremely  (Edematous, 

6j.  Watery  Tumors  may  be  produced  where- 
ever  there  is  a  preternatural  Laxity  of  the  Solids, 
or  when  the  Circulation  of  the  Elood  is  ob- 
ftru&ed  in  the  capillary  Arteries  :  fuch  Tu- 
mors therefore  are  often  the  Confequences  of 
Palfy  {a),  Bruifes,  Sprains  3  but  the  Swellings 
from  Eryiipelas,  the  Poifon  of  the  Viper,  Bites, 
of  Infects,   &c.    though   they  feem  to  partake 

(<?)  See  a  Dropfy  from  Palfy,  Huffman  Stippkm.  cent.  I. 

97- 
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of  the  oedematous  Nature,  yet  they  more  pro- 
perly belong  to  another  Clafs  of  Difeafes,  than 
thofe  treated  of  here. 

68,  The  Head  and  Scrotum  are  the  only 
two  Parts  of  the  Body  on  which,  when  diftend- 
ed  with  the  fubcutaneous  Dropfy,  Authors 
have  been  pleafed  to  beflow  particular  Name?. 
To  the  former  they  have  given  the  Name  of 
Hydrocephalus,  and  to  the  latter  Hydrocele. 
But  in  fpeaking  of  thefe  two  Sorts  of  Dropfies 
it  is  always  right  to  add  the  Epithets  of  fubcuta- 
neous or  external,  to  diflinguifh  them  from 
the  other  Kinds  of  Dropfy  to  which  the  Head 
and  Scrotum  are  fubjeft,  and  of  which  there 
will  be  Qccafion  to  treat  in  the  following  Par? 
of  this  Effay. 

69.  As  the  Water  of  a  fubcutaneous  Dropfy 
ftretches  the  Skin,  preffes  on  the  Blood  Veffels, 
Nerves,  Mufcles,  &c.  and  relaxes  all  the  Parts 
it  touches ;  the  Pleat  of  the  Body,  the  con- 
tra&ile  Power  of  the  Mufcles,  and  the  Tone 
of  the  Veffels,  .  are  all  thereby  Considerably  di- 

H  2  minifhed: 
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minifhed ;  and  the  Skin  becomes  fo  infenfible, 
that  it  has  been  fometimes  burnt  without  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Patient  (V),  whofe  own 
Weight  at  laft  becomes  a  Burthen  greater  than 
he  can  fupport.— -The  Veffels  under  the  Skin 
being  by  this  Preffure  fo  ftraitened  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  tranfmitting  their  Liquors  to  the  Hearty 
difcharge  them  into  improper  Places  -y  hence 
are  frequently  produced  the  red  Spots  and 
Blotches  obferved  on  the  Skins  of  hydropic 
People. — The  diffufed  Water  too,  by  preffing 
univerfally  on  the  Veffels,  increafes  the  Refift- 
ances  to  the  Force  of  the  Heart,  which  of  Con- 


(c)  A  labouring  Man  who  feemed  to  be  almoft  drowned 
by  Water  under  the  Skin,  having  his  Thighs  as  thick  as 
an  ordinary  Man's  Body,  being  very  cold  in  the  Winter, 
lay  down  by  the  Fire  to  warm  himfelf,  and,  by  Accident, 
putting  his  Foot  againft  the  hot  Coals,  tho'  he  felt  no  Pain, 
was  fo  much  burned  that  the  Water  was  totally  evacuated 
in  three  Days  Time  thro'  the  Aperture  made  by  this  Acci- 
dent ;  and  he  was  fo  much  reduced  in  Size  that  his  Skin 
hung  loofe  about  him  :  but  he  recovered  his  Health  by 
what  at  fir  ft  feemed  to  be  a  Kind  of  Misfortune.  Boer- 
haav.  Comment,  infeft.  416.  Inftitut.  Med. 

fequence 
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fequence  becomes  unequal  to  its  Tafk  of  propel- 
ling the  Blood  thro'  the  Body  ;    and  therefore 
the  Blood  is  collected  moflly  in  the  large  Veflels 
about  the  Heart  and  in  the  Lungs,  where  it  caufes 
Anxiety,  fhort  and  difficult  Breathing,  efpecially 
when,   from  a  little  Motion  or  Exercife,  the 
frUall  Portion  which  finds  a  Paflage  thro'  the 
other  Parts  of  the  Body,  is  forced  to  return  to 
the  Heart  fomewhat  more  quickly  than  ordi- 
nary.— Sometimes  the  Water  diftends  and  di- 
lates the  Pores  of  the  Skin  fo  much,  that  thro' 
them  it  makes  its  Way  out  of  the  Body  (d). 
But  if  it  pafles  thro'  the  Veflels  of  the  Skin  only, 
and  not  thro'  the  Cuticle,  it  raifes  Blifters,  which 
being  broke  the  Waters  run  out  plentifully  (<?). 
— When  the  Circulation  is  wholly  flopped  in 
any  Part,  by  the  Prefiure  of  the  Water,  a  Mor- 
tification enfues.     Or,  when  the  extravafated 
Liquors  become  acrid  or  putrid,  they  erode  the 

( d)  &  (e)  I  have  feen  feveral  Inftances  of  both  ;  there 
are  remarkable  Examples  of  the  former  in  Mifcel.  Curl  a. 
n.  c.  dec.  2.  arm.  9.  obf.  i^.—Ibld.  an.  3.  obf.  136.  and  of 
the  latter  ibid.  dec.  2.  arm.  10.  obf.  34. 

H  3  Fibres 


£V1        OF    THE    DROPSY; 

Fibres  to  which  they  are  contiguous ;  and  if 
any  Part  of  this  acrimonious  Fluid  be  taken  up 
by  the  abforbent  Veffels  and  mixed  with  the 
circulating  Fluids,  it  caufes  Thirft,  Heat,  Fe- 
vers, and  their  numerous  Confequences. 

70.  A  general  Anafarca  never  is  without  a 
Collection  of  Water  in  the  cellular  Membranes 
furrounding  the  Vifcera  5  this  mull  occafion 
fome  Diforder  in  their  Functions,  from  whence 
various  other  Symptoms  arife,  which  fhall  be 
enumerated  when  we  come  to  confider  the  dif- 
ferent Sorts  of  internal  diffufed  Dropfies. 

71.  As  every  Kind  of  Dropfy  has  fomething 
*  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and  probably  yields  more  to 

fome  particular  Clafs  of  Medicines  than  to  others, 
in  treating  of  the  Management  of  each,  thofe 
Medicines  fliall  be  more  exprefly  considered 
whofe  Effecl:  may  be  generally  depended  on,  in 
the  Species  of  Dropfy  then  treated  of,  whilft  the 
others  are  only  cafually  mentioned. 

72.  a* 
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72.  a.  Thofe  corroborating  or  frrengthening 
Remedies  that  increafe  Abforption  when  exter- 
nally applied  do  more  Service  in  the  fubcuta- 
neons  Dropfy  than  in  any  other  Kind,  becaufe 
they  can  be  applied  a!  mod  to  the  Seat  of  the 
Difeafe ;  and  therefore  Friftion,  the  ftimulating 
Fumes  (jT),  Aromatic  (g)  and  fpirituous  Medi- 
cines 

(f)  R.  Puh.  benzoin,  q.  f.  vel  R.  ihur.  fv.cczn.  ana  p.  ae. 
mifce,  fiat  pulvis  ;  paulatim  ear bonibus  inc enfs9  intra  caminum 

injiciatur,  et  fumus  excipiaiur  panno  laneo^  donee  bene  calefcat 
pannus,  cuti  mane  et  vefpere  affricandus. 

(g)  R.  Puh.  fubt.  fummit.  alfinth.  unc.  iv.  eret  alb. 
unc.  viii.  mifce.  Pulvere  hocce  afpergatur  pannus,  quo  circum- 
ligandae  funt  partes  hydropicae,  h.  s. — vel  R.  puh.  fubtil. 
cinamom  dracb.  \fs.  nucismofchai.  drach.  ii.  camphoraefcrup.  ii. 
mifce.  Admifceatur  hicce  pulvis  cum  goffipio,  inferendo  inter 
duplicaium  linteumy   ex  quo  conficianiur  iibialia,  vel  manicae, 

funiculi s  adjlringendae. 

(b)  R.  Spirit,  vini  camphor  at.  unc.lv.  fpir it.  voht.  aromat. 
drach.  i.  mifce.     Affriceiur,  q.  s.  parti  tumidae  bis  in  die. 

The  following  Cafe  was  fent  by  the  Patient's  Daughter 
to  a  Friend,  from  whom  ^L  had  it. 

H  4  A 
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cines  (//),  or  other  external  Remedies,  are  fre- 
quently found  to  have  a  good  Effect,  and  ought 
to  be  affiduoufly  employed. 

b.  Bandages  are  extremely  proper  and  bene- 
ficial in  affifting  the  Tone  of  the  Parts,  and 
for  preventing  the  Influx  of  Fluids  into  the  cel- 
lular Subftance,  and  expelling  Water  from 
them,  and  in  promoting  the  Cure.  However, 
Care  ought  to  be  taken  not  to  apply  them  too 

A  Gentleman  of  Fortune  near  eighty  Years  of  Age,  after 
two  fevere  Fits  of  Illnefs,  fell  into  a  Dropfy,  and  fwelled  all 
over  j  he  was  afthmatic,  low  and  weak,  and  thought  to  be  a 
dying,  when  he  was  advifed  to  have  Cabbage  or  Colewort 
Leaves  applied  to  his  Legs.  The  hard  Stalks  were  cut 
away,  and  the  Coleworts  were  rolled  with  a  Rolling-Pin 
to  make  them  foff,  and  applied  frelli  twice  a  Day — By  De- 
grees they  began  to  draw  the  Water,  and  to  difcharge  it 
from  his  Legs,  and  his  Breathing  became  eafier. — The 
Difcharge  was  computed  to  be  about  a  Quart  in  the  Day  ; 
it  at  flrfl:  kept  him  low,  but  as  it  leiTened  he  recovered  his 
Strength,  and  his  Body  had  leiTened  13  Inches,  and  he 
was  able  to  lie  down  in  Bed,  which  he  had  not  been  able 
to  do  for  fome  Years  before;  and  in  May  inb\^  he  was 
able  to  walk  with  a  Stick,  to  dine  at  Table  with  his  Fa- 
mily, and.  ,to  go  out  an  airing  in  a  Coach.  In  November 
he  made  a  Journey  of  near  two  hundred  Miles,  and  was  in 
good  Health. 

tight, 
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tight,  left  we  flop  the  free  Circulation  of  the 
Blood  in  the  Parts  lower  than  where  the  Ban- 
dages are  applied,  and  occafion  an  Increafe  of 
thedropfical  Swellings  of  thefe  Organs,  or  give 
Rife  to  dangerous  Inflammations  and  Obftruo 
tions. 

c.  Diaphoretics  and  Sudorifics  ad:  chiefly  on 
the  Veflfels  of  the  Skin,  and  frequently  pro- 
duce very  good  Effects  3  whether  Heat  alone, 
or  Stimulants  (/),  or  antimonial  Preparations 
(£),    or  Mercurials  (/),   or   Opium   (m),   or 

other 

(?)  R.  Spirit,  corn.  cerv.  unc.  dimid.  cu'fus  aeger  fudailoni 
accinclus  hauriat  gutt.  lxxx.  in  quovis  liquor e  vinofo  tepido,  et 
gutt.  xx.  omni  poftea  quadrante  horae. — vel  R,  Julep,  e  cam- 
phor.  lib.  fs.  iincl.  ferpent.  unci  i.  mifce.  Propinanda  -eft 
primo  uncia  una>  et  poftea  unc.  dimid.  omnifemihora  ad  tres  vel 
quatuor  vices. — vel  R.  Spirit,  minder,  unc.  viii.  fal.  vol.  c.  c. 
gr.xl.fyrup  half.  Tolutan.  unc.  ii.  mifce :  hauriat  unc.  ii.  Jlatim 
cum  in  ledum  fe  receperiiy  et  uuciam  unam  omni  dein  hora 
dimidia, 

[k)  R.  Vin.  antimon.  unc.  dimid.  capiat  gutt. ,'xl.  in  Jeri  laclis 
vinof.  tepid,  unc.  ii.  etreit.  dcfis  ctmiihora  fiferat  ventri cuius. — 
vel  R.  Kerm.  mineral,  gr.  ii.  theriac.andromach.  drach.  i.  mifce 
pro  daft. — vel  R,  Ant'mion.  calcinat.   ad  albedinem  cum  aequali 

copia 
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other  Medicines,  are  employed  for  this  Pur- 
pofe  (;?). 

73.  Either 

copia  rafur.  com.  cerv.  gr.  xxx.  m.  pro  dofi.—ve\  R.  Vin. 
antimon.  gutt.  xj.  tincl.  thebaic,  gun.  xxx.  cap.  dof.  hujufmodi 
Sva  quaque  hora9  ex  quovis  liquor e  tepido. 

(/)  R.  %urpeth.  mineral,  gr.  i.  mithrid.  fcrup.  i.  ol  fiil. 
menth.  gutt.  iii.  mifce  pro  dofz.—velB..  Mercur.  dulc.  gr.  iv. 
camphor,  gr.  vi.  cpii  gr.  ii.  ?nifce  &  cap.fudori  accinclus. 

(m)  R.  Fulv.  cajlor.  gr.  xv.fal.fuccm.  gr.  v.  fal  vol.  c.  c% 
gr.  vi.  cpii  crud.  gr.  ii.  fyrup.  e  cortice  aurant.  q.  s.  ut  fiat  holm 
h.  s.  devorandus. — W  R.  Tartar,  vitriol,  fal.  nitri,  ana  Jcrup. 
iv.  funde  in  crucibulo^  pulveriz.  et  adde  pulv.  rad.  Ipecacoan. 
cpii  fingul.  fcrup.  i.  ol.JIil.  menth ae gutt.  ii.  mifce.  Dofis  eji  a 
fcrup.  i.  ad  gr.  xl.  This  is  Dover's  Powder,  formerly  men- 
tioned. 

*J*  A  Soldier  of  the  fecond  Regiment  of  Foot-Guards, 
who  had  undergone  repeated  Salivations  for  venereal  Com- 
plaints, catched  Cold,  and  (Welled  all  over  in  a  fhort  Time 
after.  He  had  a  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  a  Paucity  of  U- 
rine,  and  the  other  Symptoms  of  a  Dropfy.  The  Sur- 
geon of  the  Regiment  at  firft  ordered  him  hydragtfgue  and 
diuretic  Medicines,  which  gave  no  Relief.  He  then 
brought  him  to  the  Phyfician,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for 
this,  as  well  as  for  feveral  other  Cafes  taken  Notice  of  in 
this  third  Edition.  As  the  Man  was  young,  and  his  Pulfe 
full,  the  Doctor  ordered  him  to  be  blooded,  and  to  have 

fome 
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73.  Either  at  the  fame  Time,  or  alternately 
with  thefe  Remedies,   the  Corroborants,  Diu- 
retics, 

fome  Dofes  of  Dover's  purging  Eleeluary,  which  had  little  , 
EfTecl:.  He  then  ordered  him  the  following  Medicine,  to 
be  taken  by  Spoonfuls  till  it  both  vomited  and  purged  him  ; 
R.  Syrup  e  fplna  cervin.  unc.  ii.  tartar  emetlci  gr.  x.  He 
took  the  whole  before  it  produced  any  Effect ;  but  it  then 
operated  very  much  both  as  an  Emetic  and  Purge,  and 
relieved  the  Breathing  greatly.  Next  Morning  he  had  a 
Scruple  of  Dover's  fweating  Powder,  which  fweated  him 
freely,  and  gave  Relief.  The  third  Day  he  had  the  pur- 
ging Medicine  as  before,  but  the  Half  operated  freely. 
The  fourth  Day  he  had  half  a  Drachm  of  the  fweating 
Powder,  which  he  took  divided  into  two  Dofes,  at  half 
an  Hour's  Interval  between  each,  and  fweated  as  before. 
After  taking  thefe  Medicines  three  Times  each,  he  was 
obferved  to  be  better.  He  then  continued  to  take  thefe 
Medicines  alternately  for  fix  Weeks,  but  intermitted  two 
Days  between  each  Operation.  On  the  intermediate  Days 
he  was  allowed  a  Dram  of  Gin,  which  he  obferved  to  in- 
creafe  his  Difcharge  by  Urine.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
when  he  began  to  take  the  Syrup  of  Buckthorn  and  Tar- 
tar Emetic  at  longer  Intervals,  he  was  only  vomiced,  and 
without  drinking  threw  up  great  Quantities  of  green-co- 
loured Water.  By  this  Courfe  the  Swellings  .were  all  re- 
moved^ and  the  Cure  was  completed  by  his  taking  forty 
Drops  of  the  Elixir  Vitriol!  in  Bitters  to  reftore  his  Strength, 

In 
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retics,  and   Purgatives,  recommended  in  the 

firft  Part  of  this  Effay,  ought  to  be  prefcri- 

bed  (o). 

74.  Al- 

In  two  Months  he  feemed  recovered,  but,,  on  catching 
Cold  about  ten  Months  after,  was  threatened  with  a  Re- 
lapfe,  which  however  was  prevented  by  two  Dofes  of  the 
emetic  Cathartic.  He  lived  three  or  four  Years  after  this, 
and  then  died  of  a  Fever. 

{n  )  Hot  Bricks  applied  to  the  Feet  fvveated  them,  and 
cured  cedematous  Legs  remaining  after  an  Ague.  MifceL 
Cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  an.  8.  obf.  141. — The  Fumes  of  Gen- 
tian, Juniper  Berries,  and  Vinegar,  cured  a  Dropfy.  Ibid, 
dec.  3.  an.  9  &  10.  obf.  24. — An  hydropic  Child  was  cured 
by  fweating.     Ibid.  obf.  igj. 

(0)  Since  the  firft  Part  of  this  Effay  was  printed  I  received 
from  Mr.  Huuhefon,  Practitioner  in  Phyfic  at  Dalkeith  near 
to  Edinburgh,  an  Account  of  ten  dropfical  Cafes  in  which 
he  gave  Dr.  Stork's  Oxymel  Colchici. 

Two  anafarcous  Cafes  of  fome  {landing,  and  one  recent 
cedematous  Swelling  in  a  Child,  were  perfeclly  cured  by 
the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine. 

In  another  anafarcous  Cafe  it  increafed  the  Secretion  by 
Urine,  but  did  not  leffen  the  dropftcal  Swelling.  In  three 
others  it  had  no  fenfible  Effect. 


It 
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74.  Although  the  Remedies  hitherto  pro- 
pofed  may  have  been  duly  adminiftered,  yet 

the 

It  increafed  the  Quantity  of  Urine,  and  cured  a  Girl  of 
twelve  Years  of  Age,  whofe  Belly  was  fo  much  fwelled 
that  Part  of  the  Water  had  ouzed  out  at  the  Navel. — -It 
increafed  the  Quantity  of  Urine  in  another  afcitical  Cafe, 
and  it  had  no  Effect  in  a  third,  where  the  Water  was  car- 
ried off  afterwards  by  the  Patient's  taking  five  Grains  of 
Mercur.  Dulcis  at  Night,  and  purging  it  off  next  Morning 
with  a  Dofe  of  Ward's  Dropfy  Powder. 

Mr.  Hutchefon  fays  none  of  his  Patients  ufed  any  other 
Medicine  when  taking  the  Colchicum;  and  that  it  proved 
a  very  ftrong  Diuretic  with  the  two  firft  Patients,  who  took 
it  the  length  of  ten  Tea  Spoonfulls  in  the  Day  j  with  the 
others  it  operated  but  flowly. 

In  the  Month  of  June  1755,  Robert  Damyerint  a 
ftrong  young  Man,  was  taken  into  St.  George's  Hofpital 
for  an  Anafarcaby  Dr.  Dawfony  who  ordered  him  dry  Diet, 
a  Purge  of  Jalap  and  Nitre  twice  a- Week,  and  to  take  in 
the  intermediate  Days  the  Squill  Pills  and  faline  Draughts. 
By  the  Ufe  of  thefe  Medicines  his  Swellings  were  all  car- 
ried off  in  about  five  Weeks ;  he  made  Water  freely,  and 
fweated  often  ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  Help  of  fome 
ftrengthening  Medicines,  the  Cure  was  completed.' — John 
Mackan,  a  Man  thirty  Years  of  Age,   was  admitted  into 

St, 


no        OF    THE    DROPSY. 

the  Anafarca  may  increafe,  and  the  extravafa- 
ted  Water  remain  in  the  cellular  Subftance  un- 

left 

St.  George's  Hofpital  the  14th  of  February  1759  for  ana- 
farcous  Swellings  of  his  Legs  and  Thighs,  which  had  come 
fome  Months  before  from  drinking  fmall  Beer  while  he 
was  very  hot.  His  Pulfe  was  quick,  his  Tongue  white, 
and  he  made  but  a  fmall  Quantity  of  high-coloured  Urine. 
He  was  ordered  the  faline  Draughts  three  Times  a-Day, 
and  a  Dofe  of  Jalap  and  Nitre  twice  a- Week.  This 
Courfe,  in  about  feven  Days,  reftored  the  natural  Secre- 
tion by  Urine,  and,  removed  his  dropfical  Swelling  ;  and 
he  was  difcharged  the  Hofpital,  feemingly  in  good  Healthy 
the  25th  of  the  fame  Month. 

%*  Some  Years  ago  a  Phyfician  of  Eminence  was  called 
to  a  Lady  forty-two  Years  of  Age,  who  had  been  attacked 
with  anafarcous  Swellings  of  her  Belly  and  Legs,  a  Paucity 
of  Urine,  and  other  Symptoms  of  a  Dropfy,  after  a  Mifcar- 
xia^e.  The  Doctor  at  firft  ordered  her  to  take  two  Oun- 
ces  of  an  Infufion  of  Millipedes  Morning  and  Evening,  and 
a  Dofe  of  the  following  Phyfic  every  other  Day  :  R.  Puh.. 
rad.  jalap,  gr.  xv.  niiri  gr.  viii.  cum  rad.  frill,  recent. jr.  x. 
vd  gr.  xv.  pro  re  naia  5  while  (he  took  for  her  common 
Drink  a  Solution  of  half  an  Ounce  of  the  Broom-Ames  in 
a  Quart'  of  Water.  On  beginning  this  Courfe  {he  made 
Water  freely,  the  Phyfic  both  vomited  and  purged  her, 
and  the  Swellings  decreafed  daily.  After  taking  five  Dofes 
pf  the  Phyfic,  foe  had  the  following  Electuary  and  julep: 
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Jefs  drained  off  by  fome  artificial  Opening  made 

in  the  moil  depending  Part, 

*.  When 

R.  Conferv.  abfynth,  mafiitffi*  fefcunciam  fpecier.  aromatic, 
chalyb.  cum  [ulphur.  pr  afar  at.  fmgulorum  drachmam  unamfy- 
rup  e  cortice  aurantiorum  q.  f.  cap.  molem  n.  m.  bis  die  fuper- 
bibendo  uncias  duas  julep,  fequentis.  R  Aq.fontan,  aq.  cinam. 
fimp ■.  fmgulorum  uncias  ii.  Unci,  ftyptic  Helvet.  uncias  iv.  By 
ufing  thefe  Medicines,  and  taking  occasionally  a  Dofe  of 
her  Phytic,  fhe  got  well. 

*#*  The  fame  Gentleman,  in  the  Year  1754,  attended 
an  Officer  of  Diftin&ibn  who  was  ill  of  an  Anafarca,  and 
who  took  Variety  of  Medicines  without  receiving  much 
Benefit,  till  the  Doctor  ordered  his  Legs  to  be  punctured, 
and  him  to  have  the  following  Draughts  twice  a-Day  :  R. 
Aq.  cort.  aur ant.  fimp.  fefcunciam  aq.  jumper,  compofit.  drachm . 
iii.  confecl.  cardiac,  drachmam  dlmidiam^  fal.  fuccin.  gr.  x. 
fyrup.  croci  fcrupulos  ii.  mi  fee  pro  hauftu.  The  Pynclures 
difcharged  a  great  deal  of  Water,  and  the  Draughts  proved 
powerfully  diuretic,  and  removed  all  his  drcpflcal  Com- 
plaints. He  enjoyed  a  pretty  good  State  of  Health  for  near 
eighteen  Months  after  this,  only  he  had  once  a  violent 
Hemorrhage  at  the  Nofe,  which  was  iiopt  by  the  Ufe  of 
Afhingenis  ;  and  at  another  Time  a  Pain  in  his  Foot, 
which  was  judged  to  be  gouty,  but  which  he  of  himfelf 
repelled  by  the  Application  of  Poultices.  He  died  fud- 
denly  on  the  31ft  of  March  1757.— On  opening  his  Body, 
there  was  more  than,  the  common  Quantity  of  Blood  in  the 
VefTds.  The  Lungs  were  found,  and  there  was  no  Wa- 
ter 
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a.  When  the  Cuticle  is  raifed  by  a  Vefica- 
tory,  large  Quantities  of  Water  are  fometimes 

ter  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax.  The  Heart  was  in  its 
natural  Situation.  The  Pericardium  had  a  good  deal  of 
Fat  about  it,  and  contained  about  the  ufual  Quantity  of 
Serum.  The  Heart  was  of  a  large  Size,  its  Apex  was 
grown  to  the  Pericardium,  and  at  that  Part  its  Subftance 
had  loft  its  mufcular  Texture,  and  had  become  thin  and 
compact,  almoft  like  a  Membrane.  In  the  right  Auricle 
and  Ventricle  there  was  fome  coagulated  Blood,  but  no 
Polypus  ;  though  in  the  left  Ventricle,  contrary  to  what 
ufually  occurs,  there  was  a  firm  Polypus,  but  fmall,  not 
exceeding  the  Size  of  a  Coat-Button,  placed  juft  in  the 
inner  Side  of  the  Apex,  which  feemed  to  have  been  form- 
ed by  the  Blood,  which  conftantly  ftagnated  in  that  Part 
of  the  Cavity  which  could  not  be  contracted  from  the  Fault 
of  the  Structure  juft  now  mentioned.  The  Valves  of  the 
Heart  were  in  good  Order  ;  the  right  Ventricle  feemed  to 
be  entire  ;  but  befides  the  Concretion  of  the  Apex*  and  the 
Thinnefs  of  that  Part,  fome  part  of  the  Sides  of  the  left  Ven- 
tricle near  the  Apex,  and  part  of  the  Septum,  were  of  a 
whitifh  Colour,  and  of  a  callous  Hardnefs. — The  Liver  was 
found,  but  adhered  to  the  Diaphragm,  and  the  Gall  Blad- 
der was  of  double  the  natural  Size,  and  contained  a  vifcid 
Bile  and  three  Calculi,  one  of  which  was  large.  The  other 
Vifcera  were  in  a  natural  State. 

poured 
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poured  out  thro*  the  Skin  (p);  but  if  its  Sur- 
face is  too  much  expofed  it  is  liable  to  gan- 
grene ; 

(p)  I  have  frequently  ordered  Blifters  to  be  applied  to 
the  Legs,  or  Punctures  to  be  made,  in  Cafes  where  ana- 
farcous  Swellings  had  come  after  Fevers,  Fluxes,  and 
Agues,  and  generally  with  good  EfFec~r,  where  the 
Strength  was  not  already  too  much  exhaufted,  nor  the 
Dropfy  complicated  with  other  Diforders  ;  but  when  Pa- 
tients are  very  weak,  or  have  a  hectic  Fever  or  Purging, 
then  often  the  Difcharge  exbaufls  the  Strength,  and  a 
Gangrene  and  Death  are  the  Confequences.  The  Punc- 
tures are  greatly  preferable  to  Biiiters,  not  being  near  fo 
liable  to  be  attended  with  troublefome  Inflammations. 

We  find  the  Cafe  of  a  Patient  cured  by  Veficatories,  ap* 
plied  to  many  different. Parts  of  the  Body,  in  River,  Obf. 
comnnm.  a  Jaco%.  obf.  21.—  In  the  Year  1747  I  faw  a  young 
Man  labouring  under  an  Anafarca,  from  whom  all  the 
Water  was  drained  off  by  Biifters  applied  to  his  Legs,  but 
his  Legs  mortifying  he  died. — See  fuch  another  Cafe  told 
by  Gui.  Fabric.  Hildan.  cent.  1.  obf  49. 

*d*  In  "January  1763,  aPhyfician  was  called  to  a  young 
Man,  aged  thirty-one,  who,  on  catching  Cold  after  being 
cured  of  a  Venereal  Complaint,  had  fallen  into  an  univer- 
fal  Dropfy,  attended  with  a  Paucity  of  Urine,  and  its  other 
Symptoms.  He  was  fo  low  that  the  Doclor  was  afraid  to 
give  him  fTrong  purgative  Medicines,  and  therefore  at  firffc 
attempted  the  Cure  by  Diuretics.     He  had  the  Balfam  Co- 
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grene  •  fo  that  other  Expedients  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  this  Method. 

The 

paivi  with  Lixivium  Tartar! -3  then  the  Oleum  Juniperi  by 
Drops,  Draughts  with  Sal  Succini  and  Confeclio  Cardiac* 
fucceffively  one  after  another,  but  without  finding  Relief: 
Being  reduced  low,  and  the  Swelling  increafed  much,  the 
Doctor  ordered  fmall  Punclures  to  be  made  firft  in  one  Leg, 
and  then  in  the  other,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  prefcribed 
him  the  following  Draughts.  R.  Aq.  Alexet.  /imp.  fefcunciam 
aq.   nucis  mo/chat,   drachmas  ii.  fal  fuccin.  gr.  x.  fal.  vol.  c* 
cervi  gr.  vx.vel.  q.  f.  ad  faturationem^  fyrup.  balfami  tolut, 
drachm,  i.  M.  fiat  hauftus  fumendus  ter  die.     The   Punc- 
tures difcharged  a  great  deal  of  Water,  and  the  Swelling 
leflened. — In  a  few  Days  he  had  the  Draughts  only  twice 
a  Day,  Morning  and  Evening,  and  as  he  refted  badly  at 
Nights,  twenty  or  twenty-five  Drops  of  Laudanum  were 
added  to  the  Evening  Draught ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
began  to  rub  his  Belly  Morning  and  Evening  for  near  an 
Hour  and  a  half  with  Sallad  Oil.     This  Courfe  he  conti- 
nued for  a  Fortnight  ;  he  was   fenfibiy  eafier  after  each 
Unction,    he  began    to    make  Water   freely,    and    the 
Quantity  he  made  foon  exceeded  that  of  the  Liquor   he 
drank.     By  the  Middle  of  Aprils  both  his  Belly  and  his 
Legs  were  reduced  to  their  natural  Size,  he  walked  out, 
was  feemingly  in  good   Health  on  the  26th,    and  con- 
tinued well  fome  Months  after,   the  laft  Time  his  Phy- 
fician  faw  him.     It  is  remarkable  that  the  firft  very  great 

Flow 
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^  The  Antients  burnt  the  Skin  with  a  hot 
Iron,  and  fome  Moderns  ufe  the  potential 
Cautery   in  Place  of  it.     But  Efchars  formed 

Flow  of  Urine  came  after  eating  for  Supper  a  Couple  of 
E^s  with  the  Shells,  which  his  Nurfe  had  recommended 
to  him  as  good  for  his  Stomach. 

%*  Another  Patient  cf  the  fame  Gentleman's  who  had 

been  fubjecl:  to  the  Gravel,  after  catching  Cold,  perceived 

that  his  Belly  and   Legs   had  fwelled,  and  that  he  did  not 

make  a  Quarter  of   a  Pint  of  Urine  in  the  twenty-four 

Hours.     The  Doclor  at  firft  ordered   him    fifteen  Drops 

of    the  Oil     of    Juniper     mixed    in     a    Draught    by 

Means  of   the  Yolk  of  an   Egg   twice    a     Day,    and 

a  mercurial   Pill,     which  leiTened  the   Swelling   of   his 

Belly,  but  not  of  his  Legs.     After  four  Days  the  Pills 

made  him  fick,  and  he  was  defired  to  leave  them  off,  to 

rub  his  Belly  Morning  and  Evening  with  Sallad  Oil,  and 

to  ufe  for  Drink  art  Infufion  of  the  Cineres  Geniftae  ;  thefe 

Remedies    proved   extremely  diuretic,    removed    all  the 

Swellings,  but  the  great  Difcharge  by  Urine  weakened 

him  too  much,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged  to  leave  off 

their  further  Ufe  ;  the  Doctor  faw  him  fome  Time  after, 

when  he  was  much  emaciated,  but  had  had  no  Return 

©f  his  dropficai  Complaints. 

I  2  by 
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by  either  Method  will  not  allow  the  Water  to 
pafs  off  immediately  -,  fo  that  we  muft  wait  for 
the  flow  Separation  of  the  Efchar,  while  in  the 
mean  Time  the  Difeafe  is  gaining  Ground,  or 
the  Efchar  muft  be  cut  thro'  or  removed,  and 
therefore  the  previous  Burning  was  ufelefs. 

v.  In  Galen  $  Time  Punctures  were  more 
ufed  by  Phyficians  than  burning  (j),  the  for* 
mer  in  general  allowing  the  Water  to  run  out 
more  plentifully  (r), 

(q)  See  Galen.  Comment,  in  Abhor*  i^^feSi.  vi. 

(r)  A  Man  Seventy  Years  of  Age,  who  laboured  under 
an  Anafarca,  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Pun&ure  with  the 
Needle  lived  feveral  Months,  Willis  de  Anafarca,  pharm* 
ration,  part.  2.  One  of  the  Servants  of  the  Portugueze 
Envoy  to  the  Brttijk  Court  would  have  died  in  a  fliort 
Time  of  a  Dropfy,  had  not  the  Waters  plentifully  and 
conftantly  ouzed  out  at  an  Orifice  cafually  made  juft  by 
his  great  Toe,  where  he  had  formerly  a  deep-rooted 
Corn.  EngUJbTranflat.  of  Boerbaavis  dphorifms9  note  t§ 
fe£i.  1242. 

Moft 
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}.  Moft  of  the  Moderns  follow  Celfus's 
Method  (i),  and  make  Incifions  into  the 
Hydropic  Swellings  to  give  Vent  to  the  Wa- 
ter (/). 


Th< 


(s)  "  Incidendum  quoque  fuper  talum,  quatuor  fere  Al- 
t' gitis,  ex  parte  interiore  eft :  .quo  per  aliquot  dies  frequens 
"  humor  feratur  :  atque  ipfos  tumores  incidere  altis  plagis 
"  oportet ;  concutiendumque  corpus  eft  rnuka  geftatione3 
"  atque  ubi  induclse  vulneribus  cicatrices  funt,  adjiciendum 
<c  exercitationibus  &  cibis,  donee  corpus  ad  priftinum  fta,- 
"  turn  revertatur."     Celf.  lib.  iii.  cap.  21. 

(t)  A  middle  aged  Man  labouring  under  an  Anafarca 
from  Hard-drinking,  had  Incifions  made  on  the  In  fide  of 
his  Thigh,  which  difcharged  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Water, 
and  took  three  Dofes  of  a  ftrong  hydragogue  Purge,  of 
the  Juice  of  the  common  Iris,  at  the  Diftance  of  three 
Days  between  each,  while  only  a  Pint  of  Liquor  was  al- 
lowed him  in  a  Day ;  by  which  Method  molt  of  the  hy- 
dropic Swellings  fubfided.  He  then  was  ordered,  by  Way 
of  a  Strengthened  forne  Wormwood  Water  in  which  a 
little  Rhubarb  had  been  infufed.  The  Incifions  were  kept 
open,  and  the  Patient  abftaining  from  drinking  for  fome 
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5.  The  Egyptians  are  faid  (u)  to  have  made 
Setons  in  the  Skin,  for  the  Water  to  drain 

away 

Months,  was  quite  cured.  Lifter.  Exercit.  Med.  de  hydrops 
tsgrot.  i. — In  the  Month  of  April  1754,  Elizabeth  Da- 
vies  was  taken  into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  by  Dr.  Dawfon, 
for  an  univerfal  Dropfy  $  fhe  told  me  (he  had  been  for- 
merly hydropic,  and  was  cured  by  purging.  The  Doctor, 
at  firft  ordered  her  fome  Dofes  of  Jalap  and  Nitre,  two  or 
three  Times  a  Week,  and  in  the  intermediate  Days  to 
take  the  Squill  Pills  ;  which  Medicines  had  little  Effect.  In 
the  Beginning  of  May  her  Legs  were  fcarified,  and  fhe 
was  ordered  dry  Diet,  and  the  bitter  fcorbutic  Ale,  and  to 
continue  the  Ufe  of  the  Squill  Pills.  In  a  little  Time 
moil  of  the  extravafated  Water  was  evacuated  by  the  Scari- 
fications. By  continuing  this  Regimen,  and  taking  now 
and  then  a  Purge,  and  once  a  Vomit,  all  her  dropfical 
Swellings  were  gone  by  the  Month  of  July,  when  fhe 
was  ordered  the  Steel  Electuary  and  cold  Bath.  Being  to 
all  Appearance  cured  of  her  Dropfy,  fhe  was  going  to  be 
difmifTed  the  Hofpital,  when  fhe  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
a  Fever,  and  died  the  third  Day.  Upon  opening  her  Bo- 
dy no  vifible  Caufe  could  be  found  to  which  either  her 
Dropfy  or  Fever  could  be  attributed. — A  Lady  labouring 
under  both  an  Anafarca  and  Afcites  had  a  fmall  Incifion 
made  in  each  Leg,  through  which  about  a  Gallon  of  Wa- 
Ur  was  difcharged  every  Dsy  for  ten  Days  together ;   her 

km 
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away  through  the  Apertures,  by  which 
the  Cord  paffes.  Others  put  Peafe  or 
fome  fuch  Bodies  in  the  Incifions  to  keep 
them  open  ;  but  a  Gangrene  is  to  be  feared 

Legs  were  fomented  often  with  warm  Fomentations ;  fhe 
drank  twice  a  Day  a  Cupful  of  a  bitter  Infufion,  and  at 
Night  a  diuretic  Draught  made  with  Oxymel  of  Squills, 
Cinnamon  Water,  and  Spirit  of  Lavender,  and  as  her 
Strength  returned  fhe  took  fome  purgative  Medicines.  By 
this  Treatment  fhe  was  reftored  to  Health,  and  lived  five 
Years  afterwards  without  a  Relapfe.  Mead.  Mon.  Med.  cap* 
viii. — Mr.  Cowper  is  faid  to  have  cured  a  great  many  by 
making  an  Incifion  between  the  Toes.  Englijh  TranfJat,  sf 
Bosrhaav.  aphor.  note  to  feci.  1242. 

(u)  "  Veteres  iEgyptii  homines  hydropicos  pharmads 
cc  quidem  non  vexabant ;  introducebant  autem  per  cutem 
<6  acusfilatrahentes,  relinquebant  in  vulnere  flla,  ne  coalef- 
<c  ceret,  ita  aqua  continuo  fluxu,  diii  no&uque  efHuebat 
c<  omnis."  Boerhaav.  comment,  in  injtit.  med.  feci,  416. 
edit,  ab  Haller. — Where  Boerhaave  met  with  this  Account 
of  the  Egyptians  I  cannot  find ;  but  one  may  fee  this  Ope- 
ration defcribed,  and  Cafes  of  the  Afcites  where  it  was 
unfuccefsfully  put  in  Pradtiee,  related  by  Dicker,  Exercit. 
preclic.  p.  289, 
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from  the  continual    Preflbre  and  Irritation  of 
thefe  extraneous  Bodies. 

75.  Some  Cautions  ought  to  be  obferved 
in  making  thefe  Incifions. 

a.  They  ought  always  to  be  in  the  lower 
and  moll  depending  fwelled  Part,  that  the 
Water  may  have  a  free  Exit, 

b.  Large  Veffels,  Nerves,  Tendons,  and 
fuch  other  Organs^  are  not  to  be  hurt,  if  it 
can  be  avoided,  in  performing  any  cf  thefe 
Operations. 

c.  The  Difcharge  of  the  Water  mull  be  re- 
gulated according  to  the  Strength  of  the  Patient, 
left  in  attempting  to  cure  we  deftroy  him  (x)  j 

(#)  "  iEgriim  igitur  quovis  modo  fuftinere  oportet,  ne 
"  curatio  mortem  acceleret;  id  quod  mihi  videre  contigit, 
*'  fcmel  quidem  mea  ipfius  non  fatis  caute  aegroti  robur  se- 
"  ftimantis  atque  iterum  chirurgi  temerarii  culpa,"  Mead, 

Mori*  Med.  cap.  viii* 

and 


OF     THE     DROPSY.     121 

and  therefore  he  is  by  all  Means  to  be  fup- 
ported,  and  if  the  Evacuation  be  too  large, 
it  muft  be  moderated  by  proper  Plaifters  and 
Bandages. 

d.  Hippocrates  long  ago  obferved,  that  the 
Sores  of  hydropic  People  were  not  eafily 
cured  (y);  and  therefore  advifes  that  they 
fhould  be  anointed  with  a  warm  Medicine  (#) ; 
and  left  the  Skin  near  to  fuch  Sores,  being 
perpetually  wet  with  the  warm  (harp  Hu- 
mours flowing  from  them,  inflame,  become 
painful,  and  in  Danger  of  producing  a  Gan- 
grene, it  ought  to  be  protected  by  feme  de- 
fenfive  Ointment  (a). 

(y)  See  Hippac.  Jphot\fe3.  vl  8, 

(z)  See  Hiptoc.  de  loch  in  homine,  feft.  36. 

[a)  R.  Unguent,  alb.  unc.  i.  liquefcat  lent  colore^  £5?  ah 
igne  remoto,  adde  balsam,  oppodeltoch.  drach.  i.  mtfce.~—vel 
R.  Ung.  e  lap'ide  calaminari  fefcunc.  balfam,  peruvian, 
drach,  iii.  camphor,  in  fpirii.  vim  folut.  drach.  ii.  mifce  s.  a, 
exficcatce  cuti  applicetur  Imimwtum  fuper  linteum  extenfum, 
vet  manu  cuii  affrmiur, 
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e.  If  the  Sores  of  a  dropfical  Patient  Gan- 
grene, they  muft  be  treated  with  Medicines 
proper  for  this  laft  named  Difeafe  (b)« 


External  Hydrocephalus. 

76.  The  external  Hydrocephalus  has  no- 
thing further  peculiar  to  it,  than » that  the 
Water  cannot  eafily  defcend  from  the  Integu- 
ments of  the  Cranium  to  the  inferior  Parts, 
by  Reafon  of  their  clofe  Connection  to  the 
Ears,  Mufcles,  and  their  Aponeurosis  (c). 

jj.  In  the  Cure  great  Benefit  arifes  from 
PrefTure  by  Bandages,  which  could  be  of  lit- 
tle or  no  Service  in  the  external  Hydrocele  ; 
the    Medicines    are  in    other  Refpedls    the 

(b)  See  the  good  Effects  of  the  Peruvian  Bark  in  fuch  a 
Cafe.     Med.  Ejjays,  vol.  iv.  art.  10.  obf.  2. 

[c)  Hleron.  Fabric,  ab  Aquapend.  fays  he  has  feen  the  Skis 
cf  the  Head  not  only  feparated  by  Water  from  the  Peri- 
cranium, but  alfo  raifed  by  it  into  a  large  Tumour.  OperaU 
chirugi  de  hydrocephaly 

fanie 


OF    THE    DROPSY.  123 

fame  as  were  prefcribed  for  the  univerfal  An$~ 
farca  (d). 


Of  the  Diffused  Dropsy  of  the  Sperma- 
tic Chord. 

78.  A  diffufed  watery  Swelling  of  the 
Spermatic  Chord,  which  feels  like  a  deep 
feated  oblong  Turnour  along  the  Courfe  of 
the  Chord,  has  nothing  peculiar  either  in  its 
Symptoms  or  Cure,  except  it  becomes  fo  large 
as  to  require  the  Water  to  be  let  out  either  by 

(d)  See  in  Burnet9- s  Mediciius  thefaurus9  from  Amaius  Lu- 
Jitanusy  a  Cafe  of  a  Boy  who  was  cured  of  a  Hydrocepha- 
lus by  anointing  the  Parts  with  an  Ointment  made  of  Ca- 
momile, Wormwood,  and  Butter.  Lib.  viii.  fett.  u.— * — ■ 
One  Abraham  C/ef,  by  riding  in  cold  Weather,  had  his 
Head  diftended  with  a  watery  Swelling  to  a  monftrous 
Si?e.  He  was  cured  by  Frictions,  warm  Fomentations, 
and  a  Bolus,  which  both  purged  and  vomited  him.  Bin- 
mnger  cbf.  cent,  i  obf.  94. — An  old  Man  was  cured  of  a 
Hydrocephalus  by  an  IlTue  made  with  the  aclual  Cautery. 
gifo.  obf.  part,  i.feff.  2, 

Pundure 
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Pun<5ture  or  Incifion ;  in  which  Cafe  the  Ope- 
ration muft  be  done  with  Care,  left  the 
Spermatic  Veffels  be  hurt. 

Of  the   Scrotal   Anasarca. 

79.  The  external  Hydrocele  or  Scrotal  Ana? 
farca,  which  is  often  accompanied  with  a  very 
large  watery  Swelling  of  the  fubcutaneous 
cellular  Membranes  of  the  Penis,  increafes 
fometimes  to  a  monftrous  Size,  on  account  of 
the  great  Quantity  of  loofe  cellular  Mem- 
branes in  the  Scrotum  5  but  this  Difeafe  has 
little  elfe  than  the  Name  peculiar  to  it   (e), 

except 

(e)  A  Gentleman  by  a  Fallbruifed  one  of  his  Tefticles, 
which  remained  larger  than  the  other  without  giving  him 
any  Trouble  for  about  twenty  Years,  when  he  found  his 
Scrotum  begin  to  fwell  5  it  continued  to  increafe  till  it 
was  as  large  as  a  Child's  Head,  and  fo  firm  that  it  was 
difficult  to  know  what  its  Contents  were.  It  withftood 
both  external  and  internal  Medicines,  till  a  Pundure  w^ 
made  into  it  with  a  Lancet,  and  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Wa- 
ter was  difcharged  j  we  could  then  eafily  feel  a  Fluctuation 

ftf 


OF    THE    DROPSY.        12$ 

Except  that  when  an  Attempt  is  made  to  cure 
it  by  Incilions,  they  ought  to  be  made  on  each 
Side  of  the  Raphe*  Gtherwife  the  Water  will 
not  be  evacuated  from  the  lower  Pare  of  the 
Scrotum,  on  the  Side  where  there  are  no  In- 
cifions  -,  becaufe,  though  there  is  always  a  free 
Communication  among  the  cellular  Membranes 
of  the  Scrotum  fome  way  below  the  Penis, 
yet  in  feveral  Bodies  there  is  not  fuch  a  Com- 
munication at  its  lower  Part  (f). 

of  Liquor ;  and  though  but  a  fmall  Quantity  of  the  Wa- 
ter was  let  out,  by  applying  to  the  Scrotum  a  Powder  of 
Chalk  and  Wormwood,  and  giving  a  few  purgative  Me- 
dicines, the  reft  of  the  Swelling  was  difcuffed,  and  a  Cure 
completed. — A  Soldier  in  the  Campaign  1745,  came  to  Dr. 
Grainger  with  a  fcrotal  iVnafarca,  which  was  occafioned  by 
a  Blow  on  the  Scrotum  the  Day  before.  He  was  immediately 
blooded,  and  a  Difcuflion  of  the  Tumour  attempted  with 
Fomentations,  by  which  the  Inflammation  was  removed, 
but  the  Swelling  ftill  remained.  The  Doctor  ordered  a 
Blifter  to  be  applied  to  the  whole  Scrotum,  which  difeharg- 
ing  plentifully,  in  a  few  Days  happily  effected  a  Cure* 
Douglas's  Treatife  on  Hydrocele,  chap.  i.  p.  18,  feci.  20. 

(/)  See  the  Defcription  of  the  Stru&ure  of  the  Scrotum 
in  Medual  Eflays*  vol.  v.  art,  20.  ft  ft.  30, 

if 


1^6        OF  THE  DROPSY. 

If  this  Difeafe  is  the  Confequence  of  an  As- 
cites, an  Anafarca,  or  other  Diforder,  its  radi- 
cal Cure  muft  be  the  Removal  of  thefe  its 
Caufes ;  foon  after  which  it  commonly  goes 
off  of  itfelf,  or  with  very  little  Affiftance, 
which  is  no  other  than  has  been  prefcribed 
for  the  general  Anafarca. 

80.  There  is  indeed  a  baftardKind  of  it,  that* 
to  wit,-  which  is  caufed  by  Urine  efcaping 
through  the  Subftance  of  the  Urethra,  and 
diffufing  itfeif  among  the  cellular  Membranes 
of  the  Scrotum,  where  it  foon  turns  acrid, 
and    irritates    or  erodes  the  Cells  containing 

a.  In  this  Cafe  numerous  Incilions  are 
to  be  made  into  the  Scrotum,  for  giving  a 
free  Paffage  to  the  Urine,  which  might  other- 
wife  create  wide  extended  iinous  Ulcers  and 
Fiftulss. 

(£■).  See  Examples  of  this  in  MifceL  Cur,  a.  n.  c.  dec.  3. 
m>  3.  obf.  68.  and  in  Medical  Effays,  vol,  v.  art.  22. 

What- 
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je.  Whatever  Obftacle  there  is  to  the  Paffage 
of  the  Urine  through  the  Uretha,  it  ought  to 
be  removed. 

y  .  The  Urine  is  always  to  be  let  out  of  the 
Bladder  through  a  Catheter  introduced  into  it, 
till  the  preternatural  Opening  in  the  Uretha  is 
clofed  up. 

cT.  If  thefe  two  lad  Methods  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted, an  Incifion  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
Urethra,  between  the  Part  which  is  blocked 
up  and  the  Bladder,  that  the  Urine  may  flow 
out  of  the  Wound,  and  not  be  difperfed  thro' 
the  cellular  Subftance  cf  the  Scrotum  and 
neighbouring  Parts. 


External  Watery  Swelling  of  the  Knee. 

81.  An  external  watery  Swelling  fometimes 
appears  at  the  Knee  on  the  Forefide  of  the 
Rotula,   efpecially   of    Chamber' Maids   and 

others 
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others  who  work  upon  their  Knees.  ti 
feels  moftly  like  a  diffufed,  though  fometimes 
like  an  incyfted  watery  Swelling  iv£). 

82.  The  Cure  is  to  be  attempted  by,-^- 
The  Fumes  of  aromatic  Gums,  or  other 
Aromatics  received  on  the  Knee  5 — the  em- 
brocating the  Part  with  difcutient  Liniments;—* 
the  Application  of  difcutient  and  aftringent 
Fomentations  and  Poultices ; — -and  Dofes  of 
fome  brilk  purgative  Medicine. 

83.  If  the  Swelling  be  large  and  does  not 
yield  to  the  above  Treatment,  it  muft  be  punc- 
tured to  let  out  the  Fluid,  and  afterwards  a 
gentle  Preffure  kept  on  the  Part,  by  Means 
of  Bandages,  while  the  Remedies  juft  now 
mentioned  are  ufed. 

[h)  This  Sort  of  Swelling  cf  the  Knee  is  not  generally 
taken  Notice  of  by  Authors,  though  I  have  feen  three  or 
four  fuch.  Cafes,  which  were  cured  by  the  Remedies  here 
recommended.  I  never  hw  any  of  them  opened,  but  I 
have  been  told  by  Surgeons  of  Experience  that  they  have 
known  troublefome  Symptoms  follow  the  making  a  large 
Incifion  into  fuch  Tumours. 

84.  In- 
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Internal  Diffused  Dropsies, 

84.  Water  diffufed  through  the  cellular 
Membranes  of  the  internal  Organs,  the  Me- 
diaftinum,  the  Mefentery,  the  Stomach  and 
Inteftines,  and  the  other  Parts,  is  not  to  be 
diftinguiflied  till  the  Dropfy  becomes  more 
univerfal,  and  fhews  itfelf  either  in  form  of  a 
Hydrops  Thoracis,  an  Afcites,  or  an  uniyerfgi 
Anafarca, 

85.  Is  it  not  reafonable  to  believe  that  many 
Dropfies  of  the  Breaft  and  Abdomen  have 
taken  their  Rife  from  Extravafations  of  war 
tery  Fluids  into  the  cellular  Membranes  of 
the  internal  Organs,  compreffing  and  other- 
wife  difturbinsr  the  Functions  of  their  abfor- 

o 

bent  Veflels,  efpecially  in  thofe  Dropfies 
which  yielded  to  Pundtures  made  into  the  ccU 
lular  Membranes  of  the  Legs?  and  to  other  ex- 
ternal Drains \h)  ? 

K  $6-  Sug^ 
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86.  Such  internal  diftufed  Dropfies  when 
known  require  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  the  univerfal  Anafarca. 


Dropsy  of  the  Lungs. 

87.  When  the  Lungs  arediftended  with  Air, 
their  whole  cellular  Subftance  feems  to  have 
plain  Openings  into  the  Bronchi  or  Branches 
of    the  Trachea,    and  therefore   one  fhould 

(b)  Mead  relates  an  Example  of  an  Afcites  cured  by  an 
external  Drain ;  but  as  the  Patient  ufed  Diuretics  and  Pur- 
gatives, the  Cure  could  not  be  attributed  folely  to  the 
Drain.  Monk.  Med.  cap.  8. — The  Water  in  the  Belly  of 
an  afcitica)  Perfon  is  faid  to  have  all  run  off  through  the 
Pores  of  the  Skin  and  Cuticle  of  the  Hypochondria. 
Mlfcel.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  an.  1.  obf.  79. — A  Man  who  had 
both  an  Anafarca  and  Afcites  was  freed  of  the  Anafarca 
by  making  an  Incifion  into  the  Scrotum,  but  the  Afcites 
did  not  diminifh.  Mif.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  ann.  10.  obf.  34. 
— It  is  a  general  Remark  that  Scarifications  and  IfTues  do 
no  Good  in  the  Afcites,  unlefs  it  be  complicated  with  ana- 
farcous  Swellings. 

imagine 


OF  THE   DROPSY.       i3i 

imagine  that  all  the  Fluid  which  once  entered 

thefe  Cells  would  be  readily  thrown  up  by 
coughing;  but  in  the  Kind  of  Afthma  com* 
rnonly  called  Humoral,  the  PafTages  from 
the  Cells  into  the  Bronchi  feem  to  be  fome 
how  or  other  fhut  up ;  for  the  Patients 
have  for  a  confiderable  Time  a  laborious  fuf- 
focating  breathing,  without  bringing  up  any 
Thing,  and  then  cough  up  large  Quantities  of 
flimy  Water  :  may  not  this  therefore  be 
efteemed  a  Species  of  the  diffufed  Dropfy? 
But  however  this  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  hu* 
moral  Afthma  is  often  the  Occafion  of  the 
Anafarca  (£),  and  is  cured  by  the  Remedies 

that 

(k)  Dr.  Sim/on,  in  his  Remarks  on  the  Hydrops  Pectoris, 
&c.  fays,  "  I  have  found  a  fmall  Degree  of  an  Anafarca 
<c  attended  with  a  much  greater  BreathlefTnefs  than  the 
"  greateft  Swellings  of  the  Afcites,  fo  that  when  I  find  a 
"  fudden  afth  marie  Fit  attack  a  Perfon  without  any  other 
"  vifible  Caufe,  if  I  find  the  leaft  Fullnefs  of  the  Face  ox 
"  Ancles,  I  make  no  Doubt  to  fix  upon  this  as  the  Caufe, 
<c  and  I  form  my  Indication  of  Cure  accordingly,  efpeci- 
"  ally  if  I  find  along  with  it  a  Pulfe  fuppreffed  fo  as  fcaice 

K  2  «  to 


i32        OF    THE   DROPSY. 

that  remove  this  Diforder,  of  which  feme 
Account  has  already  been  given. 

"to  be  felt."  See  Edinburgh  Medical  '  EJays,  Art.  59. 
vol.  vi. 

I  have  feen  fome  fuch  Cafes ;  and  there  is  a  remarkable 
one  inferted  in  the  Medical  Ejjays,  vol.  Hi.  art.  25.  of  a 
Gentleman  rendered  anafarcous  by  an  Infarction  of  the 
Lungs,  whofe  Pulfe  was  no  where  to  be  felt  till  after  the 
Operation  of  fome  Purgatives,  which  proved  his  Cure  in 
three  feveral  Attacks  ;  after  which  he  lived  many  Years  in 
good  Health. 

This  (Edema  of  the  Lungs  is  taken  Notice  of  by  Alber- 
tint  in  the  Injliiut.  Acad.  Bonon.  torn*  i.  p.  382. — By  Van 
Sweiten,  Comment,  fe^f,  1220.  vol  iv.  pag,  143.  and  by  other 
Authors. 


PART. 
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PART     II. 

CHAP.     II. 

Of  the  Incysted  Dropsy. 

88.  'Tp  H  E  Cyfts  or  Bags  which  contain 
JL  the  Water  of  Dropfies,  are  either 
fuch  Cavities  as  exifted  naturally  in  the  Hu- 
man Body,  or  fuch  as  are  moftly  formed  by 
the  Difeafe.  The  former  may  be  called  natu- 
ral Cavities,  the  other  preternatural  Cyjls. 

Of  natural  Hydropic  Cavities. 

89.  The  Natural  hydropic  Cavities,  either 
contain  nothing  but  Water,    or  contain  with 


it  other  Organs, 


K  3  90.  There 
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90.  There  are  only  two  Examples  of  Nat  li- 
teral Cavities  containing  nothing  but  Water,  to 
which  Authors  have  beftowed  the  Name  of 
Dropfies,  viz.  the  Uterus,  and  Fallopian 
Tubes.* — The  Diftenfion  indeed  of  the  Urinary 
and  Gall  Bladders,  by  their  proper  Liquors, 
refembles  it  greatly ;  but  as  the  contained  Li- 
quors are  very  different  from  Serum  or  Lymph, 
the  Difeafe  ought  not  to  be  ranked  with  the 
Dropfy. 

91.  The  Cavities  which  contain  other  Or- 
gans along  with  the  Water,  are  many. — The 
Eye,  containing  its  Humours,  —  the  Skull, 
the  Brain  and  its  Coverings — the  Vertelrce  of 
ike  Spine,  the  fpinal  Marrow  and  Nerves — 
the  Capfular  Ligaments  of  the  Joints,  within 
which  are  the  Mucaginous  Glands,  &c— the 
Thorax,  in  which  the  Lungs  and  other  Organs 
are  fituated — the  Pericardium,  ferving  as  a  Cafe 
to  the  Heart,  and  large  VeiTels  near  it, — the 
Abdomen,  containingtheChylopoeticand  other 
Vifcera, — the  Tunica  Vaginalis,   the  Tefticle. 

93.  Though 
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9^.  Though  Anatomifts  demonftrate,  that 
many  of  the  Organs,  faid  to  be  contained  in 
thefe  Cavities,  are  placed  on  the  Outride  of 
the  Membranes  that  compofe  them  ;  yet  I 
may  here  be  allowed  to  ufe  the  common 
Way  of  fpeaking  in  Refped:  to  thefe  Subjects, 
and  may  therefore  coniider  thefe  Organs  as 
if  they  were  contained  within  the  feveral  Ca- 
vities. 

93.  Thefe  natural  Cavities  are  not  imme- 
diately, upon  the  Beginning  of  a  Collection  of 
Water,  fo  much  ftretched  by  it,  as  thofe  Cyfts 
are  which  owe,  in  a  Manner,  their  Exiftence  to 
the  Difeafe  5  for  which  Reafon  the  Flu&uation 
of  the  contained  Liquor  is  more  perceptible, 
when  the  Part  is  moved  or  alternately  preffed  by 
the  Fingers  than  it  is  in  the  preternatural  Cyfts. 
—The  Tenfion  and  Weight  of  the  Liquor 
which  falls  always  to  the  lower  Part,  are 
more  fenfibly  felt  where  it  has  Room  to  move 
from  one  Part  of  the  Sac  to  the  other,  than 
where  it  remains  always  in  the  fame  Place  5 
and  as  it  is  toffed  hither  and  thither  itfooner  be«* 
K  4  comes 
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comes  acrid,  and  erodes  the  Parts  it  is  con- 
tiguous to ;  and  if  it  is  abforbed  and  mixed 
with  the  Blood,  it  produces  Fever,  Third:  and 
other  bad  Symptoms.  The  lefs  ftretching  and 
Preflbre  there  is  on  the  Cyft,  the  ftronger 
Power  of  Abforption  do  its  Veffels  poffefs,  ac* 
cording  to  the  general  Remark  in  fed.  36. 


Dropsy  of  the  Uterus. 

§4.  The  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  is  occasioned 
by  fuch  Caufes  as  obftrucl:  the  Paffage  from 
it,  and  the  Abforption  of  the  thin  watery 
Liquors  which  naturally  diftil  into  its  Cavi- 
ty (/)  5  or  Hydatides  may  be  formed  in  it,  ei- 
ther 


(/)  In  July  17^4, 1  was  defired  by  Dr.  J.  Durhan,  Phy- 
fician  at  Halefivorth  in  Suffolk,  who  then  lived  at  Richmond 
in  Surry,  to  fee  Mrs.  Knoivels,  a  poor  Woman  who  was 
ill  of  the  Dropfy.  She  was  fifty- two  Years  of  Age,  and 
had  had  a  Child  in  the  Year  1726.  In  1744  her  Belly 
began  to  fwell,  and  fhe  imagined  that  fhe  was  again  with 

Child, 
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ther  in  its  own  cellular  Subflance,  or  in  Re- 
mains   of   Placenta  {m).     The   Progrefs  of 

this 

Child,  till  nine  Months  were  elapfed ;  when  perceiving 
her  Miftake,  fhe  confulted  a  Phyfician,  who  believing 
the  Swelling  to  be  cccafioned  by  a  flefhy  Subftance  in  the 
Uterus,  ordered  her  to  take  a  Dofe  of  Hiera  Picra  once  a 
Month.  After  fome  Years  the  Swelling  decreafed  greatly, 
when  a  fmall  hard  Lump  could  be  perceived  in  the  right 
Epigaftric  Region,  which  fhe  faid  feemed  to  fall  over  to 
the  left  Side  like  a  Ball,  when  fhe  turned  from  the  right  to 
the  left  Side  in  Bed. 

In  Spring  1753,  fhe  had  a  paralytic  Stroke,  which  af- 
feited  principally  the  Mufcles  of  her  Face. — In  Autumn 
her  Menfes  ftopt*— and  towards  the  End  of  the  Year  fhe 
perceived  her  Belly  begin  to  enlarge  again  ;  and  after 
taking  a  Dofe  of  Hiera  Picra,  fhe  was  attacked  with  a 
violent  Pain  of  her  Bowels,  and  a  Purging.  Soon  after 
this  her  Belly  fwelled  as  much  as  if  fhe  had  been  fix 
Months  gone  with  Child  ;  and  although  the  Ufe  of  Diu- 
retic, mild  laxative  and  opiate  Medicines  leilened  the 
Swellings  a  little  and  procured  her  temporal  Relief,  yet 
fhe  daily  loft  Strength,  and  complained  often  of  Sicknefs, 
and  fharp  Pains  in  the  Bowels  till  the  Time  of  ner  Death* 
which  happened  the  23d  of  September  1754. 

When  I  faw  her  in  July,  Dr.  Durban  told  me  that  he 
had  fome  Days  before  introduced  his  Finger  into  the  Vi- 

gIna  i 
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this  Difeafe  is  fometimes  like  to  that  of  Pre*- 
nancy,  and  in  young  Women  has  at  iirft  been 

miftaken 


gina  ;  that  the  Cervix  Uteri  feerned  by  the  Feel  to  be  aU 
rnoft  obliterated,  and  the  Os  Internum  to  be  entirely  (hut 
up  :  and  that  when  he  had  prefled  the  Point  of  his  Finger 
up  againft  the  OsTincse,  he  had  felt  a  large  hard  Body  rife 
upon  it ;  and  that  the  Woman  had  had  a  Difcharge  of  a 
purulent  Matter  from  the  Vagina  for  fome  Time  paft. — — 
In  September  the  Dodor  acquainted  me  of  her  Death,  and 
I  went  out  to  Richmond  next  Day,  and  was  prefent  at  the 
Opening  of  the  Body. 

The  Omentum  was  eroded,  and  adhered  to  the  Fundus 
Uteri  and  left  Fallopian  Tube. — The  Folds  of  the  Intef- 
tines  adhered  to  one  another  in  feveral  Places, — The  Ute- 
rus was  as  large  as  if  it  contained  a  Foetus  of  fix  Months; 
it  felt  very  hard  ;  its  Subftance  cut  like  a  Piece  of  Pafte- 
board,  it  was  thin,  in  feveral  Places  was  oflifyed,  and  in 
others  filled  with  a  cretaceous  Matter  ;  it  contained  near 
three  Pints  of  a  black  fetid  Water,  and  its  internal  Surface 
was  black,  rough  and  eroded. — The  Os  Tincae  was  fwell- 
ed,  knobby  and  fcirrhous,  and  upon  being  prefTed  difcharg- 
ed  a  fetid  purulent  Sanies,  fuch  as  the  Patient  had  evacuat- 
ed by  the  Vagina  when  in  Life. — The  right  Fallopian  Tube 
and  Ovary  were  greatly  enlarged,  their  Subftance  being  fill- 
ed with  a  fteatomatous  and  fchirrous  Matter,  and  they  were 

befet 
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miftaken  for  it,  and  the  Truth  not  certainly 
known  till  nine  Months  were  elapfed,  the  Mo- 

befet  with  feveral  watery  Veficles. —  The  left  Fallopian 
Tube  and  Ovary  feemed  rather  to  be  wailed. 

Hoffman  mentions  a  Lady  who  daily  voided  a  Pint  of  Li- 
quor from  the  Uterus,  which  reduced  her  to  the  Joweft  Ex- 
tremity, and  at  laft  put  an  End  to  r.er  Life.  The  Uterus 
after  her  Death  was  found  to  be  in  part  fchrhous,  and  its 
Veffels  full  of  polypous  Concretions.  Medic,  ration,  fvfiem. 
Tom.  iii.  p.  160. 

A  Woman  for  fome  time  voided  every  Month  from  the 
Uterus  as  much  Citron  coloured  Water  as  filled  fix  or  eight 
Bafons,  after  which  her  Menfes  flowed  regularly.  FerneL 
znpatholog.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xv. —  Vefalius  tells  us  he  found  138 
lib.  of  Water  in  the  Uterus  of  a  Woman  ;  its  Os  Inter- 
num was  wonderfully  hardened,  and  the  right  Ovarium  was 
compofed  of  nine  or  ten  Bags  as  large  as  Goofe  or  Oitrich 
Eggs.  Anat.  lib.  v.  cap.  9. 

A  lady  imagining  herfelf  eight  Months  gone  with  Child, 
voided  a  great  Quantity  of  Water,  and  was  cured.  Accouch- 

mens  de  la  Motte,  obf.  16. A  Woman  died  of  a  Dropfy  ; 

when  her  Body  was  opened,  her  Uterus  was  found  full  of 
Water,  and  fo  large  that  a  Boy  of  ten  Years  of  Age  could 
eafily  have  been  contained  in  it.  The  Orifice  was 
quite  fhut  up  by  a  round  glandular  Tumor,  which  feemed 
divided  by  Zones  almoft  like  an  Orange.  JBonet.  fepidcb.  a- 
nai,  lib.  iii.  feci.  21.  obf.  55, 

tlon 
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tSon  of  the  Air  in  the  Inteftines  often  refem- 
bling  the  Stirrings  of  a  Child. 

95.  Wo- 

{m)  Two  Bags  full  .of  Water  were  taken  out  of  a  Wo- 
man's Uterus,  the  Orifice  of  which  had  degenerated  into 
an  impervious  folid  Ligament,  and  on  its  Sides  were  a  Num- 
ber of  flefhy  Knobs.  Mifcel.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  2.  ann.  5.  obf. 
50  C59  67. —  A  Woman  voided  a  great  Number  of  Hydati- 
des from  her  Womb.  Philofopk,  tranf.  num.  ^bo.fecl.  11. — 
A  Woman  who  believed  herfelf  fix  Months  gone  with 
Child,  voided  a  fort  of  Mole  that  weighed  2  lb.  compofed 
of  many  hundreds  of  fmall  Hydatides,  which  were  fattened 
together  by  an  infinite  Number  of  fmall  Filaments,  and  had 
for  a  Bafe  a  fort  of  confufed  fleihy  Subftance ;  after  which 
fhe  recovered  in  a  (hart  Time,  and  foon  became  pregnant. 
Fran.  Maurueau.  obf.  fur  la  grojfejje,  obf  377. — •  A  Woman 
about  twenty-feven  Years  of  Age,  who  imagined  herfelf 
feven  Months  gone  with  Child,  was  feized  with  a  Flood- 
ing, and  called  "Dr*  Crawford,  who  upon  introducing  his 
Hand  into  the  Vagina  felt  fomething  which  he  took  for. 
clotted  Blood,  and  brought  it  away.  Upon  examining  it, 
he  found  it  to  be  a  large  Bundle  of  Hydatides,  connect- 
ed one  with  another  by  an  infinite  Number  of  fmall 
Filaments.  The  Bladders  contained  a  clear  Lymph,  and 
were  of  different  Sizes,  fome  as  large  as  one's  Thumb,  and 
others  as  fmall  as  a  Pin's  Head.  The  Woman's  Pains  con- 
tinuing, ihe  evacuated  as  many  more  Hydatides  as  filled  a 

Quarts 
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95.  Women  with  Child  are  likewife  fubjedl 
to  a  Kind  of  Hydrops  Uteri ;  for  as  the  Os  Ute- 
ri is  fhut  in  the  Time  of  Pregnancy,  if  there  be 
too  great  a  Secretion  of  Liquors  into  the  Ca- 
vity of  the  Uterus,  thefe  Liquors  are  collected, 
and  form  a  Kind  of  Hydrops  Uteri. 

96.  Thefe  Waters  are  fometimes  evacuated 
in  the  Time  of  Pregnancy  without  caufing 
Abortion  (n)-,    at  other  times  they  are  not  dis- 
charged 

Quart-bafon,    after  which  fhe  recovered  graduajly. 

See  in  Ruyfch.  Thef.  x.  num.  63,  64  &  65.  the  Account  of 
Placentas  compofed  of  Hydatides ;  and  of  one  whofe  Half 
Was  cnly  degenerated  into  Hydatides.  lb.  obf.  33.- — Hifto- 
ries  of  Bundles  of  Hydatides  evacuated,  which  had  Mem- 
branes attached  to  them  like  to  thofe  of  the  Secundines. 
St  depart  vander  WieL  obf.  cent.  1..  obf.  70, 

(n)  Mauriceau  fays  th#t  Pregnancy  is  often  complicated 
with  a  Kind  of  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  ;  and  gives  feveral 
Inftances  of  Women  who  voided  i,  2,  3,  4,  or  more  Pints 
of  Water  at  different  Stages  of  their  Pregnancy,  without 
mifcarrying,  and  having  afterwards  carried  their  Children, 
to  the  ordinary  lime,  difcharged  in  Labour  the  ufuai  Quan- 
tity of  Waters.     The  firfl  Water  voided,  he  imagines  to 

have 
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charged  till  the  natural  Time  of  Labour  ap- 
proaches (0). 

97.  Where  there  is  no  Sufpicion  of  Preg- 
nancy, the  Finger  or  Catheter  introduced  into 
the  Os  Uteri  without  much  Violence  or  lacer- 
ating the  Parts,  puts  an  End  to  the  Difeafe  ve- 
ry fpeedily  by  letting  out  the  Water.  But  if  a 
Paffage  for  it  cannot  be  made  in  this  Way, 
the  conftricted  Parts  are  to  be  relaxed  by  warm 
Baths  and  Fomentations  (/>). —  Vomits  may  be 

have  been  a  Kind  of  Hydrops  Uteri ;  fee  his  Tralte  des  ma- 
lad,  des  femmes  grojfes^  lib.  1.  chap.  21.  and  his  Obfervations 
7,  19,  6o,  113,  186,  219,  361,  611,  688. 

(0)  Hildanus  fays  that  his  Wife,  being  pregnant  in  the 
Year  1604,  fwelled  to  a  monftrous  Size;  that,  being  taken 
with  the  Labour  Pains,  (he  voided  eighteen  Pints  of  clear 
Water;  in  about  half  an  Hour  after  the  Membranes  broke, 
and  the  ufual  Waters  came  away,  and  fhe  was  immediate- 
ly delivered  of  a  flrong  Male  Child.  Obferv.  chirurg.  cent* 
2.  obf.  56. 

(/>)  We  already  mentioned  the  Cafe  of  the  Countefs  of 
KeglevSicbi  who  was  cured  of  a  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  by 
warm  Baths.     MifceL  curiof.  dec.  3.  ann.  5^6.  obf.  162. 

given 
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given  to  try  if  the  obftrufted  Orifice  can  be 
forced  open  by  the  Shock  which  the  Uterus 
fuftains  daring  their  Operation  (y) ;  and  they 
will  probably  have  more  Effect  if  the  Patient 
vomit  in  a  warm  Bath.  If  thefe  Methods  prove 
ineffectual,  and  the  Patient's  Life  appears  to  be 
in  Danger  from  the  Quantity  or  Acrimony  of 
the  Water,  and  a  Fluctuation  is  plainly  to  be 
felt  at  the  under  Part  of  the  Womb,  a  Trocar 
may  be  pufhed  into  its  Cavity ;  the  Water  be* 
ing  evacuated  through  the  Cannula  thereof,  a 
new  Attempt  of  introducing  a  Finger  or  Cathe- 
ter into  the  Os  Uteri  is  to  be  made  j  if  it  fuc- 
ceed,  a  Spunge-tent,  with  a  pretty  long  Thread 
tied  to  it,  muft  be  put  in,  to  keep  the  Ori- 
fice open,  and  to  permit  the  Water  to  drain 
away. 

(q)  A  Woman  cured  of  a  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  by 
bruifing  her  Belly  in  a  Fall.  MifceL  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  3.  ann. 
5  £sf  6.  obf.  57.«-~A  Lady  cured  of  the  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus 
or  Fallopian  Tube  by  a  Cough,  for  which  fome  aperient 
Medicines  had  been  given.  Zodak,  Med.  Gall.  am.  2.  Feb. 
thf.  12. 

After 
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98.  After  evacuating  the  Water,  the  Obftruc- 
tion  is  to  be  removed  by  a  fuitable  Diet,  by 
attenuating  refolvent  Medicines  (r),  and  by 
ftrengthening,  or  drying  (s)  or  relaxing  (/)  to- 
pical Applications,  as  the  Cafe  requires. 

99.  If  the  Obftruction  depends  upon  a  Tu- 
mor that  will  not  refolve,  it  ought,  if  poffible, 
to  be  taken  awav  by  manual  Operation* 

(r)  R.  Sapon.venet.  gum  ammoniac,  Jinguh  drach.i.  i'Q(U 
Jciila  exficcat.fcrupul.  i.  fyrup  ex  alllo  q.f  ui  fiant pil.xxx.  cap. 
v.  bis  die. —  R.  Pil  gummof.  fcrup.  i.fal-  mart,  gr.  ii.  mifce  & 
divid.  in  pil  v.  repetaiur.  dofis  mane  15  vefperi.- — R.  Argent. 
vivi9  fcrup.  i.  extingue  in  Balf.  copaiy,  C55  ado1*  Amyli  a.  s,  ut 
pant  Pil-  x.  cap.  imam  mane  et  vefperi, 

(s)  R.    Aq.  calc.  f:mpl  lib.'u.  gelat.  amyf.  unc.  \\.?n.  injiciai, 

lib.  fs.  in  uterum  ter  die. vel  R.  Balf  am.  Perm),  drach.  ii. 

intel.  om  umus9  mifce  cpiime  &  adde  la£i.  vaccin,  recent,  lib.  u 
ad  eundcm  zifum.—velK.  Vitricl.  alb.  gr.  viii.  folv.  inaq.fcn- 
p,n.  unc,  yiij.  \3  adde  mell.  rofar.  unc.  ii.  hijiciantur  in  uterwn. 

(  t )  R.  Becoff.  comyaun.  pro  clyjler.  unc.  x.  tepide  in  utt- 
fum  injiciendas  ter  vel  quater  die. — vel  R.  01.  olivar.  unc.  viii* 

tepide  injiciendas  fczpius. 

Dropsy 
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Dropsy  of  the  Fallopian  Tubes 


HS 


10.  Water  is  fometimes  colle&ed  in  theFal- 
lopian  Tubes  (&)  by  the  fame  Caufes  as  in  the 
'Uterus*  In  fmall  Quantities  it  occafions  little 
Inconvenience  •,  but  when  the  Colledion  grows 

(«)  One  Catherine  Bonevalia  being  in  a  bad  State  of 
Health  from  a  SuppreiTion  of  the  Menfes,  her  Belly  began 
to  fwell,  and  increafed  fo  much  as  to  make  her  Life  quite 
miferable  for  nine  Years  that  fhe  lived.  When  fhe  died, 
her  Body  was  opened*  The  Omentum  was  found  quite 
putrid,  the  Liver  pale,  the  Spleen  fmall,  no  Water  in  the 
Cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  but  about  9  lib.  of  Water  and  Pus, 
mixed  with  Hydatides,  in  each  of  the  Tubes  of  the  Womb; 
there  was  fome  Hydatides  below  the  outer  Coat  of  the  Ute- 
rus, but  no  Liquor  in  its  Cavity.     Tulpii  Obf  Lib.  iv.  Obf 

45. The  right  Fallopian  Tube  contained  twelve  Pounds 

of  Water.  Zodiac,  med.  gall  An.  1 .  Epift.  vi.  Obf.  9.  The 
left  Tube  contained  thirty  one  Pounds  of  a  watery  and 
gelatinous  Liquor ;  the  Subftance  of  the  Tube  was  fo  thick- 
ened and  enlarged  as  to  weigh  lib.  7.  De  Haen  Rad.  med* 
par. v.  cap*  vm.fecl.  1. —  Bonetus  ralates  a  Cafe  where  the 
upper  Part  of  the  right  Tube  contained  a  hundred  and 
twelve  Pounds  of  Water  >  the  left  Tube  was  fcirrhous,  and 
weighed  lib.  10.  See  Sepulch.  anatom.  Tom.  ii.  Lib.  iii.  Seel. 
21.   Obf.  39. 

L  large5 
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large,  it  brings  on  a  Number  of  bad  Symp- 
toms, by  its  Preflure  on  the  neighbouring  Or- 
gans. Before  this  happens  it  feels  like  a  deep- 
feated  Tumor,  the  Nature  of  which  cannot 
well  be  determined  -,  but  when  it  becomes  fo 
large,  as  to  diftend  the  Abdomen,  a  Fluctua- 
tion of  Liquors  is  felt  in  a  fuli-diftended  deep- 
feated  Sac.  It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  deter- 
mine the  precife  Seat  of  the  Difeafe  till  after 
Death  ;  for  the  Ovarium  being  very  fubjed:  to 
fuch  Swellings,  it  may  be  miftaken  for  a  Tu- 
mefadion  of  fome  of  its  Vefieles.  Thefe  two 
Sorts  of  Dropfies  are  fometimes  complicated 
together,  as  we  know  by  Cafes  related  by  Au- 
thors {w). 

(w)  In  the  French  Tranjlatlon  of  this  EJJay  there  are  two 
Cafes  of  this  Kind  quoted  from  Dr.  Haller's  Colleff.  Dif- 
put.  Patholog,  torn.  iv.  p.  249,  250. — -In  the  one  both  the 
Tube  and  Ovarium  were  dropfical  ;  in  the  other  the  Ute- 
rus was  alfo  affected,  and  they  made  one  confufed  Mafs 
of  an  enormous  Size  compofed  of  Cells  filled  with  a  ferous 
and  mucelaginous  Matter* 

The 
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The  Cure  may  be  expedted  chiefly  from  the 
Methods  to  be  propofed  afterwards  for  the 
Cure  of  Hydatides.  Could  we  determine  the 
Seat  of  the  Difeafe,  we  might  attempt  to  open 
the  Orifice  of  the  Tube  into  the  Womb  by 
warm  Baths  and  Emetics,  as  was  propofed  in 
treating  of  the  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus :  for  in 
cafe  the  Obftruftion  depended  upon  Stridure 
or  vifcid  Matter  in  the  Tubes  we  might  be  lb 
lucky  as  to  fucceed. 

The  true  Hydrophthalmia. 

1 01.  In  the  true  Hydrophthalmia  the  Ball 
of  the  Eye  increafes  gradually,  and  the  Sight 
decays  $  at  length,  when  the  Swelling  becomes 
large,  the  Patient  grows  blind,  and  Part  of  the 
Ball  ftands  prominent  without  its  Orbit  5  fome- 
times  a  fmart  Pain  is  felt  in  it,  and  the  Trans- 
parency of  the  Eye  is  loft. 

102.  Sometimes  only  the  Cornea,  and  at 
other  Times  only  Part  of  it  protrudes ;    and 

L  2  nearly 
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nearly  the  fame  Confequences  follow  as  when 
the  whole  Ball  of  the  Eye  is  affected. 

103.  This  Difeafe  rarely  proves  mortal,  but 
frequently  deprives  the  Patient  of  the  Sight  of 
the  Eye  affected. 

104.  At  its  Beginning  it  fometimes  may  be 
cured  by  aOringent  ilrengthening  Applications 
(x).  Purgatives  are  frequently  to  be  given  5  and 
moderate  Bleeding,  repeated  as  Occafion  re- 
quires, is  often  neceilary. 

1 05.  When  the  Eye  is  large,  and  Medicines 
do  not  diminifh  it,  a  fmail  Incifion  mull  be 

made 

(x)  R.  Acet.  q.  f  ut  madefcat  Tinteum^  cm  afpergatur  pan- 
xillumfpir.  vin.  camphor ati^  ef  oculo  applicetur.-~~R.  Flor.  ca- 
mamel.  rofar,  rub.  ana  uric.  ii.  coque  ex  vin.  Gallic,  rub.  q.  f. 
ut  fiat  epithema. — R.  Tutia  praparaU  drach.  i.  vitriol,  alb.gr, 
iv.  face  bar.  fa  turn.  g.  ii.  mifce^  terantur.  inpulv.fubtil.  et  cum 

aq.  rofar.fi/cunc.  fiat  collyrium  oculo  injlillandum. R.  Pulv. 

fubtil.  tut.  dracb.  ii.  alumin.  gr.v.  axung.  porcin.  drach.  iii. 
mifce,  fiatfi  a.  ung,  cujus  pauxillum  inter  palpelras  immilten* 
dum. 
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made  into  the  lower  Part  of  the  Cornea  to  let 
out  the  Water;  after  which  a  proper  Com- 
preffion  mull  be  kept  on  the  Eye,  and  ftrength- 
cning  Applications  adminiftered  frequently ; 
it  is  often  neceffary  to  let  out  the  Water  feveral 
Times  (y). 

106.  This 

(y)  I  have  feen  this  Diforder  frequently ;  three  of  the  Pa- 
tients had  the  Water  let  out  repeatedTimes,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  that  different  Means  were  ufed,  the  Swelling  al- 
ways returned  as  large  as  at  firft.  Blancard  gives  two  Cafes 
of  the  Hydrophthalmia ;  1.  Of  an  Englijh  Nobleman  labour- 
ing under  this  Difeafe3who  had  always  a  fharp  Pain  of  the 
Eye  when  he  eat  any  thing  fait  or  four.  He  tried  many 
Remedies,  but  received  no  Benefit.  2.  A  young  Man, 
after  an  Inflammation  of  the  Eye,  was  feized  with  an  Hy- 
drophthalmia ;  the  Water  was  four  Times  evacuated,  but 
collected  anew  ;  the  fifth  Time  it  was  let  out,  and  by  the 
Help  of  Prefifure  a  Relapfe  was  prevented,  but  he  loft  the 
Sight  of  his  Eye.  Qper.  vol.  u.  cap.  13.— ?A  Student  of  Di- 
vinity labouring  under  an  Hydrophthalmia,  ( which  not  on- 
ly disfigured  him  much,  but  affected  the  Sight  of  his  Eye) 
after  taking  a  great  many  Medicines  without  receiving  any 
Benefit,  had  the  Water  let  out  by  an  Orifice  made  at  the 
Part  where  the  Needle  is  commonly  introduced  in  couching 
a  Cataracr.     After  the  Operation  his  Eye   was  anointed 

L  3  Morn- 
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1 06.  This  Diforder  frequently  remains  ob- 
flinate,  and  refills  every  Method  of  Cure  that  is 
attempted  ;  and  when  the  Swelling  is  got  the 
better  of,  it  is  commonly  attended  with  an 
Obfcurity  of  Virion,  if  not  with  a  total  Lofs  of 
Sight  of  the  Eye  affeded. 

Internal  Hydrocephali. 

107.  Water  has  been  found  in  large  Quan- 
tity between  the  Cranium  and  Dura  Mater  (#), 

or 

Morning  and  Evening  with  Vipers  Fat,  and  Pledgets  wet 
with  camphorated  Spirit  of  Wine  kept  con ftantly  applied 
to  it  :  notwithstanding  which  the  Water  collected  anew. 
It  was  again  perforated,  and  the  fame  Remedies  applied, 
while  a  continual  Prefuire  was  kept  upon  it  with  a  concave 
Piece  of  Lead  juft  large  enough  to  cover  the  Eye.  By  this 
Manner  of  Treatment  the  Eye,  in  a  few  Months,  was  in  a 
good  State.  HeiJleSsObfervat.  $>$<$*  0bf.52j.-~ Nuck men- 
tions a  Cafe  where  the  Eye  was  reduced  to  its  natural  State 
by  frequently  letting  out  the  Water,  and  keeping  a  Preflure 
upon  it  with  a  Piece  of  Lead.  De  Oculor.  dutfibus  aquof.  cap. 
1. — Boerhaave  fays  he  was  twice  fo  lucky  as  to  cure  this 
Difeafe;  his  Method  of  Cure  was  by  Bleeding,  and  giv- 
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or  between  this  Membrane  and  the  Pia  Ma- 
ter (a),  or  between  the  Pia  Mater  and  Tunica 
Arachnoidea  (b) ;  and  Hydatides  have  been  ob- 

ing  ftrqng  mercurial  hydragogue  Purges,  by  letting  out  the 
Water  frequently,  and  then  keeping  Pledgets  dipped  in  Spi- 
rit of  Wine  applied  to  the  Eye,  and  compreffing  it  with  a 
Plate  of  Lead.  He  fays  an  Atrophy  of  the  Eye  generally 
fucceeds  the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe.  De  Morb,Ocuhr.feft.i6$. 
/>.  170. 

(%)  Five  Pounds  of  Water  were  contained  between  the 
Skull  and  Dura  Mater,  in  the  Falx  and  Cavities  of  the 
Brain.   Bonnet,  fepulcb,  anat.  lib.  i.  feft.  :i.  obf.  45.  —  Treip 

faw  Water  between  the  Skull  and  Dura  Mater,  between 
this  laft  and  the  Pia  Mater,  and  in  the  Ventricles  of  the 
Brain.    Aft.  Phyf.  Med.  a.  n.  c.  vol.  iv.  obf.  135. 

(a)  Blancard  found  about  two  Pounds  of  Water  between, 
the  Dura  and  Pia  Mater  of  a  Foetus  about  feven  Months 
old,  and  alfo  a  Veficle  that  contained  thirty  Ounces  of  Wa- 
ter adhering  to  the  Membranes  of  the  Back-Part  of  its 
Mouth  that  lie  before  the  Vertebrae.,   Oper.  vol,  ii.  p.  135. 

(b)  Van  Sweiten  fays  he  has  obferved  this  frequently  in 
People  who  have  died  of  the  Lethargy.  Vid.  Comment,  in 
feft.  12IJ, 

L  4  ferved. 
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ferved  in  the  Subftance  of  the  Brain  (c),    and 
large  Quantities  of  Water  collected  in  its  Ven- 

trir 


(c)  See  Cafes  of  Hydatides  in  the  Brain  in  Halter's  Dif- 

putat.  anat.  vol.  ii.  p.  845.  by  Bergen. In  a  Boy  between 

fix  and  feven  Years  of  Age,  who  died  of  an  Hydrocephalus, 
there  was  found  a  fmall  Cyfl:  full  of  Water  near  the  Surface 
of  the  Brain,  the  Ventricles  diftended  with  Water,  and  a 
Number  of  Hydatides  in  the  Plexus  Choroides.  Medical  Ef- 
faysy  vol.  iii.  art.  23. —  In  the  French  Tranjlation  of  this  Ef- 
fay  there  is  a  Cafe  quoted  from  Lanclfi  defubit.  mort.  lib.  1. 
cap,  ii.  A  Perfon  fixty  Years  of  Age,  affli&ed  with  the 
Gout,  was  attacked  with  epileptic  Fits,  attended  with 
Melancholy  and  Lofs  of  Memory ;  he  lived  fix  Years 
afterwards,  and  then  died  fuddenly.  When  his  Head 
was  opened,  there  was  found  in  the  cortical  Subftance  of 
the  Brain,  immediately  below  the  Pia  Mater,  a  Hydatide 
about  the  Size  of  a  Pigeon's  Egg,  filled  with  a  ferous  and 
gelatinous  Matter,  and  the  cortical  Subftance  on  which  its 
Balis  refted  feemed  to  be  fcirrhous.—  Wepfer  fays,  that  a 
Surgeon  of  Credit  [Philip  Oemelin)  allured  him,  that 
Hydatides  in  the  Brain  was  a  common  Difeafe  among 
the  horned  Cattle  in  Switzerland,  and  fliewed  itfelf  by 
a  Giddinefs  or  Vertigo.  When  the  Country  People 
obferve  this,  they  flrike  the  Head  behind  the  Horns 
with  a  Hammer,   to  try  if  by  the  Sound  they  can  dif- 

tinguifii 
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tricles  (d) .   Thefe  have  all  the  Name  of  internal 
Hydrocephaly  They  bring  on  the  Symptoms  of 

a  com- 

tinguifii  any  preternatural  Hollow  below,  and  if  they 
imagine  they  do,  they  immediately  trepan  the  Part,  put  a 
Quill  into  the  Hole,  and  fuck  out  the  Hydatides,  if  they  He 
near  the  Surface  of  the  Brain,  and  fo  make  a  Cure  :  but, 
if  the  Hydatides  lie  fo  deep  in  the  Brain  that  they  cannot 
fuck  them  out,  they  immediately  kill  the  Creature.  This 
Operation  the  Surgeon  afTured  him  he  had  feen  done, 
and  attended  with  Succefs.  De  Jp§p!ecl.  loco  affecl.  p.  69. 
He  afterwards  tells  us,  that  he  himfelf  faw  it  tried  upon  an 
Ox  afflicted  with  Giddinefs,  when  a  large  Number  of  Hy- 
datides were  fucked  out ;  but  the  Vertigo  ftiil  continuing 
they  killed  the  Creature,  and,  upon  opening  the  Head, 
they  found  a  Number  of  Hydatides  in  the  Ventricles  of  the 
Brain.  Hlft.  ApopleEt.  14.  Thefe  Hiftories  although  relat- 
ed by  JVepfer^  an  Author  of  Credit,  yet  feern  too  much 
upon  the  marvellous ;  and,  at  any  Rate,  the  Uncertainty 
of  the  Exiftence  of  the  Difeafe  from  the  Method  taken  to 
difcover  it,  and  the  Danger  of  the  Operation,  will,  in  all 
Probability,  prevent  its  being  ever  attempted  on  the  human 
Subjea. 

(d)ln  the  Year  1755  I  faw  a  Child  fix  Months  old, 
whofe  Head  was  diftended  to  a  moriftrous  Size ;  after 
its  Death  the  Head  was  opened,  and  there  were  eight  Pints 

of 
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a  comprefTed  Brain,  to  wit,  Pain  of  the  Head, 
Giddinefs,  Stupor;  fuch  Patients  flare  exceffi- 
vely,  thcTears  frequently  flow,  they  aredrowfy, 
their Senfes  dull  ;  fometimes  they  become  blind 
and  deaf,  and  lofe  all  the  animal  Faculties,  till 
at  laft  Convulfions,  Lethargy,  Gr  Apoplexy  put 
an  End  to  their  Miferies, 

of  Water  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain.  I  have  fince  feen 
feveral  Hydrocephali  in  which  there  was  from  half  a  Pint  to 
three  Pints  of  Water  lodged  in  thefe  Cavities. — Tulpius 
found  five  Pounds  of  Water  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain 
of  a  Boy  of  five  Years  of  Age.  The  Brain  at  firft  feemed 
wanting,  but  it  adhered  every  where  to  the  Bones  of  the 
Skull,  in  form  ajmoft  of  a  thick  Membrane.  Obf.  lib.  i.  obf 
24.= — And  in  the  following  Obfervation  he  fays,  he  has 
twice  feen  about  two  Pounds  in  one  of  the  Ventricles,  with- 
out any  in  the  other.  Ibid.  obf.  25. — Vefalius  faw  a  Cafe  of 
a  Hydrocephalus  where  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain  were  fa. 
much  diflended  as  to  contain  nine  Pounds  of  Water.  Anat. 
lib.  1.  cap.  5. — Hildanus  took  eighteen  Pounds  of  Water  out 
of  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain.  Cent.  i.  obf.  10. — The  Ven- 
tricles contained  twenty-four  Pounds  of  Water  in  a  Child 
of  a  Month  old.     Mifc,  Cur,  a.  n,  c.  dec.  3.  'ann.  1.    obf 

10. 

108c 
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1 08.  Where  the  Head  is  not  enlarged  thefe 
Symptoms  have  been  generally  efteemed  equi- 
vocal -,  but  Dr.  Wbytt,  Profejfbr  of  the  Theory 
of  Medicine  in  the  XJniverfty  of  Edinburgh,  ac- 
quainted me  lately.,  that,  from  an  accurate  Ob- 
fervation  of  a  Number  of  Cafes,  he  thinks  he 
has  difcovered  the  Symptoms  by  which  Phy- 
licians  may  know  certainly  before  Death  when 
Water  is  lodged  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain. 
—This  Diforder,  he  fays^  may  be  divided  into 

three  Stages: 
a  "  In  the  fir  ft,  which  begins  four,  five  or  fix 

't  Weeks,  and  fometimes  much  longer  before 

"  the  Patient's  Death,  the  chief  Symptoms  are 

cc  a  flow  Fever,    accompanied  with  a  Head- 

il  ach,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  and  a  Vomiting  once 

"  a  Day,  or  once  in  two  Days,    together  with 

"  an  Averfion  to  Light. 

if  u  In  the  fecond  Stage,  the  Pulfe,from  being 
cC  quick  and  regular,  becomes  as  flow  or  flower 
"  than  natural,  but  irregular  5  notwithftand- 
"  ing  which  the  Patients  are  not  relieved,their 
li  Skin  continues  to  have  a  feverifh  Heat,   they 

u  are 
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cc  are  unable  to  fit  up,  they  moan  heavily  with-r 
"  out  being  able  to  tell  what  ails  them.  They 
"  fometimes  complain  of  feeing  Objects  dou- 
*c  ble,  they  generally  grow  delirious,  and  fome- 
"  times  cry  out  in  a  wild  Manner. 

c  <c  In  the  third  Stage,  the  Pulfe,  which  had 
f<  been  for  fome  Time  as  flow  or  flower  than 
<e  natural,  riles  again  to  a  feverifh  Quicknefs, 
u  and  the  Patient  becomes  drowfy  and  coma- 
<c  tofe.  The  Pupils  of  the  Eyes  lofe  their  Mor 
€l  tion  and  are  dilated ;  the  Cheeks  are  often 
"  fluflied,  and  a  Subfultus  Tendinum  with  Con- 
<c  vulfions,  an  Unability  to  fwallow,  and  a  la- 
u  borious  Refpiration,  generally  clofe  the  Scene, 

d  <c  During  the  firlr  Stage,  it  is  very  hard  to 
e<  diftingui(h  the  Difeafe.  But  when  we  meet 
<c  with  a  Patient  under  fifteen  or  fixteen  Years 
'*  of  Age  feized  with  a  Fever  of  no  certain 
*5  Type,  and  irregular  in  all  its  Acceflions  and 
"  Remiflions  5  when  in  that  Fever  the  Patients 
"  vomit  once  or  twice  a  Day,  or  only  once  in 
"  two  or  three  Days  $   when  they  fhun  Light, 

"  and 
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"  and  complain  of  a  Pain  at  the  Crown  of  their 
<<  Head,  or  over  their  Eyes  after  the  Fever  has 
i*  continued  for  fome  Time,  or  of  a  Pain  there- 
"  abouts,  that  in  fome  Days  does  not  abate,  as 
<c  the  Headach  in  ordinary  Fevers  generally 
<c  does ;  when  thefe  Complaints  neither  yield 
"  confiderably  to  repeated  Vomits,  gentle  Pur- 
u  gatives  nor  Blifters,  there  is  Reafon  to  fufped: 
<c  that  there  is  Water  in  the  Ventricles  of  the 
u  Brain.  But  as  Worms  and  other  Diforders  of 
"  the  Stomach  are  fometimes  attended  with 
"  moft  of.  thefe  Symptoms,  we  are  often  at  a 

i"  Lofs  to  find  out  the  Dropfy  of  the  Cavities  of 
"  the  Brain  till  it  arrives  at  its  fecond  Stage, 
"  when  the  Pulfe  begins  to  turn  flow  and  irre- 
cc  gular  5  for  this  Change  of  the  Pulfe  fuper- 
w  vening  to  the  Symptoms  of  the  firft  Stage  is 
C€  almoft  an  infallible  Sign  of  Water  within  the 
<c  Brain,  if  at  the  fame  Time  the  Patient  is 
"  not  relieved,  and  if  the  feverifhHeat  does  not 
<c  abate  with  the  Quicknefs  of  the  Pulfe,  This 
"  becomes  ftill  more  evident  when  the  Patient 
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u  is  affe&ed  with  a  Strabifmus,  Delirium  and 
cl  Coma,  and  when  afterwards  the  Pupils  di- 
u  late  and  lofe  their  Motion,  and  the  Pulfe 
u  becomes  very  quick,  while  in  the  mean  time 
<(  the  Cheeks  are  often  fluflied,  the  Tendons 
"  ftart,  and  the  Mufcles  are  convulfed." 

109.  ThisDiforder  feldom  attacks  Adults,  and 
as  their  Crania  do  not  yield  to  the  diftending 
Water,  one  can  only  conjecture  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
from  the  Symptoms  above  mentioned,  what 
the  Difeafe  is  (e).     In  Children,   indeed,  the 

Bones 

(e)  We  have  forne  Inftances,  though  but  few*  of  this 
Diforder  having  been  obferved  after  the  Bones  of  the  Head 
had  become  hard  and  firm,  and  the  Sutures  were  clofe. — - 
Hildanus  gives  an  Account  of  a  Lad,  eighteen  Years  of 
Age,  whofe  Head  was  diftended  to  a  very  large  Size  with 
a  Hydrocephalus,  though  the  Bones  of  the  Skull  were  firm 
and  hard.  The  Difeafe  had  begun  when  he  was  three  Years 
of  Age,  and  he  was  fubjec!  to  epileptic  Fits.  Obferv.Chi- 
rurg.  cent.  3.  obf.  19. — Du  Verney  tells  of  his  having  found 
three  Pints  of  Lymph  in  the  Head  of  a  Boy  of  nine  Years 
of  Age  ;  the  Bones  of  the  Cranium  were  firm,  and  above 
one  Sixth  of  an  Inch  thick.  Traits  des  Maladies  des  Os,  Tom. 
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Bones  of  whofe  Heads  are  not  firmly  united, 
they  are  feparated  by  the  Water  farther  than 
they  ought  to  be,  and  leave  larger  Spaces  be- 
tween them,  where  fometimes  the  Fluctuation 
of  the  Water  can  be  felt. 

1 10.  This  Diforder  for  the  mod  Part  ends  fa- 
tally \  and  we  have  fcarce  any  well-vouched  In- 
flance  of  its  being  cured  after  the  Water  had 
diftended  the  Cranium,  and  the  Diforder  was 
known  for  certain  to  be  the  Hydrocephalus, 
though  many  Authors  alledge  that  they  have 
cured  what  they  imagined  to  be  beginning  Hy- 
drocephaly 

in.  Corroborants,  Cathartics,  Diuretics, 
and  Diaphoretics  are  to  be  employed  according 
to  the  Exigency  of  the  Cafe. — The  Head  is  to 
be  covered  with  a  woollen  Cap  well  fumigated 

ii.  p.  8. Van  Sweden  quotes  a  Cafe  from  Beibeder's  Hift. 

de  F Hydrocephale  de  Begle,  p.  35.  where  the  Head v was  dif- 
tended, though  the  Bones  had  acquired  their  natural  Firrn- 
ntfs,  but  they  became  quite  thin  and  pellucid. 

with 
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with  Spices,  over  which  a  pretty  tight  Bandage 
is  to  be  put  (f)  3  a  perpetual  Iffue  is  to  be 
kept  running  at  the  Bregma ;  or  a  Pea-Iffue 
put  at  the  lower  Part  of  the  Occiput. 

112.  Some  Authors,  rather  than  let  the  Pa- 
tient inevitably  perifh,  have  thought  it  advifa- 
ble  to  attempt  a  very  uncertain  and  dangerous 
Operation,  viz.  to  make  an  Aperture  by  which 
the  Water  may  be  evacuated;  but  hitherto 
wherever  this  Operation  has  been  performed, 
the  Event  has  been  unfortunate  (g),  and  the  Pa- 
tient died  foon. 

(f)  A  Child  wbofe  Head  was  much  fwelled,  and  the  Su- 
tures greatly  dilated,  was  cured  by  Bandages  alone,  with- 
out any  other  AfMances.  River,  Obf.  commun.  obfvi. — It  is 
faid  in  Boerhaavis  Praxis  Medica,  that  he  cured  the  Hy- 
drocephalus by  giving  fome  Purgatives,  putting  in  an  Iflue, 
and  afterwards  bandaging  and  fomenting  the  Head.  Sefi, 
1204. — A  Boy  fix  Years  of  Age,  whofe  Head  was  as  large 
as  that  of  a  Lad  of  eighteen,  is  faid  to  have  been  cured 
by  aromatic  and  fpirituous  Medicines  applied  to  his  Head, 
an  IfTue  in  each  Leg,  frequent  Purging,  and  the  Ufe  of 
Lixivium  of  Tartar  in  his  Drink,  and  Aromatics  in  his 
Food.    Mifcel.  Cur,  a,  n,  c,  dec,  I.  ann,  1,  obf.  46. 

1 13.  if 
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113.  If  this  Operation  is  ever  attempted, 
the  Opening  ought  to  be  made  with  a  Lancet, 
where  a  Fluctuation  is  to  be  felt,  and  at  a  Fart 
where  there  is  no  Danger  of  wounding  any- 
large  Artery>  or  venal  Sinus  of  the  Head.  The 
Operator  ought  never  to  make  Uie  of  the  Tro- 
car for  this  Purpofe,  as  it  requires  a  forcible 
Pufh  to  make  it  perforate  the  Teguments,  and 
its  Point  may  penetrate  further  than  is  intend- 
ed 5  neither  ought  he  to  attempt  the  Operation 
where  the  Water  is  fituated  in  the  Ventricles, 
or  deep  in  the  Subftance  of  the  Brain. 

(g)  A  Surgeon  Opened  the  Bregma  of  a  Child  nine 
Months  old,  and  let  out  a  Pound  of  Water,  but  the  Child 
died  in  about  thirty-fix  Hours  after.  Hildan.  obf.  chlrurg. 
tent.  5.  o$f.  17. Le  Cat  let  out  the  Water  .of  a  Hydroce- 
phalus at  different  Times,  by  the  Help  of  a  broad-mouldered 
Trocar,  the  Cannula  of  which  he  let  remain  in  the  Wound* 
He  covered  its  Orifice  with  a  flicking  Plaifter,  which  he  re- 
moved when  he  let  out  any  of  the  Water,  and  put  it  on 
again  when  he  thought  he  had  evacuated  a  fufficient  Quan- 
tity;  and  always  afterwards  bound  up  the  Head  tight  with 
a  capaline  Bandage  ;  notwithfhnding  which  Precautions 
the  Child  died  the  fifth  Day  after  the  Operation.  Philofoph, 
Tranfaftfor  175 1,  5  2.  feft.  40. 

M  1 14.  After 
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1 14.  After  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Water  is  let. 
out,  the  Wound  is  to  be  fluffed,  to  prevent  too 
great  a  Difcharge ;  for  worfe  Effects  are  to  be 
expected  from  a  fudden  Evacuation  here  than 
any  where  elfe,  becaufe  the  weak  Veflels  of 
the  Brain,  and  its  foft  Subftance,  cannot  refill: 
the  Force  and  Rarefaction  of  the  Blood  impel- 
led by  the  Heart.;  fo  that  the  Brain  is  foon 
overloaded  with  Blood  when  the  PrefTure  of  the 
Water  is  too  fuddenly  taken  away  :  a  Spunge, 
or  fome  fuch  Subftance,  which  allows  a  flow 
draining  off  of.  the  Water,  is  thebeft  and  fafeft 
Application ;  for  a  Pipe  introduced  into  the 
Wound,  and  allowed  to  remain  there,  may  hurt 
the  tender  internal  Parts.  As  the  Water  is  thus 
drawing  off,  the  Bandage  oh  the  Head  ought 
to  be  drawn'' tighter  and  tighter,  that  the  Cra- 
nium may  be  contracted  in  Proportion  to  its 
Contents. 

If  the  internal  Medicines  that  augment  the 
Excretions  are  found  infufficient  to  free  an 
Adult  from  this  Difeafe,   Trepanning,  which 

is 
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is  the  only  Remedy  left,  may  be  tried,  in  hopes 
rhat  if  the  dropfical  Water  is  collected  on  the 
Outfide  of  the  Brain,  it  may  be  let  out.  If 
the  Water  be  feated  in  the  Ventricles  or  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Brain,  this  Operation  will  be  of 
no  Service. 

Bastard  Hydrocephalus. 

215.  The  Baftard  Hydrocephalus  is  an  hy- 
dropical  Excrefcence  on  the  Back-Part  of  the 
Head,  the  Sac  of  which  has  an  immediate 
Communication  with  the  Ventricles  of  the 
Brain  5  it  is  a  Sort  of  Appendix  to  the  laft  nam- 
ed true  Species  of  Hydrocephalus,  and  is  fel- 
dom  or  never  cured,  but  proves  fatal  in  a  fhort 
Time. 

116.  The  Integuments  are  to  be  kept  entire 
as  long  as  poffible  -,  for  the  Opening  fuch  Tu- 
mors caufes  Death  foon  (b)  -,   and  the  external 

Medi- 

(h)  Ruyfcb  has  fometimes  feen  thefe  Tumors  larger  than 
the  Head  of  a  new-born  Foetus  5  and  he  remembers  to 

M  2  have 
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Medicines  prefcribed  in  Se&.  72.  a.  may  be 
tried ;  but  little  or  nothing  elfe  can  be  done 
for  fuch  young  Patients  as  thefe  generally  are. 

Dropsy  of  the  Spinal  Marrow,  or 
Spina    Bifida. 

317.  The  fame  is  to  be  faid  of  the  watery 
Tumors  of  the  Spine,  where  the  back  Parts  of 
the  Vertebrae,  or  Os  Sacrum,  are  wanting,  and 
the  Spinal  Marrow  fo  compreffed  as  to  pafs 
unobferved,  or  to  feem  to  be  changed  into 

Water  (/'). 

118.  Dropsy 

have  feen  one  larger  than  the  Child's  whole  Body ;  he  fays 
they  communicate  with  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain,  and 
that  the  Opening  them  deftroys  the  Patient  immediately. 
Obf.  Mat.  Chirurg.  Obf  52. 

(i)  My  Brother,  Dr.  A.  Monro  junior,  wrote  to  me,  that, 
in  Summer  1764,  on  examining  a  Cafe  of  this  Kind,  he 
found  the  Spinal  Marrow  compreffed,  and  fo  clofely  adher- 
ing to  the  Back-Part  of  the  Sheath,  that  at  firil  it  feemed  to 
have  been  wanting,  and  was  conjectured  to  have  been 
melted  down  into  a  watery  Liquor. 

I  have 
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Dropsy  of  the  Joints. 

j  i  8.  A  Dropfy  of  any  Joint,  efpecially   of 

the 

I  have  feen  this  Difeafe  four  Times  ;~ -the  firft  was  a 
feemingly  healthy  Child,  about  fifteen  Months  old,  who 
had  fuch  a  watery  Tumor  on  the  Back,  as  large  as  an 
Orange,  which  I  advifed  the  Parents  not  to  allow  to  be 
opened.  I  never  faw  the  Child  afterwards. — The  fecond 
was  a  Child  about  nine  Months  old  at  the  Foundling  Hof- 
pital,  who  had  fuch  a  Tumor  on  the  Os  Sacrum,  and 
was  under  the  Care  of  Mr.  Tomkyns ;  the  Tumor  hurit, 
and  the  Child  died  the  third  Day  after  ;  upon  examining 
the  Os  Sacrum  after  Death,  its  fpinal  Procefs  was  found  to 
be  wanting.— The  third  was  a  Child  about  two  Months 
old,  and  had  a  Tumor  about  the  Size  of  a  large  Walnut 
on  its  Back,  where  the  fpinal  Procefs  of  two  or  three  of 
the  Vertebrse  were  wanting ;  the  Tumor  was  twice 
opened,  and  the  Child  died  when  it  was  three  Months  old. 
— The  fourth  was  a  new-born  Infant,  who  had  a  very 
large  Tumor  on  the  Middle  of  the  Back,  which  when 
opened  difcharged  above  a  Pint  of  Water  ;  it  died  the 
fixteenth  Day  after  the  Operation. 

Ruyfch  relates  ten  Cafes  of  this  Difeafe4  which  all  proved 

mortal.     Obf.  34. — Blancard  met  with  two  which  had  the 

M  3  fame 
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the  Knee  (£),  has  the  common  Symptoms  de- 
fcibed  in   Se£t.  4— jo.  and  feldom  yields   to 

any 

fame  fatal  Event. — Mr.  Malcolm,  Surgeon  to  the  Scots  Royal 
Regiment,  told  me,  he  once  faw  fuch  a  Tumor  opened, 
and  the  Child  died  immediately.- — A  Child  had  fifty  Ounces 
of  Water  within  its  Brain,  a  Tumor  on  the  Occiput,  and 
a  divided  Spine.  Bonet.  fepulchret.  anat,  lib.  \.  feci.  16.  obf. 
4.— See  a  fimilar  Cafe,  where  the  fpinal  Marrow  at  thePart 
where  the  Tumor  was,  could  not  be  obferved,  and  there 
were  fcarce  any  Veftiges  of  Nerves.  Mifc.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec. 
2.  ann.  2.  obf.  158. — A  Child  was  born  with  a  tendinous, 
or  coriaceous  Spot  above  the  Os  Sacrum,  which  extended 
itfeif  into  a  large  Tumor,  and  was  extirpated.  It  con- 
tained more  than  a  Pound  of  Water,  and  the  Nerves  of 
the  Cauda  Equina.  The  Child  was  always  paralytic  in 
the  lower  Extremities,  and  could  not  retain  its  Fasces  or  U~ 
rine.  The  Bulk  of  the  Head  diminiftied  confiderably 
when  the  Operation  was  performed,  and  it  died  the  next 
Day.     Mifc.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  1.  jgtht.  1.  obf.  152.  h'ift.  2. 

JVepfir  gives  an  Account  of  a  new-born  Child,  who  had 
a  watery  Tumor  of  this  Kind,  fituated  on  the  right  Side 
of  the  fuperior  Vertebrae  of  the  Loins,  which  was  opened 
fix  Times.  Three  Ounces  of  Lymph  were  evacuated 
each  Time,  and  the  Wcund  healed,  but  after  four  Weeks 
the  Head- began  to  fvvell,  and  the  Child  died  of  a  Hydro- 
cephalus 
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any  internal  Medicines,  whether*  Corroborants, 
Diuretics,  Diaphoretics,  or  even  the  ftrongeft 
Cathartics,  be  employed  :  more  Service  is  to 
be  expeded  from   topical  Remedies,  iuch  as 
fweating  the  Part  with  the  Flame  of  burning 
Spirits ;  or   the  warm  fulphureous  Waters  of 
Bath,  Buxton,  Aix,   or  Carljbad,  falling  from 
a  Height  upon  it ;  or   the  Application  of  Blis- 
ters, or  of  difcutient  Fomentations,  Liniments, 
or   Poultices  3    or  Iffues  opened  in  its   Neigh- 
bourhood, 

119.  But  if  it  refift  all  thefe  Methods,  and  the 

cephalus  when  it  was  etevzn  Months  old.    See  Obferv.  Me- 
dic, pracl.  de  affecl.  capit,  obf.  29. 

(k)  My  Father,  in  his  Lectures,  ufed  to  obferve,  that  he 
never  faw  thisDifeafe  except  in  the  Knee,  where  he  had  of- 
ten feen  it  j  and  that  he  had  four  Times  cured  it  with 
ftrong  Vinegar  warmed  and  applied  to  the  Part  by   Paper 

wet  in  it. And  Dr.  Simfon  fays  he  has  feen  Swellings 

of  this  joint,  when  taken  Care  of  at  their  firft  Beginning, 
cured  by  a  Purge,  and  the  Fall  of  cold  Water,  and  at  other 
Times  by  the  Fall  of  warm  Water.  Med:  EJays,  ml  v/. 
art.  20. 

M  4  Symptoms 
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Symptoms  are  violent,  the  capfular  Ligament 
is  to  be  pundured  with  a  Lancet  in  the  Part 
that  is  thinned,  and  moft  free  from  Aponeu- 
rofes,  VtlTeis,  or  Nerves,  which  is  on  the  In- 
fide of  the  Knee :  for  the  D litharge  of  the 
Water  in  this  Way  fometimes  rn^kes  a 
Cure  (/;  5  but  too  often  the  Operation  is  fol- 
lowed^ 

(/)  We  have  a  Cafe  related  in  the  Acta  phyJico~medhax 
m  which  an  Jncifion,  fome  Inches  long,  was  made  into  the 
Joint  of  the  Knee,  on  the  Infide  of  the  Rotula,  and  three 
Pints  of  Water  let  out  -3  after  which,  by  the  Affiftance  of 
proper  Dreeing?,  and  ftrengthemng  Fomentations,  the 
Patient  was  cured,  and  had  the  TJfe  of  this  Joint  fo  well, 
that  he  could  walk  eafily.  Adl.  phyjlc.  tried,  a.  n.  c.  Vol.  viii. 
cbf.  27. — A  Countryman  found  great  Uneafinefs  for  fome 
Months,  from  a  moveable  hard  Subftance  in  his  Knee, 
which  he  always  felt  upon  walking ,  it  generally  made  its 
Appearance  under  the  Rotula,  and  on  the  Infide  ;  the 
Parts  about  it  were  fwelled,  though  to  no  great  Height. 
Dr.  Simjon  was  confulted,  who  laying  hold  of  it  with  his 
Finger  and  Thumb,  cut  into  the  Joint,  and  brought  away 
this  Body,  which  was  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  Kidney- 
Bean,  and  with  it  about  four  Ounces  of  a  thick  pellucid 
Liquor.     The  Patient  ufmg  his  Leg  that  Day,  fuch  an 

Inflamma- 
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lowed  by  Inflammation,  Fever,  and  their  Con- 
fequences  (m)  ;  and  the  Matter  growing  acrid, 
Amputation  becomes  the  only  Remedy. 

12c.  The  beft  Method  of  preventing  thefe 

Inflammation  and  Pain  arofe,  that  it  was  twelve  Months 
before  it  could  be  altogether  removed  ;  but  at  laft,  by  fy- 
yinging  Water  upon  the  Part,  and  laying  a  Caufiic  near 
the  Knee,  the  Patient  was  cured,  and  walked  without  any 
Impediment.     Med.  EJ/ays,  vol  iv.  art.  20. 

(m)  A  Patient,  in  whom  the  Fluctuation  of  Water 
within  the  eapfular  Ligament  was  evident,  had  a  Pun£ture 
made  with  a  Lancet  into  the  Joint  on  its  Xniide ;  near  a 
Pound  of  Water  was  let  out  by  this  Orifice,  which  was 
dreiTed  with  a  little  Lint  and  a  Bit  of  Plaifter,  the  whole 
Joint  being  covered  with  Aromatks  and  Stimulants :  he 
took  likewife  fome  hydragogue  Purges.  Neverthelefs, 
the  Water  was  again  collected  in  a  few  Weeks,  when  an- 
other Surgeon  made  a  large  Incifion  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Joint  on  the  Outfide  of  the  Knee  >,  the  Confequences  of 
which  were,  fharp  Pains,  attended  with  a  fmart  Fever 
and  high  Inflammation,  which  ended  in  Suppuration,  and 
an  exceflive  Difcharge ;  this  obliged  him  to  take  off  the 
Limb,  above  the  Knee,  in  order  to  fave'the  Patient's  Life, 
which  was  in  imminent  Danger^  from  a  walling  Hectic 

bad 
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bad  Confequences  of  Inflammation,  after  th© 
Capfula  of  a  Joint  is  opened,  is  to  perform 
the  Operation  in  the  Patient's  Bed,  with  the 
Member  laid  nearly  in  the  fame  Pofture  as 
the  Patient  can  keep  it  in  afterwards  5, to  re- 
commend abfolute  Reft  of  the  Limb  till  the 
Wound  in  the  Membranes  is   cicatrifed  (n) ; 

and 

(»)  The  two  following  Cafes  fhew  the  NecefHty  of  ufing 
the  Precautions  here  mentioned, 

In  the  Year  1758,  a  Man  was  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hofpital  to  have  a  moveable  cartilaginous  Subftance  about 
the  Size  of  a  fmall  Bean,  taken  out  of  the  Joint  of  his 
Knee.  The  late  Mr.  Heivei  made  the  Patient  come  up  to 
the  Operation  Room  ;  and  having  brought  the  moveable 
Subftance  to  the  Infide  of  theKnee,  and  laid  hold  of  it  with 
his  Finger  and  Thumb,  he  made  an  Incifson  upon  it,  and 
brought  it  away  ;  a  Quantity  of  a  pellucid  Liquor  followed. 
The  Patient  felt  but  little  Pain  from  the  Operation,  and 
was  immediately  carried  to  Bed}  but  next  Day  finding  the 
Knee  eafy,  he  walked  acrofs  the  Ward  in  which  he  lay, 
which  brought  a  violent  Inflammation  on  the  Joint,  and 
notwithftanding  that  he  was  blooded  freely,  and  other 
Means  ufed,  it  was  four  Months  before  the  Inflammation 
went  off,  and  the  Joint  of  the  Knee  remained  fliff  ever  after. 

Some 
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and  if  the  leaft  Symptom  of  Inflammation  ap- 
pear, to  blood  freely,  and  follow  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  Method  of  Cure. 

Some  Months  after  this  another  Cafe  of  the  fame  Kind 
was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital,  and  was  under  the  Care  of 
Mr.  Hawkins  >  whoatfirft  declined  performing  any  Opera- 
tion, from  the  violent  Inflammation  he  had  feen  follow  the 
Extraction  of  the  cartilaginous  Subftance  in  the  former, 
and  irkfome  other  Cafes  of  the  like  Kind  ;  but  the  Pati- 
ent perfifting  in  his  Refolution  of  having  this  moveable 
Subitance  taken  away,  Mr.  Hawkins  at  lafl  confented  to 
comply  with  his  Requeft.  He  made  the  Patient  go  to  Bed, 
and  having  put  the  Member  nearly  in  the  Situation  he  in- 
tended it  fhould  remain  after  the  Operation,  he  brought 
the  moveable  Subftance  to  the  Outfide  of  the  Knee,  and 
having  taken  hold  of  it,  cut  upon  it,  and  brought  it  away  ; 
a  fmall  Quantity  of  a  clear  glary  Liquor  followed.  He 
covered  the  Wound  with  a  little  dry  Lint  and  a  Pledgit, 
and  put  a  flight  Bandage  over  it.  Having  laid  the  Mem- 
ber in  a  proper  Pcfture,  he  defired  the  Man  not  to  move 
it  for  fome  Days,  warning  him  of  his  Danger  if  he  did 
not  keep  ftrictly  to  the  Directions  given  him.  The  Pa- 
tient punctually  obeyed  the  Orders  he  received,  the  Wound 
healed  as  kindly  as  a  common  Puncture  in  bleeding;  and 
he  was  well  and  walking  about  in  a  (hort  Time,  without 
the  leaft  Accident  happening  during  the  Cure. 

Dropsy 
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Dropsy  of  the  Breast. 

121.  Water  collected  in  one  or  both  Cavities 
of  the  Thorax  is. at  firfi  difficult  to  difcover^ 
the  Ribs  and  tenfe  fhort  intercoftal  Mufcles 
not  allowing  the  Water  to  extend  itfelf  out- 
wardly*  or  the  Fingers  to  feel  any  Fluctua- 
tion (0).  But  if  a  Perfon  breathes  laborioufly, 
with  a  Senfe  of  Weight  at  the  lower  Part  of 
the  Thorax,  when  the  Trunk  of  the  Body  i§ 
eredt,  and  towards  the  upper  Part  when  the 
Body  is  horizontal,  and  feels  with  all  a  fenfible 
Fluctuation  while  he  changes  Poftures,  there 
are  good  Grounds  for  fufpe&ing  that  a  Fluid  is 
collected  in  the  Thorax  ;  and,  if  no  Symptorns 
pf  Inflammation  and  Suppuration  have  pre- 
ceded, we  may  juftly  conclude  this  Liquor  to  be 
Water  $  and  there  will  be  the  greater  Probabi- 

(0)  See  Relmmannus's  DifTertation  on  the  Uncertainty 
cf  the  Signs  of  this  Difeafe,  in  Acl.  Pbyf.  ?ned.  a.  n,  u 
wh  u  obf,  170. 

llty 
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lity  of  this  being  the  Cafe,  if  at  the  fame  time 
the  Patient  makes  but  a  fmall  Quantity  of 
Urine,  with  a  lateritious  Sediment,  and  hath 
cedematous  Swellings  of  the  Feet,  or  other 
Parts  of  the  Body. 

122.  When  one  Cavity  of  the  Thorax 
only  has  Water  in  it,  the  Patient  lies  generally 
on  that  Side,  the  Breathing  becoming  more 
difficult  when  laid  on  the  other ;  and  if,  on 
comparing  the  two  Sides  of  the  Breaft,  the 
afTe&ed  one  is  larger  than  the  other  near  to 
where  the  Diaphragm  is  fixed  {p)>  there  is 

(p)  The  Swelling  of  the  lower  Part  of  the  Thorax,  is 
a  Symptom  that  fometimes,  though  but  feldom,  attends 
this  Difeafe.  I  have  feen  a  confiderable  Number  of  Peo- 
ple who  have  died  with  Collections  of  Water  or  Pus  in  the 
Cavity  of  the  Thorax,  but  I  never  but  once  could  obferve 
any  external  Swelling  from  the  Liquor  contained  in  the 
Cavity  of  the  Thorax  itfelf  3  We  have  many  Examples 
of  it  among  the  Obfervators,  one  in  Willis  Pbarm.  ration, 
p.  xi.fecl,  i.  cap,  xiii.  and  two  in  theHiftor.  morbor.  TJrati- 
Jlav.  1699,  1700-  one  quoted  from  Fonfeca:  ibid,  de  hydrop. 
peft*  cap,  iftft*  7.  and  pne  in  Med,  EJJaysy  vol,  v.  art.  59. 

Reafon 
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Reafon  to  conclude  that  Water  is  collected  in 
the  enlarged  Side. 

123. 1  do  not  know  if  it  is  always  accom- 
panied with  that  Symptom  which  Riverius 
mentions  as  a  fure  Pathognomic,  viz.  "  That 
cc  the  Difficulty  of  breathing  is  increafed  when 
<c  the  Patient  lies  down  to  fleep,  and  grows 
"  worfe  during  the  Night,  becoming  milder 
"  with  the  Day  {q) ;  or  if  the  Scrotum  be- 
u  comes  hydropical  before  the  Belly  or 
"  Limbs  (r)."  I  never  obferved  thefe  Symp- 
toms 

(q)  "  Quibus  hoc  unicum  addere  licet,  tanquam  pa- 
cc  thognornonicum,  &  quo  folo  hydrops  pectoris  a  cceteris 
"  difficultatis  refpirandi  fpeciebus  diftinguitur.  Quando 
<c  nimirum  fpirandi  difficultas  primo  quoque  fomni  tempore 
"  invadit,  eumque  intercipit,  ac  per  noclem  magls  urget, 
"  procedente  vero  die  fenfim  lentefcit."  River*  Prax.  med, 
lib*  vii.  cap.  5. 

(r)  "  Id  vero  notatu  digniflimum  eft,  quod  fcrotum  in 
<c  hoc  hydropis  genere  attollatur  in  tumorem,  antequam 
"  vel  venter  vel  pedes  intumefcant.     Neque  enim  femel 

"fed 
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torns  myfelf,  nor  have  feen  them  generally 
mentioned  as  conftant  and  peculiar  to  this  Dif- 
eafe. 

124.  Diaphoretics,  Corroborants,  and  Pur- 
gatives, are  very  ufeful  in  this  Species  of  the 
Dropfy ;  but  Emetics,  if  the  Patient  can  bear 
them  without  Danger  of  being  fuffocated  du- 
ring their  Operation,  are  much  more  benefi- 
cial.    Diuretics   (s)  fometimes  make  a  Cure  : 

for 

€C  fed  iteratis  vicibus  deprehendimus,  quod  jam  tumido 
u  fcroto  pedes  oedematofo  tumore  corripiantur."  Hiji. 
morbor.  Uratiflav.  1699,  1700.  de  by  drop,  peel  or.  cap.  i.fecl. 
8. — See  fuch  a  Cafe  in  Hoffman,  where  the  Scrotum 
fwelled  and  not  the  Abdomen  :  de  kydrope,  obf.  7. 

(s)  R.  Rad.  fell.  gr.  v.  puh.  art.  cvmp.  gr.  x.  zinzib.  gr. 
V.  fyrup  e  cortice  aurant.  q.  f  ut  fiat  bolus ;  talis  bis  die  devs- 
randus. — w/R.  Confecl.  cardiac,  fcr up.  i.  fal,  fuccin.  gr.  v.  oh 
Jlillat.  juniper,  gutt.  ii.  mifce.  Capiat  dojin.  hujufmodi  ter  vel 
quater  die. — vel  R.  Ciner.  genijl.  fcrup.  i.  vin.  amar.  unc.  ii. 
mifce.  Hauftulus  talis  quater  die  repetendus. — vel  R.  Aq. 
mentha  unci,  lixiv.tartar.  dracb.dimid. fyrup.  zinzib. unc.dimid, 
mifce.  Propinet  baiiftulum  takm  mane  &  vefpen, — vel  R.  Tina. 

/or. 
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for  the  Kidnies   being  free   from  Compref- 
fion,  permit  the  Water  to  pafs  oft  more  freely 

than 


for.  martial,  drach.fs.  aq.  mentb.  piper,  tine.  \.  fyrup.  e  cortic. 
aurant  dracb,  ii.  capiat  ter  die. — vel  R.  Baccar.  juniper,  unc. 
ii.  contuf  affunde  vin.  rhenan.  unc.  xii.  flet.  per  ires  dies,  iff 
colaturce  adde  aq.  raphan.  comp.  unc.  i.  capiat  unc  ii.  ter  vel 
quater.  die. — veiR*  Fol.  cochlear,  horten.  najlurt.  aquatic  bac- 
car. juniper.  fmguL  unc.  ii.  tartar*  lixiv.  unc.  i.  infunde 
per  quatriduum  in  cerevif.  veter*  lib.  V.  do/is  ejl  ad  Ub.fs.  die. 
— velR.  Summit.  H.  abfmih.virid.  genijl.  ana  unc.dimid.  rad. 
gentian,  dracb.  ii.  infunde  per  bidiuum  in  aq.fontan.  fervid,  lib* 
i.  colatura  capiat,  unc.  iii.  mane  &  vefperi. 

The  Emperor  Maximilian  II.  found  great  Advantage 
from  thefe  Sort  of  Medicines :  he  laboured  under  a  Dropfy 
of  the  Breaft  for  twenty  Years,  and  ufed  to  make  fome- 
times  fix  Pounds  of  Urine  in  a  Day,  which  always  relieved 
him  ;  at  lafl  the  PafTage  by  the  Kidnies  having  been  ftopt, 
he  was  fufFocated.     Senneri.  pracl.  lib.  ii.  p.  2.  cap.  xx. 

I  bad  the  following  Cafe  from  Dr.  Fothergill :  A  Gen- 
tleman of  a  frefh  Complexion,  full,  lax  habit,  and  a  large 
Make ;  in  Refped:  to  Liquors,  for  the  moft  Part,  tempe- 
rate, with  a  good  Appetite,  and  ample  Means  of  gratify- 
ing it ;  about  the  fifty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  perceived, 
upon  a  little  unufual  Motion,  an  Obffruclion  to  his 
Breathing,  attended  with  a  Palpitation  of  the  Heart. 

Thefe 
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than  in   the  Dropfy  of  the  Belly.     Iflues  and 
Setons  in  the  Interftices  of  the  Ribs,  are  known 

to 

Thefe  Complaints  gradually  increafed  fo  much  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  confult  his  Phyfician,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
following  Account. 

That  on  walking  one  hot  Day,  after  having  fpent  an 
Hour  or  two  in  Bufinefs,  in  a  Room  crowded  with  Com- 
pany, he  found  fuch  an  uneafy  Straitneis  of  the  Wind -pipe, 
juft  above  the  Sternum,  that  it  feemed  as  if  a  Bur,  as  he 
termed  it,  ftuck  there,  and  hindered  him  from  breathino- 
with  his  ufual  Freedom  ;  that  at  Night,  upcn  going  to 
Bed,  he  had  a  Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  and  a  greater  Dif- 
ficulty in  finding  fuch  a  Poilure  as  he  could  lie  in  with 
Eafe,  than  he  had  before  experienced. 

Ic  was  not  every  Night  he  found  himfelf  thus  afHi&ed  ; 
fbmetimes  he  had  three  or  four  bad  Nights  fuccefRvely, 
in  which  he  was  either  obliged  to  fit  up  moft  Part  of  the 
Night,  or  altogether  prevented  from  fleeping  when  able  to 
keep  in  Bed, 

Things  had  continued  in  this  Situation  fome  Months. 
His  Countenance  was  then  frefh  and  florid  ;  his  Breathing 
upon  Motion  fomewhat  laborious;  he  coughed  but  little, 
and  this  rather  voluntarily,  to  fetch  up  fomething,  that  to 
him  feemed  obftru&ing  the  Wind-pipe,  than  from  an  Irri- 
tation of  the  Lungs  thsmfelves.  His  Pulfe  was  extremely 
N  irreeu- 
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to  have  done  remarkable  Service  in  the  various 
Difeafcs  of  the  Breaft. 


125.  When 

irregular,  never  beating  five  Strokes  alike,  but  varying  in- 
cefiamjy,  either  in  refped  to  Frequency,  or  Strength,  or 
both  ■>  his  Urine  was  high-coloured,  depofiting  for  the  moft 
Part  a  copious  Sediment,  of  a  Colour  betwixt  the  Lateriti- 
ous  and  Carnation  ;  his  Stools  regular  in  every  Refpedt;  he 
found  himfelf  commonly  eaneft  when  Lax  5  and  his  Breath 
laborious  if  ever  fo  little  Coftive.  Ke  had  no  Heat, 
Thirft,  dry  Tongue,  or  any  Symptoms  of  a  Fever,  except  a 
high-coloured  Urine,  which  was  accounted  for  from  its  be- 
ing rn  fmall  Quantities.  No  peripneumonic  Symptoms, 
except  laborious  Breathing;  no  Appearance  of  a  humoral 
Afthma  -,  nor  was  it  apprehended  that  a  convulsive  one 
could  prod  ucejufl  fuch  Appearances,  efpecially  as  the  Irre- 
gularity of  the  Pulfe  was  not  lefs  when  the  Breathing  was 
free  and  eafy,  than  when  it  proceeded  to  fuch  a  Pitch  as  to 
oblige  the  Patient  to  rife  out  of  Bed  at  Midnight  to  avoid 
the  Danger  of  immediate  Suffocation. 

As  the  Patient  had  lived  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
might  feem  to  have  intitled  him  to  the  Gout,  and  he 
was  then  at  an  Age  when  the  firft  Attacks  of  this  Dif- 
eafe  are  moft  commonly  irregular,  this  likewife  was  taken 
into   Confederation  5    though   the  conftant    Irregularity, 

of 
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125.  When  the  means  above  propofed  fail, 
the  only  Method  left  is  to  make  an  Aperture 

into 

of  the  Pulfe  rather  feemed  to  indicate,  that  fomething 
more  permanent  was  the  Caufe  than  the  gouty  Matter* 
which,  whenever  it  attacks  thefe  unfufpe&ed  Parts,  moft 
jcommonly  allows  of  fome,  though  oft  uncertain  and 
Ihort  Vacations.  After  moderate  Evacuations,  by  bleeds 
ing  and  purging,  were  firft  premifed,  a  Courfe  of  Gum 
Pills,  Extract  of  the  Bark,  Chalybeats  in  very  fmall  Dofes, 
was  recommended,  with  fome-  Balfamics  intermixed.  No 
Increafe  of  the  Symptoms  being  obferved  from  this  Me- 
thod, it  was  perfifted  in  fome  Time;  the  Air  and  mode- 
rate Exercife  on  Horfe-back  propofed,  and  a  due  Regard 
to  Quantity  as  we)l  as  the  Quality  of  Aliments.  A  longer 
Truce  feemed  to  be  gained  by  this  Method  than  had  been 
perceived  from  the  firft  Attack ;  but  as  the  Winter  ap- 
proached, this  Calm  was  often  interrupted,  frequently 
without  any  manifeft  Caufe ;  the  Patient  being  often 
obliged  to  rife  after  -he  had  been  an  Hour  in  Bed,  and 
fpend  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Night.  This  foon 
brought  on  an  cedematous  Swelling  of  his  Legs,  Heavi- 
nefs  by  Day,  Inquietude  by  Night,  and  the  evident  Syp^ 
toms  of  an  hydrops  pe£f  oris. 


N  2 
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into  the  affe&ed  Side  of  the  Thorax,   which 
has  frequently  been  done  with  Succefs  (s)  ; 

this 

By  the  Ufe  of  the  following  Remedy,  viz.  R.  Sapon. 
"jenet.  fcrup.  i.  g.  a?nmoti.  gr,  x,  puh.  fcillar.  ficcat.  gr.  iv. 
fyr.  [imp.  q-f>f-  bol  fumend.  6ta  q.  h.  near  a  Gallon  of  U- 
rine  was  difcharged  in  one  Night,  which  leffened  the  Difp- 
nea,  abated  the  anafarcous  Swelling  that  had  fpread  even 
to  his  Hips  and  Belly,  enabled  him  to  continue  quietly 
and  eafily  in  Bed  thro*  the  Night,  and  gave  him  and  every 
one  about  him  Hopes  of  a  fpeedy  Amendment.  He  en- 
joyed this  Tranquillity  a  Month  or  fix  Weeks,  the  Irre- 
gularity of  his  Pulfe  neverthelefs  continuing,  though  re- 
markably lefs  after  this  Evacuation  of  Urine ;  once  he 
feerned  during  Summer  to  have  acquired  firm  Health,  his 
Pulfe  becoming  fomewhat  lefs  intermittent,  and  the  other 
Symptoms  difappearing  ;  but  this  was  only  a  longer  Inter- 
val than  ordinary.  The  returning  Winter  brought  with  it 
his  former  Complaints  ;  and  though  Fontanels,  Blifters, 
Diuretics,  Purgatives,  and  Corroborants  intermixed,  were 
tried,  under  the  Direction  of  fome  of  the  ableft  Perfons  of 
the  Profeffiorf,  his  Diforder  increafed,  and  he  was  at  laft 
fuddenly  fuflbcated  by  the  Load  of  Water  in  the  Tho- 
rax. 

One  Thing  may  be  necefTary  to  remark  in  refpecl  to  the 
Ufc  of  Squills,  which  is,  that  when  ever  one  would  give 

them 
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this  Perforation    fliould   be    made  above   the 
Place    commonly   recommended,    the    Dia- 
phragm 

them  as'  Diuretics,  the  proper  Dofe  feems  to  be  that  Quan- 
tity which  will  not  produce  a  Naufea,  at  leaft  a  lafting 
one.  And  though,  in  the  Inftance  before  us,  four  Grains 
of  the  Powder  gave  the  Stomach  no  Offence,  yet  in  moil 
People  one  Grain  and  a  half,  or  two  at  mod,  will  produce 
this  Effe&.  This  Remark  of  the  Doctor's  is  juft,  for  al- 
though fome  People's  Stomachs  will  bear  eight  or  ten  Grains 
without  naufeating,  yet,  in  general  a  few  Grains  produce 
either  the  Effects  he  mentions,  or  a  purging. 

(j)  Phyficians  rather  feem  too  cautious  about  ordering 
this  Operation  both  in  Dropfical  and  in  Phthifical  Cafes* 
It  can  be  performed  with  the  greateft  Safety  to  the  Patient, 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  if  it  was  attempted  oftener,  the 
Lives  of  many  would  be  preferved  who  die  fuffbcated  with. 
Pus  or  Water. 

See  in  my  Account  of  the  Difeafes  raojl  frequent  In  the  Mili- 
tary Hofpitals  in  Germany ,page  1 18.  the  Cafe  of  a  Soldier  who 
died  of  the  Hydrops  Pectoris,  but  whofe  Life  would,  in  all 
Probability,  have  been  preferved,  had  he  allowed  the  Opera- 
tion to  have  been  performed  which  was  repeatedly  propofed 
to  him. — In  Willis  we  have  the  Cafe  of  a  young  Man,  who 
from  too  much  Exercifefell  into  a  Dropfy  of  theBreaft  ;  his 
left  Side  fwelled,  and  a  Number  of  bad  Symptoms  appear- 
ing, the  Dodor  ordered  an  Incifion  to  be  made  between 

N  3  the 
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phragro  benig  conne&ed  to  Ribs  higher  than 
the  ninth.or  tenth. — If  the  Patient  ever  had  a 

Pleurify, 

the  fixth  and  feventh  Rib,  to  let  out  the  Water ;  a  Cannula 
was  put  into  the  Orifice,  and  the  firft  Day  there  were 
about  fix  Ounces  of  a  thick  white  coloured  Liquor,  like 
Chyte,  let  out;  the  fecond,  about  as  much  ;  on  the  third, 
the  Liquor  run  off  too  freely,  and  the  Patient  became 
faint  and  feverifh,  on  which  Account  the  Doctor  allowed 
no  more  to  be  let  out  for  two  or  three  Days  after,  and  then 
but  a  fmall  Quantity  every  Day.  By  this  Method  the  Pa- 
tient began  to  recover  his  Health  and  Strength,  fo  that  he 
could  at  laft  ride  and  take  his  ufual  Exercife.  All  this 
Time  he  had  but  very  few  Medicines,  only  after  the  Ope- 
ration, fome  gentle  Cordials,  an  Anodyne,  and  vulnerary 
Decodion  were  given.  In  a  few  Months  the  Patient 
thought  himfelf  quite  recovered,  and  took  out  the  Cannu- 
la ;  but  the  Wound  was  no  fooner  healed  than  his  Difeafe 
returned,  and  he  was  obliged  to  have  a  new  Aperture 
made,  and  the  Cannula  put  in  again  5  he  foon  got  well, 
but  was  obliged  to  keep  the  Cannula  in  ever  after.  Pharm> 
ration,  p.  2.  feSl,  1.  cap.  xiii.  de  bydrope  pettoris, — A  Wo- 
man about  thirty  Yearj  of  Age,  labouring  under  both  an 
Afcites  and  Dropfy  of  the  Bread,  was  cured  by  letting  out 
the  Water  flrft  from  the  Abdomen,  and  then  from  the 
Thprax.     After  the  Operation  (he  was  twice  purged,  took 

an 
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Pleurify,  or  other  acute  Pain  In  that  Side,  the 
Aperture  is  not  to  be  made  near  the  Seat  of 

the 


an  Opiate  Morning  and  Evening,  and  for  fome  Time  after 
obferved  a  very  ftrift  Regimen  of  Diet.  Memoir,  de  I' Acad 
desfcicnces,  1703. — Morand,  in  a  Cafe  which  appeared  de- 
fperate,  put  a  Trocar  into  the  Thorax,  and  let  out  fix 
Pints  of  Water;  after  the  Water  there  came  away  feme 
Pus.  Seven  Days  after,  the  Difficulty  of  Breathing  in- 
creafed,  and  he  performed  the  Operation  of  the  Empye- 
ma, and  there  was  difcharged  from  the  Thorax  five  Pints 
of  Water,  and  a  Quantity  of  Matter;  after  this  the  Pa- 
tient recovered  daily.  Me?n.  de  VAcadem.  de  Chirurgie^  torn* 
Si,  p.  547. — Van  Sweiten  quotes  Blarxhi  for  having  per- 
formed this  Operation  with  Succefs.  Comment,  in  fe£f. 
1 2 19.  Boerhaav.  Aphsrijm, — Monf.  de  Senac.  in  his  Tralte 
de  Ccsur^  gives  an  Account  of  a  Groom  in  the  King  of 
France's  Stables,  who  after  a  Pleurify  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  that  he  feemed  as  if  he  could 
not  live  four  Hours,  when  Dre  Senac  ordered  the  Opera- 
tion of  the  Empyema  to  be  performed.  There  was  let  out 
by  the  Orifice  fix  Pints  of  a  clear  yellow  watery  Liquor, 
with  an  immediate  Relief  to  the  Breathing.  The  Wound 
continued  to  difcharge  for  fome  Days,  and  the  Patient  got 
well,  and  was  at  the  King's  Hunt  at  the  End  of  a  Month. 
£/£.  iv.  Chap,  v. — In  the  fame  Place  we  have  an  Account  of 

N  4  a  Man 
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the  Pain,  for  there  the  Lungs  and  Pleura  pro- 
bably adhere;  by  which  Means  the  Operator* 
inftead  of  penetrating  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Thorax,  may  be  in  Danger  of  wounding  the 
Lungs, 

1 26.  When  the  Perforation  is  made,  the  War 
is  to  be  let  out  flowly,  left  the  Lungs  being 
too  fuddenly  freed  from  Compreffion,  become 
unable  to  refift  or  tranfmit  the  Blood  flowing 
into  them,  and  the  Patient  be  thereby  fuffocated. 
To  prevent  this,  the  Belly  fhould  be  prefled 
with  a  Belt,  which  is  to  be  gradually  drawn 
tighter,  to  prefs  the  Diaphragm  upwards  as  the 
Water  runs  out  5  and  if  the  Quantity  of  Wa- 
ter be  very  great,  Part  of  it  only  muft  be  e- 
vacuated  at  once.  At  every  DrefTing  the  Air 
that  may    rufh  in  fhould  be   warmed  ;    for 

Man  addicted  to  drinking,  who  was  almoft  cured  by  the 
fame  Method.  When  all  the  Symptoms  were  gone  but  a 
little  cedematous  Swelling  of  his  Legs,  by  the  Advice  of  a 
Quack  he  applied  Blifters  to  them,  which  brought  on  a 
Gangrene,  of  which  he  died.     Ibid. 

which 
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which  Purpofe  Veffels  filled  with  warm  Wa- 
ter are  rather  to  be  ufed  than  Charcoal,  or  a- 
ny  other  Subftance  which  emits  fuffocating  or 
irritating  Steams;  and  when  the  Orifice  is  to 
be  drefied;  the  Air  which  entered  by  the 
Wound  is  to  be  fqueezed  out  by  the  Patient's 
Efforts  in  breathing. 

227.  The  Water  being  evacuated^  the  Pa- 
tient muft  perfift  long  in  the  Uk  of  proper 
Medicines,  efpecially  Diuretics, 

Dropsy  of  the  Pericardium, 

a 28.  The  Dropfy  of  the  Pericardium  can 
fcarce  be  certainly  known  till  after  Death  by 
Pifleflion ;  for  all  the  Symptoms  of  this  DiC- 
eafe  that  have  been  fpecified  by  the  moft  ac- 
curate Pbyiicians  are  ambiguous  (/),  and  at- 
tend 

(/)  Water  is  often  found  in  the  Pericardium  of  thofe 
people  who  die  of  an  univerfal  Dropfy.    John  Cunningham* 

a  Middle 
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tend  other  Difeafes  likewife  ;  for  inftance,  an 
unequal  Pulfe,  an  Uneafinefs  in  lying,  a  fre- 
quent 

a  Middle  aged  Man,  was  admitted  into  St.  George's  Hofpi- 
tal,  on  the  30th  of  Jpril,  1759,  in  the  laft  Stage  of  an 
univerfal  Dropfy,  and  died  on  the  7th  of  May.  Next 
Day  his  Body  was  opened  ;  the  Thorax  and  Abdomen 
were  both  full  of  Water,  and  the  Pericardium  diftended 
with  an  acrid  Lymph.  The  Heart  was  fo  fmall  that  at 
firft  we  could  fcarce  believe  it  to  be  this  Organ,  its  Sur- 
face was  eroded,  and  adhered  to  the  Pericardium  in  feme 
Places  ;  the  Liver  was  hard,  and  the  Inteftines  adhered  to 
one  another  in  many  Places. — Peyer  mentions  a  Cafe  where 
there  were  three  Pints  of  an  acrid  turbid  Liquor  in  the 
Pericardium  which  had  eroded  the  Surface  of  the  Heart. 
Vid.  Scholium,  ad  cap.  vi.  Parerg.  anatom.  &  medic. — Bonetus 
gives  an  Account  of  the  DifTe&ion  of  a  Man  who  died  of  the 
Dropfy,  in  whofe  Pericardium  there  were  found  2°  Ounces 
of  Water.  Lib.  11.  feci.  1.  obf  60. — In  a  Patient  who  died  of 
a  Couoh  and  Afthma,  the  Thorax  and  Pericardium  were 
full  of  Water,  the  Lungs  fluffed  with  a  vifcid  Matter,  and 
a  Number  of  fchirrous  Tubercles  and  ftony  Matter  dif- 
perfed  through  their  Subftance ;  and  the  Liver  and  Spleen 
were  fchirrous.  Ibid.  obf.  41. — Pifo  tells  us  of  one  Jacob 
Loret,  who  had  long  laboured  under  a  Palpitation  of  the 
Heart  and  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  of  which  he  died;  upon 

Piffe£tion, 
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quetit  Neceffity  of  fitting  down,  an  Oppreffi- 
on  within  the  Sternum  after  Motion,  Diffi- 
culty of  Breathing,  attended  with  a  Senfe  of 
Pain  and  Reftleffnefs,  either  no  Cough  at  all, 
or  a  very  moderate  and  dry  one  ;  all  which 
Symptoms  become  milder,  or  go  off  altoge- 
ther when  the  Patient  is  at  Reft  («). 

129.  Could 

DifTe<ftion  there  were  found  feveral  Pints  of  Water  in  the 
Pericardium.     Deferof.  colluv.fecl,  3.  cap.  ii,  obf.  39. 

(u)  Francifcus  Alberihms  gives  the  following  Account  of 
this  jOifeafe  :  <c  Hydropem  pericardii,  qui  ex  fe  ipfo  &  fo-» 
u  lus  infeftat,  hifce  indiciis,  aliqua  faltem  ex  parte,  ab  aliis 
*c  vitiis  difcriminari,  asgrotantium  obfervationes  &  eorum 
*c  extifpicia  me  monuerunt.  Pulfus  igitur  comparate  molles 
"  potius  frequentes,  ac  parvos  fibi  adjungere  confuevit,  ubi 
*6  ftruclura  cordis  live  immodice  flaccida  evaferit,  five  hie 
ce  illic  in  fuis  fibris  inceperit  fracelTere,  five  reftagnans  in  pe- 
iC  ricardio  humor  lentus,  five  mere  aqueus  fit.  Parvos  vero 
u  frequentiores  adhuc,  vibratos,  ac  tenfos,  cum  fapor  ejus 
6C  falinus  &  vellicans  eft.  Exiles  etiarn,  celeriores,  deficient 
Ci  tefque,  fi  tanta  hurooris  copia  in  perlcardio  contineatur, 
ff  quanta  fere  maxima  contineri  in  eo  poteft.     At  ea  pul- 

"fus 
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129.  Could  the  Dropfy  of  the  Pericardium 
be  difcovered,  its  Cure  may  be  attempted  by 
the  Medicines  propofed  for  the  Cure  of  the 
Hydrops  Peftoris,  fe&.  124  ;  but  it  feldom 
yields  to  internal  Remedies  j  and  it  would  be  a 

<c  fus  inaequalitas  aliis  cordis  vitiis  communis  eft.  Tuflim 
*'  quoque  vel  nullam  vel  modicam  adjunclam  habet  &  fere 
"  ficcam  five  cum  fputis  tantum  falivalibus.  Difficiiis  in 
<c  eo  decubitus  &  frequens  refidendi  necefiltas  vix  ur.quam 
C6  incidit;  eaque  interdum  a  cibo,  potu,  animi  aut  corporis 
u  motu,  etiam  fi  in  leclo  motus  exerceatyr.  Ec  quamvis 
c<  a  mediocri  quocumque  locali  motu  ingravefcat  motus 
*'  cordis,  ad  tremorem  accedens,  &  una  cum  eo  fpirandi 
*'  difficultas,  five  potius  apncea,  &  ad  flernum  opprefiio 
4<  cum  fenfu  doloris  &  jaclatione  contingat;  haec  tamen  in 
u  aegroto,  ubi  moveri  defiit  &  quieti  fe  tradidit,  fi  non  om- 
*'  nino,  at  maxima  ex  parte  evanefcunt  ;  modo  ne  iis  fali- 
*e  nis  aculeis  humor  pericardii  refertus  fit,  a  quibus  irrite- 
<c  tur  &  corrodatur  fuperfkies  cordis,  quern  ad  modum  earn, 
**  leviter  corrofam  in  muliebri  cadavere  confpeximus.  Nee 
*e  abfimilia  fymptomata,  licet  folem  occafione  concitatioris 
<c  motus  ille  quoque  patiuntur,  in  quibus  non  nihil  craf- 
**  fiusalicubi,  vel  quas  membraneo  vinculo  laxe  cordi  alljga- 
<c  turn  pericardium  invenimus."  Comment,  acad.  Bononienf, 
ml.  i.  p.  389. 

'      bold 
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bold,  not  to  fay  a  ra(h  Attempt,  to  make  an 
Aperture  into  the  Pericardium  (w); 

Ascites 

(iv)  Motif,  de  Senac  fays,  if  this  Operation  is  ever  thought 
necefiary,  that  we  may  avoid  wounding  the  Heart,  Lungs, 
and  Mamery  Artery,by  performing  it  in  the  following  Man- 
ner :  Thruft  a  Trocar  between  the  third  and  fourth  Rib  of 
the  left  Side,  at  two  Inches  Diftance  from  the  Sternum  ;  di- 
recting its  Point  obliquely  towards  the  Origin  of  the  Car- 
tilago  enfiformis,  and  keeping  as  clofe  as  poflible  to  theRibs. 
Tralie  de  la  Jiruclure  de  Cceur,  torn.  ii.  Livre  iv.  chap.  v. 

h  365. 

We  have,  however,  Examples  of  the  Pericardium  being 
opened  without  deftroying  the  Patient,  in  the  Csmmerc*- 
liter  ar.  Norimberg,  1734,  Held.  35.  fefi.  4.  Dr.  Stork 
tells  us,  that  he  caufed  the  Sternum  to  be  perforated  after  a 
Wound  of  theBreaft,  and  let  out  fix  Pounds  of  Blood  dilut- 
ed with  Water.  By  his  Orders  alfo  the  left  Side  of  the  Tho- 
rax of  the  fame  Man  was  opened,  from  which  more  than  nine 
Poundsof  abloodygelatinous  Matter  ifliied.  ThePatientlived 
a  Month  after  the  Sternum  was  perforated,  and  three  Days 
after  opening  the  Thorax.  When  the  dead  Body  was  ex- 
amined, a  Wound  an  Inch  long  appeared  in  the  Pericardi- 
um, which  contained  fome  Pus  and  adhered  to  the  Heart. 
There  was  an  Impreffionon  the  Heart,  which  he  judged  to 

have 


190        OF  THE   DROP  SY< 

ASC  IT  E  S. 

130.  Water  collected  in  the  Abdomen  or 
Belly  is  called  Afcites :  the  Water  here 
fooner  becomes  acrid  than  in  other  Dropfies, 
by  the  Agitation  it  fuffers  in  different  Poftures 
and  Motions  of  the  Body,  by  the  Mixture  of 
Bile  tranfading  through  the  Coats  of  the  Gall- 
Bladder,  and  the  putrid  Miafmata  which  pe- 
netrate through  the  Inteftines  (x). 

have  been  a  Wound  there.— -Galen  tells  of  a  Boy,  part  of 
whofe  Sternum  was  carious,  which  he  ordered  to  be  cut 
away  ;  and  finding  part  of  the  Pericardium  corrupted,  took 
it  away  alfo,  and  left  the  Heart  quite  naked  ;  and  yet  the 
Boy  foon  recovered.   De  anat.  adminijlrat.  li&.vii.aap.  13. 

(x)  Du  Verney  the  younger  tells  us,  that  the  Wa- 
ter of  the  Afcites  is  of  various  Colours  and  Confiften- 
ces.  When  it  is  like  Citron-coloured  Ptifan,  a  little 
mucilaginous,  of  an  urinous  Smell,  and  a  little  fait  to  the 
Tafte,  it  is  the  leaft  dangerous,  and  the  Danger  increafes 
as  it  recedes  from  thefe  Qualities.  Mem.  de  VAcad.  des  Sci- 
enceS)  1703.    See  his  other  Prognoftics  in  the  fame  Place. 

When 
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When  the  Patient  is  eredt,  the  Water  bears 
chiefly  on  the  bypogaftric  Region  ;  but  when 
he  lies  in  an  horizontal  Polition  it  diftends  the 
inferior  Region  of  the  Loins,  and  the  Dia- 
phragm bears  a  confiderable  Preffure.  The 
chylopoietic  Organs,  macerated  and  foaked  in 
the  Water,  are  weakened  and  do  not  perform 
their  Office  fufficiently  (y),  but  being  irritated 
by  the  Waters,  or  rubbed  againft  one  another 
while  they  are  thus  foaked,  inflame  and  grow  to- 
gether [z).  The  Kidneys  being  compreffed, 
Tecrete  but  little  Urine,  fo  that  the  Blood  is  $ot 

(y)  The  Stomach  and  Inteftines  being  weakened  by  foak> 
ing  in  Water,  and  having  little  Stimulus  from  the  mild 
juices  which  the  Patient's  watery  Blood  furnifbes,  cannot 
enough  refift  the  Rarefaction  of  the  Air  they  contain,  but 
are  often  diftended  by  it  to  a  larger  than  ordinary  Size  ;  on 
which  Account  the  Ancients  mention  the  Afcites  and  Tym- 
pany as  frequently  conjoined  in  the  fame  Patient. 

(z)  Whoever  has  feen  many  hydropical  Bodies  opened, 
muft  have  often  obferved  the  Interlines  in  the  Condition 
here  mentioned  j  and  all  the  Obfervators  are  full  of  fuch 
Hiflories. 

free 
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freed  of  its  fuperfluous  watery  Liquors,  and 
therefore  turnilhes  Matter  to  increafe  the  Dif- 
eafe.  When  the  acrid  Liquors  are  abforbed, 
they  create  Thirft,  Cough,  Fever,  Inflamma- 
tions, and  their  Confequences. 

131.  1  he  Afcites  often  takes  its  Rife  from 
fcirrhous  or  other  confirmed  ObftrucTions  of 
the  Abdominal  Vifcera,  yields  to  no  Remedies 
whatever,  and  when  the  Water  is  drawn  off 
by  tapping  is  foon  collected  in  as  great  Quan- 
tity as  ever. When  it  is  occafioned  by  a  lax 

and  diffolved  Blood,  the  Confequence  of  feme 
acute  Diiorder,  and  there  is  no  confirmed  Ob- 
ftruction,   it  is  fometimes  cured. 

Afcitical    Patients   fometimes  die   fuddenly 

without  any  evident  Caufe,even  when  they  feem 

to  be  in   a  fair  Way  of  Recovery,  and  moft 

of  the  Water  is  evacuated  (a).     This  ofteneft 

happens  where  the  Afcites  is  complicated  with 

anaiarcous  Swellings, 

132. In 

(a)  We  meet  with  frequent  Inftances  of  this  in  large  Hos- 
pitals.— Richard  Cowley  a  middle-aged  Man,  was  admitted 

into 
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132.  In  this  dangerous  Difeafe,  t.  Internal 
corroborant  Medicines.  Purgatives,  Diuretics, 
and  Diaphoretics,  being  applied  near  the  Seat  of 
the  Difeafe,  have  a  better  Chance  of  relieving 

the 

into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  the  20th  of  December  1758,    for 
an  Afcites,  attended  with  anafarccus  Swellings  of  his  Legs, 
which   had  come  about  fix  Weeks  before,    from  drinking 
cold  Small-Beer  when  he  was  very  hot.   He  had  been  cur- 
ed of  a  Dropfy  in  Si.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,    about  eight 
Months  before. — —  He  was  immediately  put  on  dry  Diet, 
and  was  ordered  eight  Grains  of  the  Squill  Pills,  with  two 
Ounces  of  the  medicated  Ale,  Morning  and  Evening  ;  and 
a  Dofe  of  Jalap  and  Nitre  twice  a  Week ;    by  continuing 
this  Courfe,  all  his  dropfical  Complaints  were  removed  by 
the  Er.d  of  January  ;  and  he  was  going  to  have  been  dif- 
char^ed   the    3d   of  February,    when  he  complained  cf  a 
Pain  in  his   right  Thigh   and  about  the  Os  Ilium,  which 
was  relieved  by  fomenting  the  Parts  with  an  emollient  De- 
coction,and  rubbing  with  the  volatile  Liniment ;  he  had  no 
Fever,   and  his  Pulfe  was  calm  and  regular;    he  died  fud- 
denly  the  5th  in  the  Morning.  His  Body  was  opened  next 
Day,  there  was  no  Water  in  any  of  the  Cavities,  nor  any 
Mark  of  difeafed  Vifcera,    except  a  Firmnefs  of  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Liver,  and  fame  flight  livid  Spots  on  the  In- 
teftines ;   nor  was  there  any  Inflammation  to  be  cbferved 

O  abou$ 
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the  Patient  than  in  many  other  incyfted  Drop- 
fies ;  and,  2dly,  the  Water  can  be  more  eafi- 
\y  and  fafely  let  out  than  in  many  other  Spe- 
cies of  them. 

133.  As  in  this  Difeafe  the  more  is  drunk 
the  greater  is  the  Thirft,  and  Liquids  increafe 

about  the  Thigh  or  Ilium. — Lancelet  Tod  was  admitted  in- 
to St.  George's  Hofpital  the  14th  of  December  1763,  for  an 
univerfai  Dropfy,  which  at  firft  yielded  to  no  Remedies. — • 
On  the  2d  of  February  he  complained  of  a  Difficulty  of 
Breathing,  and  his  Pulfe  was  quick,  for  which  Complaints 
he  loft  eight  Ounces  of  Blood ;  on  the  4th,  his  Breathing 
being  eafier,  he  was  ordered  a  Scruple  of  Dover's  Powder 
to  be  taken  at  Bed-Time,  every  other  Night,  in  a  Draught 
of  warm  Sack-Whey,  and  the  Dofe  was  gradually  increafsd 
to  a  Drachm,  which  (weated  him  profufely,  and  at  fir  ft  di- 
minifhed  his  Swellings ;  but  that  Effecl  ceafing,  he  was  or- 
dered, on  the  9th  of  March,  to  take  daily  two  Drachms  of 
the  Cryftals  of  Tartar  dulblved  in  Wine- Whey,  and  to 
continue  the  Ufe  of  the  Sweating-Powder  ;  after  taking 
this  Medicine  for  ibme  Days,  he  began  to  make  Water 
freely,  and  his  dropfical  Swellings  to  diminish  daily,  and 
he  feemed  brifk  and  lively;  but  on  the  26m  of  April  he 
died  fuddeniy;  his  Friends  carrying  off  the  Body  we  had 
no  Opportunity  of  examining  it. 

the 
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the  Disorder ;  fo,  in  order  to  cure  it,  the  fevereft 
Abftincnce  is  to  be  prefcribed,  and  the  Thirft 
muil  be  mitigated  or  amufed  by  moiftening 
the  Fauces  {b).  Friftion  (c)  and  Exercife  ought 
to  be  ufed  as  much  as  the  Patient  can  conveni- 
ently bear  j  and  Bandages,  put  round  the  Abdo- 

(b)  Dr.  Mead  knew  two  Perfons,  who,  by  long  abfiain- 
ing  from  Drink,  were  entirely  cured  of  a  fevete  Afcites. 
Monk.  Medic,  cap.  viii. 

(c)  ***  We  formerly  mentioned  that  rubbing  the  Belly  with 
Oii  had  given  Relief  in  many  Cafes,  and  had  cured  fome  ; 
the  following  Account  (which  i  had  from  the  fame  Gentle- 
man from  whom  i  had  feveral  others  mentioned  in  this  3d 
Edition)  ferves  to  confirm  its  Ufe.     A  Woms.n  whofe  Bel-  . 
ly  was  much  fwelled,  after  taking  the  following  purging 
Medicines  frequently  without  much  Benefit, — R.  Fufo.ja- 
lap  gr.  xv'i,   nitrigr.x.    aq.  font an.   aq.  cinam.  /imp.  fmgulo- 
rum  drachmas  vi.    oxymelfciUit.  drachmas  tres,    M.    was  or- 
dered iikewife  to  foment  the  Beliy,  and  to  rub  it  ftron^ly 
with  Oil  Morning  and  Evenings  foon  after  beginning  this 
Courfe,  the  Swelling  of  her  Belly  began  to  fubfide,  and  by 
continuing  it  for  fome  Months  went  entirely  away.     By 
the  7th  of  February  1763,   her  Menfes  which  had  ftopt  re- 
turned ;    and  the  Cure  was  eompleated   by  her  drinking  a 
Gill  of  an  Infufion  of  the  lefler  Centaury  every  Morning. 

O  2  ipien, 
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men, and  drawn  tighter  as  the  Water  is  evacu- 
ated, have  been  found  of  the  greateft  Service. 
—Topical  Corroborants,  and  Stimulants,  are 
fometimes  of  Ufe,  and  are  even  faid  to  have 
cured   the  Difeaie  (d).     Emetics  (e)  are  very 

often 

(d)  Twd  People  were  cured  of  the  Afcites,  by  a  Fo- 
mentation compofed  of  Aromatics  boiled  in  Wine,  and 
frequently  applied  to  the  Beily.  Mifc.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  I. 
ann,  3.  obf.  147, — Pontaus  recommends  a  Poultice  of  Mor- 

fus  Diaboli,  made  by  putting  the  Herb  over  the  Fire,  in  a 
dry  Kettle,  till  it  is  moiftened  with  its  own  Liquor.  This, 
he  fays,  applied  to  the  Abdomen  and  Reins,  caufes  Sweat, 
and  cures  the  Dropfy.  Philof.  Tranfacl,  abridged,  vol.  3. 
chop.  iv.   art.  52. 

(e)  R.   Vlnu  ipecacoan.   drach*  x. velR.  Pulv.  rad. 

ipuacoan.  fcrup.  i.  tartar,  emetic,  gr.  iii. vel  R.  Fin.  and- 

mon.  uric.  i. 

44  Etenim  pod  duas  vel  tres  vomendi  vices  per  infufio- 
46  nem  croci  metallorum  excitatas,  aquae  non  tarn  medi- 
"  camenti  vi  fecretoria  elici  videntur,  quam  ruptis  quafi 
44  repagulis  h  clauftris  referatis  pleno  alveo  efFundi, 
44  quod  fatis  confrat  ex  earundem  eruptione  atque  im- 
44  petu  fgepe  fa£to,  inter  ipfa  vomendi  fpatia  five  intervalla. 

44  Hoc   interim  obfervari   velim,  quod  fi  leviufculo  aliquo 

45  ventris  tumore  teneatur  seg-r,  non  ita  prompte  educun- 

"  tur 
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often  beneficial  by  the  Stimulus  they  give  to 
the  abforbing  VefTels,  provided  the  Head  or 
Breathing  is  not  too  much  affefted  during  their 
Operation.     Cathartics  (f)  repeated  as  often  as 

the 

ce  tur  aquae  per  infufionem  croci  metallorum,  ac  in  afcite 
"  grandiore  ubi  ingens  aquarum  copia  ad  gefta  fuerit,"  Sy- 
denham de  Hydrope. 

(f)  R.  Puh.  rhubarb  Jrach-dimld.  calomelgr.  vx.fyrup.alh, 
q.f.  ut  fiat  bolus. — vefK,  Syr.  de  rhamn.  fefcunc. — vel  R.  Syr, 
de  rbamn.  uric.  i.  tinfi.  jalap,  drach.  i.  ?nifie.—velR.  Puh.  ja- 
lap-fcruf.  i.  calomel,  gr.  x.  mifu.-«~-vel — R.  Puh.  jalap,  gr, 

xxv.fal.  nitri  gr.  x.  rnifce. w/R,  Gum.  ga?nhog.  gr.  xii. 

cremor.  tartar-  gr.  viii.  zinzib.  gr.  iv.  fyntp.  alb.  q.  f.  ut  fiat 
bolus. — w/R.  Pil.  ex  cokcynth.  femidrach.form.  in  pil.  vi. — vel 
R.  Sued  irid.  no/lrat.  fefcunc. ~-*-vel  R.  Tartar  emetic  gr.  xfohe 
in  Aq.font.  uric.  x.  &  adde  Syrup.  Rofar.folut.  unc,  i.  capiat, 
unc.  ii.  omni  hora  donee  laxeiure  aivus. — Hac  omnia  cathartica 

fummo  mane  deglutienda. Great  Variety  of  Hydragogues 

have  been  ftrongly  recommended  by  different  Authors,  the 
Elaterium,  Decoctions  of  the  inner  Bark  of  the  Elder,  and, 
in  fhort,  almoft  all  the  rlrong  Purges  of  the  Materia  Ms- 
dica. 

"  Id  diligenter  eft  obfervandum,(in  Hydragogorum  nem= 
"  pe  ufu)  ut  aquse  ea  maxima  celeritate  exhauriantur,  quam 
"  aegri  vires  ferre  queant ;  utpote  qui  fingulis  diebus  ex- 
e<  purgari  debeat ;  niil  quod,  five  ob  nimiam  debilitatem 
*6  corporis,  five  propter  praecedentis  operationem  plus  fatis 

Q  3  <£  m\§^ 
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the  Patient's  Strength  can  bear,  if  they  eva- 
cuate the  Water,  are  extremely  ufcful  j  but  if 
they  have  not  this  Effcdt  we  ought  not  to  per- 
fift  in  their  Ufe,  as  tney  only  exhauft  the 
Strength,  without  forwarding  the  Cure; 
and  Sydenham  very  juflly  obferves,  that 
they  ought  to  be  omitted  where  the  Patient  is  of 
a  very  weakly  Conftitution,  and  with  Women 
fubjed:  to  the  Vapours  (g)  -,    nor  can  they  well 

be 

?c  violentam,  dies  unus  aut  alter  intercalari  poffit.  Etenim 
«6  (i  non  nifi  poft  longa  intervalla  repetatur  purgatio,  quan- 
**  tumlibet  copiofa  catharfis  prascfflerit,  aquis  denuo  affa- 
"  tim  colligendis  anfam  praebebimus ;  adde  quod  pericu- 
<e  lum  eft,  ne  aquarum  inter  vifcera  mora  diutumior  ea- 
**  dem  putredine  quadam  fua  inquinet,  ac  inficiat. — Ex  re 
**  quoque  erit  at  vefperam  opiatum  aliquod  adhibere  ad  tur- 
«cbas  a  purgatione  excitatas  compefcendas."  Sydenham. 
Trafiat.  ds  Hydrope. 

(g)  <e  Eft  autem,  ubi  medicamenta  omnia,  qualis  cum- 
*c  que  demum  generis,  qusealvum  movent,  prorfus  omitti 
*'  poflint  ac  debeant,  quoties  enim  aeger  conftitutione  eft 
M  infirm  on,  vcl  foemina  vaporibus  obnoxia,  aquarum  eva- 
u  cuatio  diureticis  folum  committenda,  inter  quae  ea  funt 

eitic^- 
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Ibe  adminiflered  where  the  Afcites  is  attended 
with  a  Purging,  which  already  weakens  the 
Patient  too  much  ;  in  all  fuch  Cafes  Diuretics 
and  Diaphoretics  muft  be  moftly  depended  up- 
on for  removing  the  Diforder.  Emetics  and 
Cathartics  given  in  fmall  Dofes,  frequently  re- 
peated, prove  fometimes  more  powerful  Hy- 
dragogues  than  larger  Dofes  of  thefe  Medicines 
taken  at  longer  Intervals;  for  they  carry  off 
the  Water  not  only  by  Stool,  but  by  Urine 

likewife  (h). When  Purgatives  are  given, 

Corroborants  and  Diuretics  may  be  joined  with 

efficaciffima,  quae  ex  faiibus  lixivialibus  Sunt."  Sydenham, 
Procefs.  inieg,  de  Hydrope. 

(h)  R.  Oxymel.  fcillit.  drach.  i.fs.  aq,  cinnam.  Jimp.  unc.  i. 
fpirit.  la-vend,  cornp.  fyrup.  e  cortice  aurant.  fingul.  drach.  i. 
mi  fee.  Capiat  talem  dofin  omni  quadrihorio . — vei  R.Pil.  e  colo- 
cynth.Jal.fuccin.fmguL  drach .  dimid.  Jyrup .  Jcillii .  q-J.  ui  fiant 

piL  xviii.  capt.  iii.  lis  die. velR.  £lecl>  e  cajjia  drach.  ix, 

pulv.  rad.  jalap,  drach.  i.  ol.  Jlillal.  juniper Jcr up.  i.  jjrup.  zin- 
%ib.  drach*  iv.  mij'ce  capt.Jcrup.  ii  ter  die. — velR.  Elcci.  Unit. 
unc.  ii.  tartar,  emetic,  gr.  xii.  coque  ex  aq.fontan.  unc.  xvi  ad 
unc.  xii.  cap.  unc.  ii.  omni  hora  donee  laxetun  alvus  &  cietur 
vomitus. 

O  4  them,, 
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them,  and  are  always  to  be  taken  (/)  in  the  In- 
tervals. However,  it  ought  to  be  obferved 
that  the  fame  Diuretics  will  not  anfwer  in  every 
Caie,  for  often  one  will  have  a  good  Effedt 
when  another  has  had  none ;  the  lixivial  Salts 
have  cured  D replies  which  yielded  nothing  to 
Squills  and  Calomel. Small  Dofes  of  Calo- 
mel have  carried  off  Water  where  thefe  Salts 
had  no  Effedt. — And  Squills  have  anfwered 
(k)>  where  neither  of  the  other  two  made  any 

Im- 

(z)  R.  Vin.  amar.  lib.  ii.  capiat  itnc.  ii.  ter  vel  quater  die. 
«— w/R-  Pulv.  cortic.  Peruv.  unc.  ii.  cort.  aurant.  unc.  i.  lima- 
tur  mart.  unc.  dimid.  fyrup.  e  cortic.  limon.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  eleftuar. 

Capiat  molem  nucis  mofchat  mane  &  ve/peri. vel  R.  Aq. 

mentb.  piper,  unc' v.  tin  ft.  aromatic,  vin.  chahbeai  fingul.  unc. 
i  Js.  S\rup.  e  cort.  aurant.  unc.  i.  mifie.  Capiat  unc.  i.  horis 
medicis. 

(k)  Dr.  Savary,  Phyfician  to  his  Majefty  of  France's 
Marine  Department  at  Brej?,  in  the  Year  1760,  tranflat- 
ed  this  Effay  into  the  Fnnch  Language.  In  a  Note  to  this 
Chapter  on  the  Afcites  he  very  juftly  obferves,  that  every 
judicious  Phyfician,  when  he  finds  one  Oafs  of  Medicines 
fail  will  try  another.     He  fays  he  has  cured  feveral  Drop- 

fics 
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Impreffion  on  the  Diforder;  and  therefore 
where  one  Diuretic  fails,  another  ought  to  be 
tried  ( /) ;     and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  Dia- 

fies  by  an  Infufion  of  Juniper  Berries  in  white  Wine, 
which  he  mixed  with  an  equal  Quantity  of  nitrated  Wa- 
ter, and  gave  three  Glafs-full's  in  the  Day;  and  continued 
its  Ufe  for  a  confiderabie  Time,  adding  from  Time  to 
Time  five  or  fix  Grains  of  the  Pcwder  of  Squills. 

He  obferves  that  the  Effect,  of  this  Medcine  is  much 
furer  in  ©edematous  and  anafarccus  Cafes  than  in  the  Afcites, 
efpecialiy  where  the  Difeafe  is  confirmed,  and  the  Water 
has  been  already  drawn  off  by  tapping  ;  tho"  he  fays  that 
it  will  often  be  of  Ufe  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  mentions  three 
Patients  whom  he  cured  with  it  after  the  Operation  of  the 
Paracenthefis  had  been  performed  once  cr  twice  in  each.— 
The  firft  Patient  was  a  Lad  between  15  and  16  Years  of 
Age,  whofe  Belly  was  of  a  monftrous  Size,  and  whGfe 
Veins  were  fo  much  fwelled  that  he  feemed  ready  to  fufTo- 
cate  1  after  a  large  Quantity  of  Water  was  drawn  off  by 
tapping,  the  Wound  continued  to  difcharge  for  a  Fortnight; 
the  Belly  was  fomented  with  difcutient  Decoctions,  pro- 
per Bandages  and  Compreffes  were  applied  ;  and  the  Pa- 
tient took  the  above-mentioned  Infufion  of  Juniper  Berries 
with  the  Powder  of  Squills,  which  increafed  his  Difcharge 
by  Urine,  and  he  recovered  his  Health  and  Strength 
daily. 

phoreT? 
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phoretics,  which  have  often  done  great  Ser- 
vice (m). 

134.  When 

(I)  In  the  Notes  to  Seel,  43.    we  mentioned  feveral 
dropfical  Cafes  which  were  cured  by  bringing  out  Sweats. 

R.  Pulv,  anodyn.  Doveri,  unc.  dimid.  capiat  a  gr.  x.  ad 
fcrupul.  ii.  b.  s ;  adde  pro  re  nata  fal  vol.  ammoniac,  gr.  x.— 
-—vel  K.  Sal  volat.  c>  cervi,  gr* x.  op'n gr,  ii.  mitbridat, 
fcrup.  1 .  m,  fiat  bolus  fiumendus  cum  ager  in  leclum  fe  rece- 
perit, — vel  R.     Vin.  antimonial.   drachm  1.    Tincl.  Thebaic. 

fcrup.  1.  mifie,  capiat  fudori  accinclus. velR.  TJoeriac  an* 

dromach.  drachm,  dimid.  capiat  in  leclo,  fuperbibendo  aq.  hor- 
deat.  calid.  lib.  1.  acidulat,  cum  fpirit.  vitriol,  fort.  gutt.  xx. 
fyrup  limon*  unc.  i.  ■■  .  *  vel  R.  Sal  ammoniac,  vegetabiU 
fcrup.  \\.  fiolve  in  fieri  vinos,  tepid,  unc,  viii.  &  repet.  omni  di- 
midia  hora  ad  duas  vel  tres  vices,  ut  eliciatur  fiudor.  See  other 
Formulae  of  this  Kind  in  Notes  to  Se£L  72.  c. 

Tho'  vegetable  ammoniacal  Salts  have  long  been  ufed  in  a 
liquid  Form,  yet  it  has  been  ailedged  by  Macquer  and 
other  Chymifts,  that  a  folid  vegetable  ammoniacal  Salt, 
made  by  the  Mixture  of  the  vegetableAcid  and  the  volatile 
Alkali,  was  difficult  to  be  prepared  5  but  a  beautiful  chryf- 
tallifed  neutral  Salt  may  be  eafily  obtained  by  faturating  a 
Solution  of  the  volatile  Sal  Ammoniac,  with  the  Chryftals 
of  Tartar,  and  then  evaporating  the  Liquor  with  a  flow 
Fire  till  it  come  to  the  Confidence  of  a  Syrup,  and  letting 
it  ftand  for  Tome  Days  in  a  cool  Place  ;  and  it  is  this  Salt 
which  I  have  here  called  Sal  vegetabilis  ammoniacus* 
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134.  When   the  Belly  is  much  diftended 
nvith  Water,    the  Patient  is  not  only  *ffi.&ed 

with 

(m)  Mary  Nevil,  a  Woman  48  Years  of  Age,  was  ad- 
mitted isec  ■$>.  George's  Hofpital,  the  29th  of  Augvjl  1  759, 
for  an  Afei'es  wh  ch  had  began  in  November  1758.  Her 
BA\y  was  large,  foe  had  a  perpetual  D;  ought,  a  Difficul- 
ty of  Bieathing,  could  not  fleep  at  Night,  and  made  but 
very  little  Water,  and  that  of  a  high  Colour  ;  (he  was  or- 
dered the  i'aline  Draughts  four  Times  in  the  Day  ;  an  A- 
nodyne  Draught  with  a  Scruple  of  the  Lixivium  Tartari 
every  Night  at  Bed  Time,  and  a  Dofe  of  Jalap  and  Nitre 
twice  a  Week.  By  continuing  thisCourfe  (he  made  Wa- 
ter freely*  and  the  Swellings  diminifhed  daily.  She  was 
difcharged,  feemingly  in  good  Health,  the  10th  of  Oftober. 
I  never  faw  the  Woman  fince,  but  have  been  toid  that  (he 
continued  well  for  five  or  fix  Months,  when,  catching  a 
frefli  Cold,  her  Diforder  returned,  and  ihe  died. 

Dorothy  Perry,  a  middle-aged  Woman,  was  admitted 
into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  the  24th  of  October  1759,  for  an 
Afcites  and  anafarcous  Swellings  of  the  Legs,  which  came 
after  a  Fever  ;  foe  was  ordered  ten  Grains  of  the  Squill 
Pills  in  a  faline  Draught,  Morning  and  Evening,  and  a 
Dofe  of  Jalap  and  Nitre  twice  a  Week,  which  removed 
her  dropfical  Complaints  in  a  Month's  Time,  at  the  End 
of  which  fiie  was  feized  with  a  Pieurify,  which  was  cured 

by 
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with  a  Difficulty  of  Breathing  and  Coughing, 
occafioned  by  the  Compreffion  of  the  Dia- 
phragm, 

by  Bleeding  and  the  antiphlogiftic  Medicines,  and  (he  was 
difmiffed,  feemingly  in  good  Health,  the  5th  of  December, 

Margaret  Gib/on,  a  middle-aged  Woman,  was  admit- 
ted into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  the  28th  of  March  1764,  for 
an  Afcites  attended  with  anafarcous  Swellings  of  the  Legs, 
which  had  come  about  a  Month  before  from  catching 
Cold  ;  at  firft  (he  had  the  Squill  Pills  Morning  and  Even- 
ing, and  Phyfic  twice  a  Week;  but  thefe  having  no  Ef- 
fect on  her  Diibrder,  fhe  was  ordered  half  a  Drachm  of  the 
Lixivium  Tartan  in  a  Draught  three  times  a  Day  in  place 
of  the  Squill  Pills ;  but  after  continuing  this  Couffe  for  a 
Fortnight  longer  without  any  Change  in  her  Diforder,  on 
the  27th  of  April  (he  was  ordered  to  lay  afide  all  her  former 
Medicines,  and  to  take  two  Drachms  of  the  Chryftals  of 
Tartar  diflblved  in  Water  in  the  Day ;  on  the  30th  (he 
complained  of  being  coflive,  and  was  ordered  half  an  Ounce 
of  the  Sal  catharticum  amarum>  and  tv/o  Drachms  of  Man- 
na, to  be  diflblved  in  fix  Ounces  of  Almond  and  Emulfion, 
to  be  taken  occafionally ;  in  about  four  Days  after  this 
flie  began  to  make  Water  freely,  her  Swellings  decreafed 
daily,  andfhewasdifcharged,  feemingly  in  good  Health, 
the  8th  of  June. 

J+  A  Phyfician  of  Eminence,  whofe  Veracity  may  be 
entirely  relied  on,  told  me  that  an  Aid-de-Camp  of  .the  late 

Mar(hal 
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phragm,  which  prevents  the  free  Paflage  of  the 
Blood  thro'  the  Lungs;  but  the  Abforption  of 

the 


Manhal  Saxe  had  allured  him,  that  the  Marlhal  had  been 
twice  tapped  for  a  Dropfy  in  the  Year  1745,  and  had  been 
cured  by  the  following  Medicine  :  Take  three  large  Hand- 
fulls  of  Broom-Allies  burnt  in  a  fmothered  Fire,  boil  them 
in  four  Englijh  Pints  of  French  whiteWine  to  two,  and  ftrain 
it  for  Ufe.  This  whole  Quantity  was  drunk  every  Morning 
for  fome  Time,  and  brought  away  a  large  Quantity  of  Wa- 
ter by  Urine,  and  with  it  a  great  deal  of  Slime  mixed  with 
Water. 

*%  The  fame  Gentleman,  gave  me  the  following  Ac- 
count : — In  July  1756,  a  Dragoon  of  the  10th  Regiment, 
after  drinking  cold  fmall  Beer  when  very  hot,  became  drop- 
fical  ;  he  was  tapped,  but  only  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Water 
came  away.  He  began  to  fwell  again,  when  the  Surgeon 
of  the  Regiment  gave  him  15  Grains  of  Quickfilver,  killed 
in  Balfam  of  Sulphur,  every  Night  at  Bed-Time,  and 
twelve  Grains  of  Rhubarb  next  Day.  Thefe  Medicines 
kept  his  Belly  open,  proved  ftrongly  diuretic,  and  removed 
all  his  dropiical  Complaints.  He  lived  in  good  Health  for 
three  Years  after,  but  then  relapfed  and  died. 

See  Examples  of  the  Effects  of  thefe  different  Clafles  of 
Medicines  in  Notes  to  Indication  I.  and  II.  of  Part  I. 
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the  dropfical  Water  (the  only  Cure  of  this  Dif- 
eafe)  is  extremely  diminifhed,  or  ceafes  entire- 
ly. On  thefe  Accounts  it  is  neceffary  to  let 
out  the  Water  by  Tapping,  tho'  few  who  have 
undergone  the  Operation  have  obtained  a  com- 
plete and  lafting  Cure,  but  have  been  fubject 
to  Relapfes  [n). 

11$.  The  Place  to  be  chofen  for  the  Paracen- 
theiis  or  Tapping  is  the  middie  Point  between 
the  Navel  and  the  upper  anterior  Spinal  Pro- 
cefs  of  the  Os  Ilium,  where  there  is  neither 
too  great  Thicknefs  of  the  containing  Parts, 
nor  any  Tendon,  large  Veflel,  or  Nerve,  in 
Hazard  of  being  wounded,  and  the  Water  can 
eafily  run  off  (0). — If  a  fmall  Incifion  thro'  the 

(n)  "  Deinde,  utindec?eperit,  tamen  aqua  niflemitritur, 
"  quse  contra  naturam  ibi  fubftitit,  &  jocinori  &  cceteris 
«'  interioribus  partibus  nocet.  Convenitque  corpus  nihilo- 
"  minus  efle  curandum.  Ncque  enim  fanat  emiflus  numor, 
to  (ed  medians  locum  facit,  quern  intus  inciufus  imnedic.** 
Celf  m\  iii.  cap.  21. 

Skin 
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Skin  is  firft  made  with  a  Lancet,  where  the 
Perforation  is  intended  to  be  made  with  the 
Trocar,  the  Instrument  pierces  with  much  lefs 
Force  than  is  otherwife  required ;  and  this 
ought  always  to  be  done  previous  to  the  Ope- 
ration when  there  is  but  little  Water  in  the 
Belly,  in  order  that  the  Danger  of  hurting  any 
r  of  the  Vifcera  may  be  avoided. 

136.  The  Ancients  obferving,  that  Pa- 
tients who  were  tapped  were  liable  to  fall 
into  fainting  Fits,  and  even  to  the  Hazard 
of  Life  itfelf,  when  much  Water  was  let 
out  at  once,  imagined  thefe  Symptoms 
were  owing  to  the  animal  Spirits  flowing 
out   with  the  Water,  and  therefore  drew  it 

(0)  The  common  Directions  of  Tapping  four  or  five 
Inches  below  the  N^vel,  and  as  much  to  one  Side,  become 
very  precarious,  and  of  confequence  often  dangerous  when 
the  Belly  is  diftended  with  Watery  fince  a  Point  thus 
defcribed  muft  vary  according  to  the  different  Decrees  of 
Diftenfionof  the  Belly. — -See  thefe  Fveafcns  more  fully  ex- 
plained, the  neceflary  Directions  about  the  Manner  of  per- 
forming the  Operation,  and  the  Defcription  of  a  Belt  pro- 
per to  be  ufed,  in  Med>  EJfcys,  vol,  i.  art  18, 

off 
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off  at  different  Times  (p),  tjiat  too  much 
might  not  be  wafted  at  once 5  but  Dr.  Mead 
fully  {q)  demonftrated  in  1705,  that  thefe  Ap- 
pearances depended  entirely  on  the  Preflure 
made  by  the  Water  on  the  furrounding  Parts 
being  too  fuddenly  removed  ;  and  proper  Ban- 
dages have  been  fince  contrived  to  remedy  this 
Inconvenience.  For  by  thefe  Means  the  fame 
Preffure  can  be  kept  on  the  Belly,  during  and 
after  tapping,  as  before  the  Operation  :  in  de- 
termining which,  the  greater  or  lefs  Difficulty 
of  Breathing  (erves  as  a  iure  Criterion  (r).  The 

general 

(p)  Ci  Per hanc  (nempefitmlam)  eflundendus  humor  eft: 
<s  atque  ubi  major  pars  ejus  evocata  eft,  claudenda  demillb 
c<  linteolo  Mftula  eft;  &  in  vulncre,  fi  id  uftumnon  eft,  re- 
*c  linquinda.-  Deinde  per  infequentes  dies  circa  fingulas 
"  heminas  emittendum,  donee  nullum  aquae  veftigium  ap- 
**  pare.at."     Celji  lib.  vii.  cap.  xv. 

(^)  See  Mead.  monk.  med.  cap.  viii. 

(r)  I  have  more  than  once  feen  the  bad  Confequence  of 
not  observing  this  Precaution  of  keeping  a  proper  Cornpref- 
fion  on  the  Abdomen  in  the  Time  the  Water  is  letting  out, 

♦  by 
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general  Practice  now  is  to  let  out  all  the  Wa- 
ter at  once  ;  by  which  there  is  lefs  Danger, 
than  by  the  old  Method  of  Gangrene  in  the 
Orifice  made  in  the  Teguments  ;  or  of  a 
Tympany,  by  Want  of  Compreffion  on  the 
Inteftines ;  or  of  the  remaining  Water  mace- 
rating the  Bowels,  or  becoming  acrid,  and 
eroding  them  by  the  Admiffion  of  Air  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen. 

If  the  Matter  contained  in  the  Abdomen  is 
either  too  thick  to  flow  through  the  Cannula 
of  a  Trocar,  or  if  Hydatides  be  mixed  with 
the  Water  (j),  the  Orifice  is  to  be  enlarged  by 

an 

by  the  Patient's  falling  into  a  fainting  Fit;  and  afterwards, 
when  the  Water  has  been  again  collected  and  let  out,  it  has 
been  tinged  with  Blood,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  Com- 
prefiion  at  the  former  Tapping. 

(s)  See  the  Cafe  of  a  middle-aged  Man,  who  was  tapped 
for  a  Dropfy  of  the  Belly,  but  the  Liquor  being  too  thick 
to  pafs  through  the  Cannula  of  a  Trocar,  an  Incifion  was 
tfiade  into  the  Abdomen,  through  which,  in  two  Days, 

P  twelve 
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an  Incifion  wide  enough  to  let  out  the  extra- 
vafated  Liquors.  Or  if  the  Abdomen  happens 
at  any  Time  to  be  preternaturally  divided  into 
two  Cavities  by  the  Concretion  of  any 
of  the  Vifcera  to  the  Peritoneum  (£),  and 
both  are  full  of  Water,  both  muft  be  tapped. 

137.  In  order  to  prevent  the  Return  of  the 
Dropfy  after  tapping,  it  has  been  propofed  to 
inject  fome  aftringent  Liquor  into  the  Cavity 
through  the  Cannula  immediately  after  the  Wa- 

twelve  German  Meafures  of  a  thick  gelatinous  Liquor, 
mixed  with  a  Number  of  Hydatides,  fome  as  big  as  a  Hen's 
Egg,  fome  no  bigger  than  an  Ant's,  were  evacuated. 
Pbilofoph.  Tranf.  No.  370.^^?.  4. 

(t)  See  fuch  a  Cafe  in  the  Medical  EJays,  vol.  iv.  art.  30. 
where  the  upper  Part  of  the  Omentum  had  grown  all  round 
to  the  Peritoneum,  and  thereby  formed  two  Cavities  in  the 
Abdomen ;  from  the  upper  one  of  which  the  Water  was 
not  voided  when  it  was  let  out  of  the  lower  one  by  tapping. 


ter 
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ter  is  all  let  out  (u)  5  or  to  caufe  fuch  a  Liquor 
to  enter  by  one  Pipe  of  a  double  Trocar, 
while  the  Water  is  running  out  at  the  o- 
ther  {w)  ;  but  there  have'  not  yet  been  fuffici- 

(u)  Mr.  Chriftopher  Warwick,  Surgeon  at  Truro,  relates 
the  Cafe  of  a  Woman  ("feme  Roman)  into  whofe  Abdomen 
he  injected  a  large  Quantity  of  Liquor  made  with  two-thirds 
of  Claret  and  one  of  Brlftol  Water  mixed  together,  after 
extracting  by  the  common  Operation  of  the  Paracentefis 
thirty  fixPounds  of  a  greenifh  tranfparent  Lymph  :  and  a 
Relapfe  was  prevented  by  thefe  Means.  "When  a  large 
Quantity  of  the  Injection  was  in  her  Belly,  a  pungent  Pain 
pofTefTed  her  BreaPc,  frequently  darting  through  all  the 
Vifcera,  her  Breathing  became  extremely  difficult,  her 
Pulfefaultered,  fhe  fell  intoSyncopes,  and  became  fpeechlefs. 
Phihfoph.  Tranf.  No.  qrji.feft.  3.— -Brunner  propofed  that 
Tincture  of  Myrrh  and  Alloes,  with  camphorated  Spirit  of 
Wine,  fhould  be  injected  into  the  Belly,  to  prevent  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Afcites.  Mifc.  Cur.  a,  n.  c.  dec.  2.  ann.  8.  JchoL 
ad  obf.  100.  But  this  would  furely  he  too  acrid,  as  we  may 
judge  from  the  Effects  juft  now  related  of  a  much  milder 
Liquor,  the  Claret  and  Brifiol  Water,  and  from  the  violent 
Inflammation  which  Spirits  thrown  into  the  Scrotum  raifed. 

(w).  This  is  the  Propofal  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Hale. 
Philof  Tranf.  No,  $72.  fe&.  4. 

P  z  ent 
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ent  Trials  made  for  determining  how  far  this 
Method  may  be  depended  upon. 

138*  After  the  Water  is  drawn  off  by  tap- 
ping, the  Stomach  and  Inteftines,  having  lefs 
Affiftance  than  formerly  from  the  Mafcles  of 
the  Belly,  which  do  not  immediately  recover 
their  Tone  fo  as  to  prefs  with  fufficient  Force 
on  thofe  Bowels,  generally  are  inflated,  and  the 
Patient  is  affected  with  Anxiety,  Gripes  or 
Spafms.  When  thefe  Symptoms  come  on 
after  tapping,  or  after  the  Operation  of  Eme- 
tics or  Purgatives,  the  moft  effectual  Remedy 
is  an  Anodyne,  which  under  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  generally  becomes  a  powerful  Diure- 
tic (x). 

(x)  R.  Aq.  menth.  piperit.  Jimp.  unc.  \,  cinnamon  fpir.  unc. 
dimid.  tincl.  cajlor.  drach.  i.  tincl.  thebaic,  gutt.  xi.  tartar, 
llx'iv.fcrup  l.Jyrup.  alth.  drach.  i.  mifce  pro  hanjiu  vefpertino. 
velR.  aq.  menth.  Jimp.  unc.  i.  menth.  piperit.  fpir.  unc.  dimid. 
tincl.  thebaic,  gutt  x\.  vin.  antimon.  gutt.  1.  firup.  ex» 
filth,  dracb  ii.  cap.  h.  s. 

139,  When 
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139.  When  the  Diforder  has  originally  be- 
gun with  anafarcous  Swellings,  and  the  Af- 
cites  is  complicated  with  the  Anafarca,  Come- 
times  Scarifications  or  Pundtures  made  in  the 
lower  Extremities  will  ferve  to  evacuate  the 
Water  (y)  from  the  Abdomen  -,  for  when  the 
Water  of  the  cellular  Membranes  which 
compreffed  the  abforbent  Veins  of  the  Perito- 
neum, and  prevented  them  from  performing 
their  Office,  is  difcharged,  then  thefe  Veffels, 
if  in  a  found  State,  foon  take  up  the  extrava- 
fated  Fluids  lodged  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdo- 
men. 

140.  After  the  Water  is  evacuated,  the  Pa- 
tient muft  perfift  in  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Medi- 

(y)  See  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  the  Cure  of  an  uni- 
verfal  Dropfy  effected  by  Scarifications  and  Punctures, 
and  the  Ufe  of  the  laxative  mercurial  Pills  and  Diuretics 
after  the  Operation.  Edin.  Phyfic.  &  Literar.  EJfeys,  vol.  ii. 
Art.  32.  and  feveral  Inftances  of  the  fame  Kind  in  La 
Mattes  Traite  de  Chirurg.  complete ^  torn.  ii.  ohferv.  119, 
and  in  other  Author^. 

P  j  cines 
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cines  which  promote  the  natural  Secretions, 
and  carry  off  the  hydropic  Water,  for  there  is 
always  Danger  of  a  frefh  Colle&ion  being 
formed  (z). 

141.  If 

(z)  Van  Sweiten  mentions  a  Cafe  from  the  Mem.  de 
VAcad.  des  Sciences,  1703,  p.  175,  of  a  Girl  twenty  Years 
of  Age,  who  had  an  Afcites  for  three  Years ;  fhe  was 
tapped  three  Times,  and  between  four  and  five  Pints  of  a 
fiimy  black  Water  drawn  off  each  Time.  After  the  third 
tapping  file  was  ordered  a  Decoction  of  Urtica,  Iris,  and  the 
Acetofa  rotund,  foli.  which  proved  a  ffrong  Diuretic,  and 
half  the  Water  fhe  made  was  flimy  and  black,  refembling 
what  had  been  brought  away  by  tapping.  She  recovered 
her  Health,  was  married,  and  had  Children. — A  Woman 
thirty-fix  Years  of  Age,  ill  of  an  Afcites,  which  had  come 
from  a  watery  Tumor  of  the  Abdomen  burfting  into  its 
Cavity,  was  thrice  tapped,  and  from  the  laft  Time  the 
Operation  was  performed  fhe  began  to  recover,  and  in 
fome  Time  brought  forth  a  healthy  Child.  By  com- 
puting from  the  Birth  of  the  Child,  it  appeared  that  fhe 
was  three  Months  gone  in  her  Pregnancy  before  the  Pa- 
racentefis  was  firft  performed,  of  which  fhe  had  no'Sufpi- 
cjon  herfelf.     See  Edin,  Medic.  EJfaySy  vol.  vi.  art.  64. — 

A  Lady 
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141.  If  the  Obftru&ions  fhould  be  remov- 
ed, the  Corroborants  and  other  Remedies  for- 
merly mentioned  in  Se£t.  51.  fhould  be  em* 
ployed  to  ftrengthen  the  Patient,  and  prevent 
a  Relapfe. 

142.  In  People  who  have  the  Afcites,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  are  affli&ed  with  the  true 
Hernia,  the  Water  commonly  makes  its  Way 
into  the  Hernial  Sac,  to  form  either  a  Hydro- 
cele or  Hydromphalus,  according  to  where 
the  Hernia  is  $  and  frequently  where  there  is 

A  Lady,  fifty  Years  of  Age,  labouring  under  an  Afcites, 
for  which  (lie  had  been  thrice  tapped,  and  taken  many 
purgative  and  diuretic  Medicines  without  Effect:,  was  ad- 
vifed  to  take  every  Morning  and  Evening  a  Spoonful  of 
unbruifed  Muftard  Seed,  and  to  drink  after  it  a  Pint  of  a 
Decoction  made  of  the  Tops  of  Broom.  In  three  Days 
{he  was  fenfibly  relieved,  the  Medicine  purged  her  fome- 
times  for  two  or  three  Days,  and  made  her  pafs,  at  leaft, 
between  two  and  three  Quarts  of  Urine  every  Day.  She 
perfifted  in  the  Ufe  of  thefe  Medicines,  and  was  cured 
without  a  Relapfe.     Mead.  Monit.  medic,  cap.  viii. 

P  4  nd 
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no  Hernia  the  Preflure  of  the  Water  in  thfc 
Abdomen  occafions  anafarcous  Swellings  of 
the  Scrotum  in  Men,  and  at  other  Times  the 
Water  in  the  Belly  diilends  the  Navel  (efpe- 
cially  of  Women)  into  a  watery  Tumor. 


143.  Thefe  Appendages  of  the  Afcites  (if 
they  may  be  fo  called),  when  they  have  a 
Communication  with  the  Water  in  the  Abdo~ 
men,  may  be  emptied  either  by,  ift,  Tapping 
the  Belly  in  the  common  Part,  or,  2dly,  by  mak- 
ing a  Puu&ure  with  a  Lancet  or  a  Trocar  in  the 
moft  depending  Part  of  the  Tumor,  when  the 
fame  (a)  Precautions  are  to  be  obferved  as  af- 
ter the  common  Operation  of  the  Paracente- 

(a)  Riverius  gives  a  Cafe  of  an  Afcites  accompanied 
with  the  Hydromphalus,  where  the  Patient  was  cured  by 
letting  out  the  Water  at  the  prominent  Navel.  Obj.  com- 
mun.  a  Formio^obf.  iv. — A  like  Cafe  is  related  by  Du  Verney 
Mem*,  de  T  Acad,  des  Sciences,  1702. — See  a  Number  of 
Cafes  of  the  Hydromphalus  in  Bonetus  and  Schenkius,  and 
of  Cures  faid  to  follow  the  burfting  of  the  Navel,  ^/lead. 
Monk.  Med.  cap.  8.  Medic.  Ejfays,  vol.  iii.  Art.  28.  Mem.  de 
V  Acad,  des  Sciences,  1723,  p.  583.. 

lis, 
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fis,  with  this  Addition,  that  a  Gangrene  is 
here  more  to  be  apprehended  by  the  fudden 
collapfing  of  the  Teguments,  and  therefore 
the  Corroborants  prefcribed  in  Sedt.  72.  a. 
ought  to  be  diligently  made  Ufe  of.  Some- 
times the  Skin  of  the  Navel  or  Groin  is  burft 
by  the  diftending  Water  -,  in  which  Cafes  it 
is  to  be  treated  as  if  an  Incifion  had  beea 
made. 

144.  The  Hydrops  Afciteq  Siccus,  or  Tym- 
pany, accompanying  the  Afcites,  is  no  other 
than  what  was  mentioned  in  Sedt.  130.  Note 
tjr.  And  when  it  is  feen  without  a  Dropfy,  is 
not  a  Difeafe  caufed  by  Water,  and  therefore 
no  Part  of  my  prefent  Subjed:  (b). 

Dropsy 

{b)  Mr.  Littre,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences at  Paris,  for  the  Tear  1 7 13,  affirms  that  the  Air  in 
this„Diforder,  the  Tympany,  is  always  confined  within  the 
Cavity  of  the  Inteftines,  and  is  never  lodged  within  the 
Cavity  of  the  Abdomen  j  and  hence,  although  the  true 

Tympany 
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Dropsy  between  the  Tunica  Vaginalis 

and  Testis. 

145.  Water  colle&ed  between  the  Vaginal 
and  proper  Coat  of  the  Tefticle,    hinders   the 

Tefticle 


Tympany  is  fo  often  mentioned  by  the  Antients,  and  we 
have  feveral  Cafes  of  it  related  by  the  Moderns,  fome 
Pra&itioners  have  begun  to  doubt  of  its  Existence.  The 
following  Cafe  is  a  Proof  that  it  is  fometimes  to  be  met 
with.  On  the  12th  of  March  1757,  I  was  defired  to  be 
prefent  at  the  Opening  of  the  Body  of  a  Woman  (Mrs. 
Miller)  in  Swallow  Street,  who  had  died  about  fourteen 
Days  after  Child-birth.  The  Abdomen  was  fwelled  as 
much  as  if  (he  had  been  in  the  laft  Month  of  her  Preg- 
nancy, and  felt  as  if  it  was  filled  with  Air.  A  long  In- 
cifion  was  made  with  Care  through  the  Skin  and  Mufcles 
quite  to  the  Peritoneum,  and  then  a  fmall  Puncture  was 
made  through  it  on  the  left  Side  of  the  Navel;  immedi- 
ately fuch  a  vaft  Quantity  of  feted  Air  rufhed  out  through 
the  Orifice,  as  obliged  us  to  open  all  the  Windows  of  the 
Room  in  which  the  Corpfe  lay,  and  the  Swelling  of, the 
Belly  fubfided  entirely.  The  Blade  of  a  Pair  of  SciiTars 
was  then  put  into  the  Puncture,  and  the  Integuments  be- 
ing 


OF    THE    DROPSY. 


219 


Tefticle  from  being  felt,  by  which  Circum- 
ftance  this  Kind  of  internal  Hydrocele  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  others. 

146.  When 

ing  raifed  up  from  the  Interlines,  one  Incifion  was  made 
down  to  the  Pubis,  and  another  up  to  the  Cartilago  Enfi- 
formis.  The  Operator  finding  the  Integuments  every 
where  free  from  the  Inteftines  on  the  left  Side,  made  a 
crofs  Incifion  from  the  Navel  down  towards  the  Quadra- 
tus  Mufcle  of  the  Loins.  Having  now  a  full  View  of  the 
Cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  the  Interlines  appeared  to  be  of 
the  common  Size,  and  not  at  all  diftended  with  Air  more 
than  common.  On  the  left  Side  they  had  here  and  there  a, 
little  Rednefs  on  their  Surface,  but  otherwife  feemed  to  be 
in  a  natural  Condition  ;  in  the  right  Side  they  were  more 
inflamed,  and  adhered  to  the  Peritoneum  almorl  every 
where  between  the  Ribs  and  Spine  of  the  Ileum. 

We  then  turned  over  the  Interlines  very  carefully,  and 
examined  whether  we  could  find  any  Hole  in  them,  or 
Fceces  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen ;  but  we  could  dif- 
cover  neither.  In  the  Pelvis  there  was  about  three  Pints 
of  a  clear  green-coloured  fetid  Water.  A  fmall  Quantity 
of  well -concocted,  but  fetid  Pus  lay  below  the  Sac  of  the 
Colon,  and  on  the  Mefentery,  below  fome  of  the  Folds 
of  the  Ileum  near  it  -3 — the  Bladder  was  much  inflamed  $ 
—-the  Uterus  feemed  to  be  quite  found,  and  was  near 

twice 
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146.  When  this  Difeafe  is  recent,  efpecially 
in  young  Patients,  it  is  fometimes  cured  by  the 

aromatic 

twice  the  Size  of  the  Uterus  Virgineus  of  an  Adult.  The 
Spleen  and  Kidnies  were  in  a  natural  State,  the  Liver  had 
a  flight  Degree  of  Rednefs  on  its  lower  Part. 

After  we  had  examined  every  Thing  we  could  without 
making  Ufe  of  the  Knife,  an  Attempt  was  made  to  di(Te& 
the  Interlines  from  the  Peritoneum  at  the  Part  where  they 
adhered,  and  a  Number  of  Collections  of  Matter  were 
obferved,  fome  on  the  Outfide  of  the  Peritoneum,  and  o- 
thers  between  the  Peritoneum  and  Interlines.  Very  fooa 
the  Operator  either  cut  or  tore  the  Coats  of  fome  Part  of 
the  Interlines,  and  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen  was  over- 
flowed with  liquid  Fceces,  which  put  a  Stop  to  our  further 
Enquiries. 

Upon  examining  into  the  Hiftory  of  this  Woman,  her 
Mother  told  us  that  flie  never  had  had  any  acute  Inflam- 
mation of  her  right  Side,  but  that  for  fome  Months  of 
her  Pregnancy  (he  had  complained  of  Stitches  and  Pains 
of  that  Side,  attended  with  Sicknefs  ;  that  the  fecond  or 
third  Day  after  her  Delivery,  {he  was  very  feverifh  and 
fick,  and  had  fwelled  in  about  twenty-four  Hours  to  that 
monftrous  Size  we  had  feen  her  of. 

Was  this  a  true  Tympany,  arifing  from  fome  very  frnall 
Hole  of  the  Interlines,  which  allowed  the  Air  but  not  the 

Fcecet 
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aromatic  Fumes,  and  fuch  like ;  Formulae  of 
which  were  fet  down  in  Notes  to  Se<5t.  72.  a. 
Other  difcutient  penetrating  Medicines  (c)  have 
fometimes  a  like  good  Effedl.  During  their  Ufe 
the  Scrotum  muft  be  always  well  fufpended  by  a 
proper  Bandage,  and  repeated  Dofes  of  Purga- 
tives fhould  be  given, 

147.  If  thefe  do  not  fucceed,  a  Pundture  may 
be  made  into  the  hydropic  Sac  with  a  Lancet 
to  evacuate  the  Water.  Surgeons  commonly 
do  this  with  a  Trocar  3  but  it  is  not  fo  good  an 
Instrument  as  the  Lancet,  efpecially  when  the 
Quantity  of  hydi*opic  Water  is  fmall ;  for  there 
is  a  greater  Rifk  of  wounding  the  Tefticle  with 

Foeces  to  pafs  ?  Or,  was  the  Air  generated  in  the  Cavity 
of  the  Abdomen  by  putrid  Humours  ?  The  firft  feems  to  me 
to  be  the  moft  probable  Conjecture. 

(c)  R.  Rad.  bryon.  alb.  unc.  ii.  fol,  cicitt.  vulg.  recent,  ma- 
nip,  ii.  mifce9  et  coque  in  q.  f.  aq.  font,  ut  fiat  f.  a.  cataplafm. 
cut  adde  gum  amnion*  in  acet.  fort,  folut,  unc.  fs.  ol.  palma 
dracb*  iii. 

aTro- 
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a  Trocar  than  with  the  Lancet  (d).  As  the 
Water  may  be  expeded  foon  to  colled  again, 
this  Method  is  called  the  Imperfeft  or  Pallia- 
tive. 

148.  After  tapping,  the  Methods  of  injeft- 
ing  ftrengthening  Liquors  (<?),  or  of  exciting 
Inflammation  by  the  Introduction  of  extrane- 
ous 

I  (d)  See  in  Med.  Efays,  Vol.  v.  Art.  22.  a  Cafe  where  a 
violent  Inflammation  and  Suppuration  of  the  Tefticle  was 
probably,  caufed  by  the  Point  of  a  Trocar  hurting  the 
Tefticle. 

(e)  Dr.  G.  Monro>  taking  the  Hint*  from  the  Method 
propofed  by  my  Father  of  curing  the  Hydrocele  by  raifing  a 
fmall  Degree  of  Inflammation,  attemped  to  make  a  radical 
Cure  in  the 'following  Manner :  having  let  out  the  Water 
of  a  large  Hydrocele  that  had  been  often  tapped,  he  inject- 
ed a  little  Spirit  of  Wine  into  the  Scrotum,  which  raifed 
fo  violent  an  Inflammation  as  to  bring  the  Patient  into  great 
Danger ;  but  by  bleeding  the  Patient  pretty  freely,  he  was 
at  length  relieved.  He  recovered,  and  has  never  fince  had 
a  Return  of  the  Hydrocele.  This  violent  Inflammation, 
which  the  ardent  Spirits  brought  on  in  this  Patient,  induced 
him  to  try  a  milder  Remedy  in  the  next  Cafe  that  offered  ; 

when 
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ous  Bodies  (/),  may  fometimes  be  put  in 
Practice,  in  order  to  prevent  a  Return ;  tho' 
the  Operation  to  be  mentioned  in  the  next 
Se&ion  is  in  general  to  be  preferred. 

149.  To  make  a  radical  Cure,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  open  the  Tumor  by  a  large  Incifion, 
to  cut  away  Part  of  the  Integuments  and  Cyft, 
taking  particular  Care  that  the  Tefticle  do  not 
ftart  out  at  the  Orifice,  but  be  retained  within 
the  Scrotum  (g).     If  an  Haemorrhage  enfues, 

the 

when  having  let  out  the  Water,  he  injecled  fome  Claret 
into  the  Scrotum,  by  which  Means  only  a  flight  Degree  of 
Inflammation  was  railed  \  but  it  fucceeded-to  his  Wiihby 
completing  a  Cure  :  fince  which  Time  he  has  made  feve- 
-ral  radical  Cures  by  this  Remedy  alone. — Mr.  Sharp  had 
the  fame  violent  Degree  of  Inflammation  follow  the  Injec^ 
tion  of  Spirit  of  Wine.     Operat.  Chap.  ix.  Cafe  4. 

(/)  In  Med.  Ej/ays,  Vol.  v.  Art.  22.  a  Propofal  is  made 
of  exciting  Inflammation,  after  tapping  for  Water  fur- 
rounding  the  Tefticle,  by  letting  the  Cannula  remain 
fometime  within  the  vaginal  Coat  to  rub  on  the  Tefticle. 

(g)  I  have  more  than  once  feen  the  Tefticle  remain  out 
of  the  Cavity  of  the  Scrotum  after  this  Operation  till  it 

was 
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the  proper  Means  for  flopping  it  are  to  be  em- 
ployed (//)  j  after  this  it  is  to  be  treated  as  a 

common 

tfras  covered  with  Flefh,  and  then  with  a  new  Skin.  HIU 
danus  gives  a  Cafe  of  an  Afcites  where  the  Scrotum  fwelled 
prodigioufly,  and  then  gangrened  and  floughed  off,  fo 
that  the  Tefticles  were  left  quite  bare  and  expofed ;  all  the 
hydropic  Water  was  evacuated  this  Way,  granulated  Flefh 
arofe  from  the  Tefticles,  and  a  Callus  over  that,  which 
ferved  by  way  of  a  Scrotum :  the  Patient  was  quite  cured 
of  his  Dropfy,  and  afterwards  had  feveral  Children.  Obf. 
Cent.  i.  0^/48. 

(h)  Mr,  Jamefon  having  made  a  fmall  Perforation,  with 
a  differing  Scalpel,  into  the  Scrotum  of  a  Perfon,  in  order 
to  evacuate  the  Water  of  an  Hydrocele,  about  twelve 
Ounces  of  pure  Blood  ran  out  of  the  Orifice  after  the  Wa- 
ter was  evacuated,  without  any  Pain  or  Uneafinefs.  Next 
Day  the  Patient  perceived  a  great  Weight  and  Fulnefs  of 
that  Teflicle :  an  Incifion  was  then  made  into  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis,  and  a  great  Quantity  of  thick  coagulated  Blood 
was  difcharged ;  the  Wound  was  properly  drefled,  and  the 
Cure  went  on  without  any  other  Accident ;  for  in  three 
Weeks  Time  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  grew  fo  firmly  to  the 
Tefticle,  that  the  Patient  never  had  a  Return  of  his  Hy* 
drocele.    Med,  EJfays,  Vol  ii.   Art.  14.— See  two  other 

Cafe; 
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common  Wound.  An  Inflammation  generally 
follows,  and  either  a  great  Part  of  the  Cyft 
floughs  off,  or  granulating  Flefh  arifing  from 
its  Surface,  its  Sides  grow,  together,  and  a 
Cure  is  compleated. 

150.  But  if  neither  of  thefe  happen,  and  the 
outer  Edges  of  the  cut  Cyft  are  likely  to  con- 
crete fo  as  to  leave  a  Cavity  within,  the  Cyft 
may  be  fp  much  irritated  as  to  excite  an  In- 
flammation, without  which  a  Cure  cannot  be 
made,  as  the  Sac  otherwife  continues  to  furnifh 
a  conftant  Supply  of  Water,  which  produces 
a  Fiftula,  or  elfe  the  Orifice  (huts  up,  and  the 
Hydrocele  is  foon  formed  again.  The  Irrita- 
tion muft,  however,  be  made  very  cautioufly ; 
for  it  is  often  followed  by  violent  Inflamma- 
tion and  Fever  (/)'.     When  Pus  is  difcharged 

from 

Cafes  of  Haemorrhages  after  this  Operation  in  Mr.  Sharp's 
Operat.  Chap.  ix. 

(z)  See  Cafes  of  Cures  of  Hydroceles  performed  by  raif- 
ing  Inflammation  in  Notes  to  Section  164.  and  in  Medical 
EjftyS)  Vol  v.  Art,  22.  and  the  Additions  at  the  End  of 

Q  that 
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from  the  Cavity,  there  are  Hopes  of  a  Cure  ; 
for  then  granulated  Flefti  arifes  from  the  Cyft 
to  fill  it  up,  or  to  make  its  Sides  grow  toge- 
ther. 

151.  Of  late  it  has  been  propofed  to  perform 
the  radical  Cure,  by  cutting  away  the  greater 
Part  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis,  and  then  to  treat 
it  as  a  common  Wound  (£)-. 

Preter- 

that   Volume.— The  firfl   three  Patients  on  whom  Mr. 
Sharp  performed  the  Operation  of  laying  open  the  vaginal 
Coat  of  the  Tefticle  in  the  Hydrocele,  were  in  great  Dan- 
ger from  the  Fever  and  Inflammation  which  came  on  after 
it.     Operat.  Chap.  ix. 

(k)  Since  the  firft  Edition  of  this  EfTay,  the  Jate  Mr. 
Douglafs  publiihed  a  Treatife  on  the  Hydrocele,  in 
which  the  cutting  away  the  greater  Part  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis,  in  the  following  Manner,  is  recommended  as 
the  fafeft  and  bed  Method  of  making  a  radical  Cure. 

Having  laid  the  Patient  in  a  proper  Pofture,  an  oval 
Piece  of  the  Skin  is  to  be  taken  away,  beginning  a  little 
above  the  upper  Part  of  the  Tumor  down  to  the  Bottom,  the 
wideft  Part  of  the  Incifion  being  almoft  equal  to  the  wideft 

Part 
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152.  The  preternatural  Cyfts  formed  by  wa- 
tery Collections,  were,  in  their  found  State;  all 

of 

Part  of  the  Tumor ;  then  the  Cyft.  is  to  be  opened  by  a 
(mail  Incifion,  and  to  be  dilated  its  whole  Extent  with  a 
Pair  of  probe  pointed  Scifiars.  After  this  the  Tefticle  is  to 
be  carefully  fupported  by  an  Affiftant,  while  the  Operator 
feparates  the  Cyft  everywhere  from  the  Skin,  and  then 
cuts  it  clofe  to  the  Margin  of  the  Tefticle  and  fpermatic 
Cord.  In  doing  this,  too  much  of  the  Cyft  fhould  not  be 
taken  up  at  once,  as  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  pare  it  off  fo 
as  not  to  leave  fome  behind,  which  by  all  Means  fhould  be 
avoided.  The  other  Side  is  to  be  cut  away  in  the  fame 
Manner,  until  all  the  Cyft,  excepting  what  covers  the 
fpermatic  Cord,  is  entirely  removed.  This  done,  the 
Tefticle  is  to  be  replaced,  the  Cavity  filled  up  with  dry 
Lint,  and  a  thin  Pledget  of  Tow  fpread  with  digeftive  put 
ever  it ;  and  the  whole  Scrotum  to  be  covered  with  an  e- 
moliient  Cataplafm,  and  fecured  with  a  proper  Bandage. 

0.2  The 
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of  them  Spaces  between  the  cellular  Mem- 
branes. For  when  the  Paffages  from  one,  two,  of 
more  of  them  into  the  neighbouring  Cells  are 
flopped,  their  Sides  being  diftended,  the  Mem- 
branes of  the  feveral  furrounding   Cells  are 

The  Advantages  which  Mr.  Douglafs  alledges  that  this 
Method  of  operating  has,  are  ;  that  by  removing  the  Sac 
the  great  Inflammation,  Pain,  and  fymptomatic  Fever, 
which,  he  fays*  attend  the  common  radical  Cure  till  fuch 
Time  as  the  Cyft  Houghs  off  and  feparates,  are  prevented  ; 
that  a  good  Suppuration  foon  enfues  without  any  violent 
Symptoms;  and  that  a  Cure  is  completed  without  any 
Danger  of  a  Relapfe.  See  his  Treatife  on  the  Hydrocele, 
Chap.  iv. 

Whether  this  Method  has  really  fuch  Advantages  over 
the  common  radical  Cure,  the  future  Experience  of  Sur- 
geons muft  determine. 

This  Method  of  Cure  is  as  old  as  Celfus's  Time,  and  has 
been  propofed  in  feme  Cafes  by  fome  late  Writers,  as  Mr. 
Douglafs  obferves  : 

"  Si  fcrotum,  &  fab  hoc  protinus  vitium  eft,  nihil  aliud 
<s  quam  humor  eft:  effundendus,  abfeindendaeque  membra- 
«*  ms  funt,  fi  quse  eum  continuerunt ;  deinde  eluendum  id 
«  ex  aqua,  quae  vel  falem  adj?c~r,um  vel  nitrum  habeat :  fi 
cc  fub  media,  imave  tunica,  totse  h;e  extra  fcrotum  collo- 
*«  candae  excidendacque  font."    'Celf%  lib,  vii.  cap.  %U 

brought 
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brought  and  prefted  together,  fo  as  to  form  a 
firm  membranous  Sac ;  the  more  fuch  a  Sac 
is  diftended,  the  more  Membranes  are  com- 
pacted together  ;  and  the  longer  they  conti- 
nue in  this  State,  the  greater  Thicknefs  and 
Firmnefs  do  they  acquire.  This  is  the  Rea- 
fo-n  why  the  Cyfts  of  fuch  Sorts  of  Tumors 
are  generally  thick  in  Proportion  to  their  Srps 
and  Continuance. 

153.  What  is  here  faid  concerning  the 
Formation  of  the  Hydatides,  or  Veficles  full 
of  Water,  will,  I  believe,  be  granted  in  re- 
lation to  the  thick  firm  ones  placed  under  the 
Skin  y  but  different  Opinions  have  been  formed 
about  thofe  that  are  often  ktn.  upon  the 
Bowels,  or  found  floating  in  Liquors  within 
them. 

154.  Some  have  imagined  thefe  Bodies  to  be 
diftended  lymphatic  VefTels;  but  there  has 
been   no  Cafe  yet  mentioned  where  they  fol- 

0^3  low^4 
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lowed  the  known  Courfe  of    the  Lymphatics, 
nor  any  fimilar  Inftance  produced  of  any  other 
Veffel  in  the  Body  being  capable  of  fo  great 
Diftention.     I  have  feen  Hydatides  in  the  Ab- 
domen larger  than  a  common  Orange,   which 
is  equal  in  Size  to  the  largeft  Aneurifm  of  the 
Aorta,  where  there  was  no  Rupture  of  the  Vef- 
fel, though  the  Aorta  is  at  lead  three  hundred 
Times  bigger  than  the  largeft  Lymphatic,  and 
its  Coats  proportionally  ftrongand  able  to  bear 
the  great   Diftention.     Join  to  this   the  In- 
ftances  of  a  Number  of  Hydatides  being  found 
floating  in  Hydropic  Waters,  Houfton  Philof 
Tranjlat.  No.   jfii.  fe5i.  3.     Ruyfch.  obferv. 
anat.  chirurg.  obferv,  6$,SmeIIy's  Cafes,  Collec- 
tion 8./.  99.  of  larger  Veficles  containing  lefler 
ones,  and  a  Number  of  thofe  again  contained  in 
one  large  Sac,  A&.  PetropoL  torn.  1.  p.  379. 
the  Want  of  a  due  Force  to  feparate  thefe 
fuppofed  diftended  Veffels  from  their  Attach- 
ments 5  and   we  (hall  readily  be    convinced 

that 
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that  Hytatides  are  not  diftended  lymphatic 
Veffels. 

:  i$$..Ruyfch's  Opinion  of  Blood- Veffels  dege- 
nerating into  Hydatides,  is  what  I  can  form  no 
Idea  of  j  although  I  can  £afily  fee  how  Hyda- 
tides,  when  once  formed,  fhould  by  their  Pref- 
fure  on  the  neighbouring  Veffels  prevent  Li- 
quors from  palling  through  them,  and  how, 
if  this  Preffure  continue  long,  their  Sides  may 
grow  together,  and  the  Veffels  become  im- 
pervious. See  Ruyfcb.  adverf.  anat.  dec.  2.  pr 
24.  and  Tbef.  1.  a,  2.  1.  n.  12. 

156.  Others  have  imagined  that  the  Coats  of 
thefe  Hydatides  were  formed  by  the  Particles 
of  vifcid  extravafated  Liquors  attracting  one 
another,  and  forming  themfelves  into  Pellicles 
round  the  hydropic  Waters.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  fuch  vifcid  Liquors  are  capable  of 
being  formed  into  Membranes ;  but  the  Dif- 
ficulty is  to  conceive  how  fuch  a  Pellicle  fhould 

Q^4  form 
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form  itfelf  without  any  Attachment  to  the 
neighbouring  Parts,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  them 
firti  to  attach  themfelves  to  the  Sides  of  the 
Cavity,  and  afterwards  to  be  feparated  by  the 
Liquors  thrown  out  by  the  Mouths  of  the 
exhaling  Arteries   (/). 

157.  Others  have  been  of  Opinion,  that  all 
thofe  Vefieles  or  Sacs  are  formed  in  the  cellular 
Membranes  in  the  fame  Manner  as  we  have 
accounted  for  them  in  Seel:  152.  and  either  re- 
main fixed  to  the  Part  where  tjiey  originally 
grew,  or  are  afterwards  feparated  from  their 
Attachments.  The  immenfe  Diftenfility  of 
the  cellular  Membrane,  the  eafy  Separation  of 
its  Parts,  its  evident  Formation  into  Sacs  in  all 
incyfted    Tumors,  and  its   Membranes    not 

(/)  I  once  faw  a  large  loofe  Hydatide,  whofe  Coats 
feemed  quke  inorganic,  and  were  made  up  of  different 
Layers  laid  one  above  another,  which  from  their  Appear- 
ance I  fufpe&ed  to  have  been  formed  of  infpiflated  vif- 
cid  extravafated  Liquors, 

hav- 
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having  ramifying  Veffels  proper  to  them,  leave 
no  Doubt  but  that  this  is  the  Cafe  with  thofc 
Hydatides  that  are  found  attached  to  any  of 
the  Vifcera,  or  any  other  Part  of  the  Body. 
Nor  is  the  Objedtion  of  their  Pellicles  melting 
down  into  a  Liquor,  conclufive  againft  this 
Hypothecs  $  for  we  fee  the  cellular  Mem- 
branes every  Day  melted  down  in  Suppurati- 
ons ;  and  if  Ha/kr's  and  Kaaw's  Account  of 
thefe  Membranes,  being  originally  a  glewy 
Matter,  be  true,  we  fhall  be  the  lefs  furprifed  at 
feeing  them  melt  down  in  milder  Liquors. 

158.  By  this  melting  down  of  the  cellu- 
lar Membranes  we  may  account  for  thofe 
Hydatides  that  are  found  floating  in  Liquors ; 
for  if  Hydatides  are  once  formed  any  wherein 
the  Body,  a  confequent  Suppuration  may  de- 
tach them  by  diflblving  the  neighbouring  cellu- 
lar Membranes ;  nay,  acrid,  corroding,  mace- 
rating Waters  may  eafily  prqduce  the  fame  Ef- 
fedi$  and  in  almoft  all  the  Obfervations  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  loofe  Hydatides,  we  find  that  either 
there  has  been  a  Suppuration,  or  the  hydropic 
Waters  have  been  very  acrid.  Indeed  in  fome 
Accounts  of  Hydatides  in  the  Uterus,  we  do 
not  find  it  faid  that  either  the  Waters  were 
acrid,  or  that  there  was  any  Suppuration  $  but 
might  not  thefe  Hydatides  have  been  originally 
the  Cells  of  a  Placenta,  which  after  being  fe- 
parated  had  lain  in  the  Uterus,  and  fallen  to 
Pieces  by  long  Maceration  in  the  Waters.  The 
Obfervations  given  by  Ruyfch  of  Placenta? 
compofed  of  fuch  Hydatides,  and  thofe  of 
Mauriceau  (hewing  that  a  Hydrops  Uteri  is 
often  complicated  with  Pregnancy,  make  this 
Conjecture  not  improbable, 

I59.1thasbeen  thought  difficult  on  this  The- 
ory to  give  a  Reafon  why  thefe  Hydatides  feem 
fometimes  quite  inorganic,  and  to  have  no  Vef- 
fels  at  all,  while  at  other  Times  Veffels  are  feen 
diftributed  regularly  through  their  Coats :  but  I 

thinly 
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think  the  Confideration  of  the  Structure  of  the 
cellular  Membrane,  together  with  the  Manner 
in  which  we  have  alledged  thefe  Hydatides  to 
be  formed,  may  account  for  chefe  Appearan- 
ces. For  when  only  a  few  Membranes  are  dif- 
tended,  where  no  Veffels,  fo  large  as  to  be  dis- 
cerned by  the  Eye,  run  in  their  Interfaces,  there 
no  Veffels  can  be  feen  -,  but  where  a  Number 
of  Membranes,  that  have  confiderable  Veffels 
running  between  them,  are  preffed  together, 
there  an  organic  Structure  muft  plainly  appear. 

160.  The  Veffels  of  the  preternatural  fixed 
Cyfts  being  conftantly  diftended  by  the  inclofed 
Liquor  have  very  little  Power  of  Abforption," 
and  what  they  do  imbibe  confifls  only  of  the 
thinneft  Parts  of  the  Fluids,  on  which  Ac- 
count what  remains  becomes  fometimes  of  a 
thicker  and  more  vifcid  Confidence. 

161.  Moft  of  the  hydropic  Cyfls  near  the 
Surface  of  the  Body  are  called  Hydatides  3  fuch 

as 
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as  are  formed  near  the  Tendons  are  "common- 
ly named  Ganglions  ;  thofe  placed  on  the 
Trachea  have  the  Name  of  Bronchoceles  {m) ; 
and  thofe  that  are  near  to  the  Glans  Penis  are 
known  by  the  Name  of  Chryftallines ;  but 
none  of  them  have  any  thing  peculiar  except 
their  Situation.  Nor  does  the  Nature  of  the 
internal  Hydatides  differ  from  that  of  the  ex- 
ternal, tho*  they  have  different  Names  applied 
to  them,  according  to  the  Organs  in  or  upon 
which  they  are  fituated. 

162  But  as,  on  account  of  the  various  Situation 
of  Hydatides,  there  are  different  Remarks  to  be 
made  concerning  the  Symptoms  and  Method 


(m)  The  watery  Bronchocele  does  not  occur  fo  often  in 
this  Country  as  in  fome  others ;  it  is  faid  to  be  a  very  com- 
mon Difeafe  among  the  Swifs,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Alps.  Englilh  TranJIation  of Boerhaaves  Apbor.  Note  to  Sett. 
1 22 1. — Some  Years  ago  Mr.  Bromfield  extirpated  a 
large  watery  Cyft,  fituated  between  the  Sternomaftoideus 
Mufcle  and  the  Trachea  of  a  Woman,  and  the  Wound 
healed  kindly. 

of 
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of  treating  many  of  them,   it  is  neceffary  lo 
confider  each  Sort  feparately. 

163.  Hydatides  are  what  Surgeons  cal  cir- 
cumfcribed  Tumors,  2.  e.  their  Extent  can  be 
exadtly  determined  5  they  yield  to  Preffure, 
but  when  it  is  removed  they  return  to  their 
former  Shape  -y  the  Fingers  moved  alternately 
on  them  feel  a  Fluctuation  of  their  Liquor,  but 
when  they  are  ceep-feated  this  is  generally  very 
indiftinft  and  obfcure  ;  they  feldom  are  hurt- 
ful, except  by  the  Preffure  they  make  on  the 
neighbouring  Organs,  which  are  thereby  hin- 
dered in  the  regular  Performance  of  their  Func- 
tions. The  Fluid  within  them  having  no 
Communication  with  the  external  Air,  is  not 
apt  to  become  fo  acrid  as  to  deftroy  the  Bag  in 
which  it  is  contained,  and  being  in  itfelf  inert 
and  watery,  the  little  of  it  that  is  ahforbed 
communicates  no  bad  Quality  to  the  Mafs  of 
Blood. 

164.  Hy- 
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164.  Hydatides  are  fcarce  ever  removed 
by  any  internal  Medicines  or  by  mild  exter- 
nal Applications! :  they  have  been  fome- 
times  difcuffed  by  ftrong  Preflure  or  Friction, 
by  the  frequent  Fall  of  Water  from  a  confider- 
able  Height  upon  them,  or  by  Epifpaftics  («) 
applied  to  the  Teguments  covering  them  ;  but 
the  moft  certain  Cure  is  by  fome  of  the  fol- 
lowing chirurgical  Operations. 

a.  By  extirpating  the  Cyft.  In  this  Opera- 
tion Surgeons  Commonly  put  themfelves  to 
much  unneceffary  Trouble,  by  endeavouring  to 
preferve  the  Bag  entire  5  for  there  is  lefs  to  cut, 
and  more  Room  for  doing  it,  when  after  laying 
bare  the  external  Surface  of  the  Tumor,  the 
Cyft  is  opened,  and  the  Water  let  out.  After 
taking   the  Cyft  away  in  this  Manner,  the 

(n)  R.  Acet.  fort.  calefact.  q.  f.  eo  madefacla  fpongia  tu- 
mori  imponatur.— -R.  femin.  finap.  triti  micae  panis  ana  p.  ae 
acet  opt.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  finapifmus  hydatidi  applicandus. — R. 
emplaft.  commun.  cum  gummi  emplaft.  veficat.  fingul. 
drach.  ii.  liquefcant  fimul  leni  igne,  extend,  ad  alutam  & 
tumori  applica, 

Wound 
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Wound  is  to  be  cured  in  the  common  Me- 
thod (0). 

0.  If  the  Extirpation  of  the  Cyft  feems  dan- 
gerous, becaufeof  its  Situation  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  large  Arteries,  Veins,  Nerves,  Ten- 
dons, &c.  its  external  Part  only  may  be  cut 
away,  or  it  may  be  opened  by  a  large  Incifion ; 
and  the  Growth  of  Flefli  from  its  internal  Sur- 
face be  procured,  either  by  numerous  Incifions 
made  on  it,  or  by  efcharotic,  eroding,  orftimu- 
lating  Applications,  which,  by  exciting  Inflam- 
mation, increafe  Suppuration,  and  thereby  pro- 
mote the  Growth  of  Fle(h  to  fill  up  the  Ca- 
vity Q>). 

If 

(0)  Boerhaave  faw  a  Bronchoce  le  which  reached  from  the 
Os  Hyoides  to  the  Acromion  of  the  Scapula,  cured  by  Extir- 
pation. Van  Szvelten  comment,  in  apbor.  feci.  792.  Cafes 
of  Hydatides  cured  in  this  Way  occur  daily. 

(p)  The  Sac  of  a  Hydatide  in  the  fpermatic  Chord  being 
laid  open,  a  large  Quantity  of  Water  was  evacuated,  and  the 
Wound  drefTed  with  dry  Lint ;  fome  Days  after,  as  the 
Scrotum  and  Bottom  of  the  Wound  felt  callous,  red  Precis 

pitate 
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y-  If  neither  of  the  above-mentioned  Opera* 
tions  can  be  performed,  or  the  Patient  will  not 
fubmit  to  them,  a  Puncture  may  be  made  in  the 
Sac  with  a  Lancet  or  Trocar,  in  order  to  let 
out  the  Liquor  containe  d  in  it ;  but  if  the  fmall 
Orifice  heals,  a  Return  of  the  Tumor  may  be 
foon  expected  by  a  new  Supply  of  Water  -,  for 
preventing  which  it  is  advifeable,  i.  To  preferve 
the  Orifice  open,  that  the  Water  may  run  out 
as  faftas  it  collects,  and  by  thefe  Means  the  Sac 
will  be  at  Liberty  to  contract  itfelf,  fo  as  at  laft  to 

pitate  was  put  into  the  Sac,  and  Cauftic  was  applied  to  the 
external  Wound,  till  all  the  Hardnefs  was  carried  off,  and 
a  good  Suppuration  came  on,  when  granulating  Flefh  ari- 
sing the  Wound  foon  healed,  and  the  Patient  recovered, 
and  has  been  fince,  for  feveral  Years,  without  the  leaft 
Symptom  of  a  Hydrocele.  Medical  EJ/ays,  Vol.  v.  Art.  22. 
— Another  Hydrocele  of  the  fame  Kind  was  cured  by  ex- 
citing an  Inflammation  by  Means  of  a  Pipe  introduced  into 
the  Sac  at  an  Orifice  made  with  a  Lancet.  Ibid.  Fourth 
Edition,  P.  254. — Schenkius  cured  a  long  watery  Tumor 
that  hung  down  from  a  Girl's  Throat  by  laying  it  open. 
Obf.  lib.  iii.  de  hydrope,  obf.  v. — A  Bronchocele  was  cured 
by  running  a  red-hot  Iron  into  it.  Zodiac,  med.  Gall,  ann* 
2.  Febr.  obf.  ii. 

leave 
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leave  no  Cavity  at  all  or  but  a  very  fmall  one  (q). 
• — 2.  To  injecT  forne  aft  ineent  Liquor  that 
may  contract  the  Orifices  of  the  exhalant  Ar- 
teries.-—3.  To  introduce  iome  hard  (r)  or  fti- 

mulating 

(q)  An  incyfted  Dropfy  of  the  Abdomen  was  cured  by 
making  an  Incifion  into  it,  and  keeping  the  Orifice  open 
for  almoft  two  Years,  in  which  Time  a  Turner  which 
gave  Rife  to  the  Difeafc  was  melted  down,  and  the  Cyft  quite 
filled  u...  Memoir.  deVacad,  de  chirw  gie,  voL  ii.  p.  442. — « 
Two  watery  Tumors  of  the  Face  cured  hy  keeping  the  Ori- 
fice of  each  open.  Medic.  EJfays^  vol.  v.  art,  30.  bift.  2. 
fcf  3. 

(r)  See  feveral  Examples  of  Hydroceles  cured  by  railing 
Inflammation,  in  Medical  EJ/ays,  vol.  v.  art.  22. — The 
following  Cafe  I  faw  myfelf :  A  young:  Gentleman  having 
the  Sac  of  an  Hydrocele,  where  the  Water  was  collected 
between  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  and  Tefticle,  laid  open  by 
Incifion,  the  Wound  feemed  to  heal  very  favourably,  and 
was  quire  cicatrifed  in  a  FortmgHc's  Time,  except  a  little 
Hole  through  which  the  Gentleman  obferved  that  fome 
Water  continued  to  ouze  out,  and  putting  a  Probe  into  it, 
fee  found  that  there  was  likely  to  be  a  new  Collection  of 

R  Water 
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mulating  Subftance  into  the  Cyft,  whereby  aH 
Inflammation  may  be  raifed,  a  Suppuration  en- 
fue,  and  the  Growth  of  Flefh  be  promoted, 
either  to  fill  up  the  Cavity,  or  to  make  its 
Sides  grow  together. 

«r.  Some  Writers  have  propofed  to  put  a  Se- 
ton  through  the  Sac,  that  the  Water  may  run 
off  continually  through  the  Orifices  (s)  -x  but 
the  Event  of  this  Method  is  very  uncertain. 

Another 

Water  formed ;  upon  which,  without  confulting  any 
Perfon,  he  put  a  fmall  Tent  made  of  a  twifted  Waxed 
Thread  into  this  Orifice,  to  prevent  its  (hutting  up  en- 
tirely, and  went  immediately  to  Bed  ;  having  ilept  fome 
Hours  he  awaked  with  a  very  fharp  Pain  and  Inflamma- 
tion in  the  Tefticle,  which  brought  on  a  fmart  Fever  that 
required  very  plentiful  bleeding  before  it  could  be  removed. 
This,  however,  was  fucceeded  by  a  mild  Suppuration,  and 
a  complete  Cure  was  made,  the  Cavity  foon  filling  up  and 
healing  firmly. 

(s)  We  mentioned   formerly   two  Examples  where  this 
Method  was  unfuccefsfully  put  in  Practice  to  draw  off  the 

Water 
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€.  Another  Method  recommended  in  former 
t>ays,  was  to  burft  the  Cyft  with  the  Stroke 
of  a  Mallet  -,  but  this  cannot  be  done  except 
when  the  Hydatide  is  fupported  by  a  firm 
Bone;  and  at  any  Rate  fuch  an  Operation 
bruifes  the  Parts  too  much>  for  which  Reafons 
it  is  now  laid  afide  (/). 

165. If  byanyofthefe  Operations  thePfeflure 
made  on  the  furrounding  Parts  by  Hydatides 
be  fuddenly  taken  away,  and  any  of  the  bad 
Confequences  mentioned  in  Sedt.  48.  are  likely 
to  enfue,  we  muft  endeavour  to  prevent  therh 
by  the  Methods  propofed  in  Se<S.  49. 

Water  in   the  Afcites,   from  Better's  Bxerck.  pracl.  circa 
pur  gantlet^  p.  289. 

(t)  A  Hydrocele  cured  by  a  Blow  on  the  Scrotum  againfi: 
the  Saddle.  Med.  EJfays,  vol.  v.  art.  22. — We  already 
mentioned  a'Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  being  cured  by  a  Bruife 
from  a  Fall.  Mijcel.  curio f.  a.  n.  c,  dec.  3.  an,  5  &  6.  obf, 
57- 

R  2  Bastarp 
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Bastard   Hydrophthalmia. 

i  66.  Water  collected  in  a  Sac  formed  at 
;  the  Fore  Part  of  the  Eye,  either  in  the  Tunica 
Adnata  (#),  or  Cornea  (w),  hinders  the  free 
Motion  of  the  Eye- lids,  and  intercepts  the 
Entry  of  Light  into  the  Eye  :  but  a  Collec- 
tion of  Water  placed  between  the  Orbit  and 
the  Eye  thrufls  the  Eye  forwards,  and  either 
weakens  the  Sight,  or  deprives  the  Perfon  of 
it  altogether. 

167.  The  two  former  are  fo  manifefl  that 
every  one  muft  know  them  at  firit  Sight  3  and 

(u)  See  an  Example  of  this  in  Mif.  cur.  a.  n.  c.  dec.  3. 
ann.  3  obj  3. 

(w)  Botrhaave  gives  a  Cafe  of  fuch  Hydatides  on  the 
poriiea^  which  he  cured  by  Pun&ure.  Pralecl.  in  injllt. 
mid.  edit*  ah  Hatter,  comment,  in  feci,  307.  in/lit. 

the 
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the  latter  is  eaiily  diftinguifhed  from  the  true 
Hydrophthaimia,  in  which  the  Globe,  of  the 
Eye  is  diftended  with  Water;  but  the  Marks 
of  an  Hydatide  mull:  be  attended  to,  in  order 
to  judge  that  it  is  not  fome  other  Kind  of  in- 
cyfted  Tumor. 

168.  The  Hydatides  of  the  Adnata  and 
Cornea  are  generally  cured  by  a  Puncture  or 
Incifion  made  into  them,  and  by  bracing  the 
Parts  afterwards  with  fome  of  the  gentle 
aftringent  or  ftrengthening  Medicines  (#) ; 
though  thofe  of  the  Cornea  often  leave  a  Dim- 
nefs  of  Sight. 

169.  Cyfts 

(a-)R.  Puh.  facchar.faturn.  fal.  ammon.fMgul.gr.  vi.  aq. 
rofar.  Jimp.  unc.  xii.  m.  fiat  collyrium. — vel  R.  Puh.  tut. 
ppt  dracb.  i.  vitriol,  alb.  gr.  vn.fp.  vin.  Gallic,  drach.  ii.  aq. 
rofar.  unc.  vi.  fyrup.  facchar.  unc.fs.  m.  pro  collyrio. — velK. 
Camphor .  Jcrup .  i.folve  in  tantillo  ol.  oliv.  &  adde  unguent,  tu* 
iia,  drach.  ii.  fiat  linimentum  palpebris  ajfricandum. — vel  R. 
Flor.  rofar*  rub.  drach.  vi.  coque  ex  vin.  rubr.  Gallic,  unc.  x. 
£  3  tti 
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169.  Cyfts  behind  the  Orbit  are  to  be 
treated  as  directed  in  Sect  164  ;  regard  being 
always  had  to  the  tender  and  neceffary  Organ 
the  Eye,  near  to  which  they  are  lituated. 

Of   the    Ranula,    or   Watery   Tumor 
under  the  Tongue. 

170.  Practitioners  have  given  the  Name 
of  Ranula  to  watery  Turners  under  the  Tongue 
(y) :  whether  this  Sort  of  Tumor  be  ow- 
ing to  a  Diftention  of  the  Dud  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  gland  j  or  be  a  Sac  formed  in  the 
cellular  Subftance  by  the  Spittle  efcaping  from 
an  Opening  of  that  Dud,  or  fome  of  its  fmall 
Branches  3    or  an  Hydatide  from   any  other 

Caufe, 

adunc.  vh  ctlaturts  adds  acet.  cpi.fpt.  vin.  Gallic,  ana  drach* 
ii.  m.  uteiur  profotu. 

(y)  See  fuch   Tumors  defcribed   under  the  Names  of 
&g.t}&x°*9  &ana5  Ranula,  and  Ranunculus,  in  Albiicafisy 

Rhajh% 
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Caufe,  I  cannot  determine  from  the  Cafes 
I  have  feen,  or  the  Hiftories  of  this  Difeafe 
that  are  related  by  Authors  5  none  of  them 
having  been  diffeded  in  any  Perfon  who  died 
with  it  upon  them  (z). 

171.  The  ftretching  of  the  Parts  under  the 

Tongue  makes  fuch  Patients  uneafy,  caufes  a 

more  than  ordinary  Flow   of  Spittle   into  the 

Mouth,  and  renders  Deglutition  difficult.  The 

Softnefsand  fenfible  Flu&uaiion  fhew  a  Liquor 

j. 

to  be  contained,  and  the  Want  of  previous 
Inflammation  prevents  its  being  miftaken  for  a 
Colle&ion  of  Pus. 

RhaftSy  Dodeneusy  and  others.— From  the  Nature  of  the 
Liquor  found  in  fuch  Tumors  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  as  dropfical  Diforders,  how- 
ever they  have  the  fame  Appearances,  and  require  nearly 
the  fame  Treatment  as  Hydatides. 

(z)  Calculous  Concretions  are  often  difcharged  when 
fuch  Tumors  are  opened  ;  Authors  relate  many  fuch  Cafes, 
and  my  Brother  has  feveral  Stones  which  were  lodged  in 
fuch  Sacs. 

R  4  172,  If 
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172.  If  the  Tumor  is  (mail,  the  Difcuffion  of 
it  may  be  attempted  by  Purgatives  (a),  and  the 
Application  of  ftimulant  and  aftringent  Medi- 
cines (b). 

(a)  In   the  French  Tranflation  of  this  EJfay  there  is  one 
Quotation  from  the  Mem.  de  P  Academ.  de  chirurg.  torn.  iii. 
f.  464.  where  Monf.  Louis  is  faid  to  affirm  that  this   Dif- 
eafe  always  takes  its  Rife  from  an  Obliteration  of  the  Exr 
cretory  Duct  of  fome  of  the  falivary  Glands,  and  that  it 
is  only  to  be  cured  by  keeping  open  after  the  Operation,  a 
fmall    Mulous  Hole  for  the  Excretion  of  Spittle  into  the 
Mouth. — And  another  Quotation  from  the  journal  de  Me- 
dic,   for  March    17595   where  Monf.  Soullier  alledges  that 
fuch  Tumors  are  more  certainly  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  re- 
peated Hydragogue  Purges,  than  by  any  Operation ;  he 
adds  that  he  has  cured  nine  Perfons  in  this  Way.     I  do 
not  know  that  any  other  Practitioner  hss  tried  this  Method 
of  Cure. 

[b)  R.  Cart,  granat.  herb,  hyjfop.fal  marin.fingul.  drach.  ii„ 
mfce,  fat  pulvis  tumori  applicandus. — vel  R.  Flor.  Balaujl, 
alumin.  Jingul,  unc.  fs.  coque  ex  aq.fontan,  lib.  i.  fs.  ad  lib,  i. 
colaiura  pro  lotione  uteiur.  Forreitus  fays  he  has  cured 
feyeral  with  fuch  Medicines,  lib,  14.  obf,  29. 

17  2-  But 
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1^3.  But  for  the  moft  Part  it  muft  be  o- 
pened  to  le*-  out  the  watery  or  vm  id  Liquor 
(c)y  in  doine  which  Care  muft  he  taken  not  to 
w  >and  t  e  Wffeis  ficuated  below  the  Tongue; 
*—  A  ter  the  Aperture  is  made  a  Finger  fhould 
be  p'  cff.d  along  the  Courie  of  the  fub-maxillary 
1'udt,  to  thruft  out  any  Subftance  which  may 
jhave  flopped  the  Spittle  in  it  5   and  the  Sac  is 

(c^  I  have  fe^n  three  fuch  Cafes  which  were  cured  by 
th?  Operation  Van  Sweiten  was  called  to  fee  a  Woman 
in  Rotterdam,  v.  10,  about  nine  Weeks  before,  had  acci- 
dentally bit  iei  Tongue  ;  a  Tumor  began  foon  after  to 
appear  below  it>  between  its  Root  and  the  Dentes  Incifo- 
res,  and  increafed  to  uch  a  Bulk  as  almoft  to  fill  her 
Mouth,  and  prevent  Deglutition.  Both  external  and  in- 
ternal  Medicines  had  been  tried  without  giving  any  Relief. 
He  immediately  caufed  the  Tumor  to  be  opened,  which 
difcharged  a  great  Quantity  of  a  pellucid  tough  Liquor,  and 
he  ordered  her  to  keep  an  aftringent  Fomentation  in  her 
Mouth  for  fome  Days,  which  completed  a  Cure  in  a  fhort 
Time.  Comment,  in  fe '61,  796.  vol  ii.  p.  641.  My  Father 
met  with  two  fuch  Cafes  ;  and  Dr.  G.  Monro  cured  ano- 
ther much  in  the  fame  Way,  but  they  could  not  determine 
/either  the  Seat  or  the  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe. 

afterwards. 
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afterwards  to  be  waflied  with  mild  Detergents 
and  Aftringents  (d)y  taking  Care  to  keep  the 
Orifice  of  the  Incifion  open,  by  putting  a  Probe, 
or  fome  fuch  Subftance,  frequently  into  it. 

Incysted  Dropsies  of  the  Breast. 


174.  Watery  Tumors  in  the  Cavity  of  the 
Breaft,  whether  formed  by  the  Pleura  thruft 
inwards  (e)>  or  by  Hydatides  attached  to  any 

of 

(d)  R.  Spirit,  vini  Gallici  unc.  i.  aq.  calcis  unc,  iv.  mel.  rofar, 
fefcunc.  mifce. — vel  R.   Alumin,  fcrup.  i.  folve  in  aq.  rofar. 

unc.  \\i.fyr.  tolut.  unc.  i. 

(e)  \*  The  following  Account  was  wrote  to  a  Phyfi- 
cian  in  Town,  from  the  Surgeon  who  attended  the  Pa- 
tient.    Your  Acquaintance  Mr.  — ,  after  neglecting 

a  Cold,  was  attacked  with  an  afthmatic  Complaint,  at- 
tended with  the  Symptoms  of  a  Hydrops  Pectoris,  of  which 
he  died.  His  Body  was  opened.  The  abdominal  Vif- 
cera  feemed  to  be  found,  but  the  Lungs  of  the  right  Side 
had  the  Appearance  of  a  folid  Mafs,  and  adhered  to  the 
Pleura  every  where  round  a  Sac  which  contained  a  Quart 
of  Water,  and  feemed  to  be  fituated  betwixt  them  and  the 

Pleura. 

Upon, 
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bf  the  Vifcera  (f),  or  in  their  Subftance  (g), 
may  be  called  Incyfted  Dropfies  of  the 
Breaft. 

175.  Such 

Upon  opening  the  Body  of  one  who  died  of  the  Dropfy, 
a  large  Collection  of  green- coloured  Water  was  found  be- 
tween the  Pleura,  and  the  Intercoffal  Mufcles  and  Ribs  ; 
the  Water  had  diftended  the  Pleura  into  fuch  a  large  Cyft 
that  it  filled  almoft  the  whole  Cavity  of  the  Breaft.  The 
Pericardium  was  like  wife  full  of  Water.  Haller.  Opufcul, 
PathoL  obf  12. 

(f)  Rolfinkius  fays  he  has  feen  Hydatides  in  the  Mem- 
branes of  the  Hearts  of  People  who  had  been  fubject  to 
Palpitations.     Bonet  Sepulch.  AnaU  lib.  ii.  fe£i.  8.  obf.  6. 

(  g  )  One  of  the  Invalids  at  Paris  was  taken  with  a  flow 
Fever,  and  fuch  a  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  that  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fleep  in  an  erecl  Pofture,  his  Hands  and  Feet 
fweiied,  and  he  made  but  a  final!  Quantity  of  Urine,  which 
had  a  lateritious  Sediment.  No  Noife  of  fluctuating  Li- 
quors could  be  heard  when  he  breathed.  After  lingering 
for  three  Years  he  died  j  and  when  his  Body  was  opened, 
there  was  no  Water  in  the  Cavitj  of  the  Thorax,  but  a  Cyft 
full  of  Water  in  each  Side  of  the  Lungs;  the  largeft 
was  about  fix  Inches  long  and  four  broad,  and  the  other 
shout  five  long  and  three  broad  :  There  was  likewife  an 

h7. 
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175,  Such  Cyfts  have  no  Pathognomic 
Symptoms  by  which  they  may  be  diftinguiflied 
from  other  Tumors  and  Difeafes  of  the  Cheft ; 
for  the  laborious  Breathing,  and  anafarcous 
Swellings  brought  on  by  their  compreffing  the 
Lungs  and  Blood  Veffels,  may  be  occafioned 
by  a  Variety  of  other  Diforders. 

176.  If  fuch  Tumors  are  any  how  difcovered, 
then 

a.  Where  the  Water  is  colle&ed  between 
the  Pleura  and  Intercoftal  Mufcles  and  Ribs, 
an  Aperture  ought  to  be  made  between  the 


Hydatide  about  three  Inches  long  on  the  Surface  of  the 
Liver.  Memoir*  de  I' Acad,  des  Sciences,  1 732,  par  Mr.  Ma- 
loet, — A  Burgundian  Gentleman  laboured  for  feveral  Years 
under  an  Orthopnea  and  he£Uc  Fever,  of  which  he  died. 
When  his  Body  was  opened,  there  was  Water  collected  in 
one  Side  of  the  Thorax,  and  the  Lungs  were  filled  with 
Hydatides,  which  contained  a  tough  pellucid  Liquor  re- 
fembling  the  White  of  an  Egg.  Bonet.  Sepulch.  Anat.  lib.  \u 
fttt.  1.    obf.  36.  — « See  fuch  another  Cafe,  ibid.  feci.  2, 

Ribs 
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Hibs  where  the  Cyft  is  fituated,  and  the  Water 
let  out  at  different  Times  if  it  is  in  large  Quan- 
tity, and  to  be  treated  as  directed  under  Sedt 

164; 

b.  Concerning  Veficles  formed  in  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Lungs  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
Laughing,  Coughing,  Sneezing,  or  Vomiting 
may  burft  them  5  in  which  Cafe  the  Water 
flowing  out  of  them,  may  be  voided  into  the 
Bronchi  and  be  coughed  up  (b)3  or  may  run  in- 
to 

(h)  The  Baron  Van  Sweitm,  in  his  Commentaries  on 
Boerhaaves  Aphorijm^  feft.  1220,  quotes  two  Cafes  from 
Torgioni  Tozzetti  of  incyfted  watery  Tumors  of  the  Lungs 
burning,  and  the  Water  being  evacuated  by  coughing. 
The  firft  was  a  Noblemen  fixty  Years  of  Age,  who,  after 
being  afflided  with  afthmatic  Complaints,  found,  one  Day, 
as  if  fomething  had  burft  in  his  Breaft,  and  immediately 
fpit  up  four  Pints  of  a  Liquor  refembling  the  White 
of  an  Egg,  which  relieved  his  Afthma.  He  relapfed, 
and  had  the  fame  Accident  happen  to  him  in  fome 
Time  after,  but  without  finding  any  Relief,  and  he  died. 
*— The  other  was  a  young  Man,  who,  after  being  afflicted 
with  a  Weight  and  Anxiety  in  his  Breaft  for  eight  Days, 

felt 
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to  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax,  from  which  ft 
may  be  difcharged  by  making  an  Aperture  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax,  in  the  Method 
propofed    when    we    treated   of  the    Dropfy 

of  the  Breaft. If  a  large  Cyft  is  fuddenly 

burft  into  the  Bronchi,  the  Patient  may  be 
fuffocated  before  he  can  cough  up  all  the  Wa- 
ter, 

Dropsy  of  the  Mediastinum. 

177.  Water  in  the  Mediaftinum  caufes 
an  uneafy  Senfation  of  Weight  in  the  Mid- 
dle of  the  Breaft.  This  Weight  commonly 
changes  Place  according  to  the  Situation 
©f  the  Body  $  it  is  felt  near  to  the  Diaphragm 
in  the  erect  Poflure;  it  is  towards  the 
Spine  when  the  Patient  lies  on  his  Back  -,  it 

felt  as  if  fomething  had  burft  in  his  Lungs,  and  in  h(s  than. 
an  Hour  fpit  up  four  Pints  of  a  clear  vifcid  Liquor,  and  re- 
covered*    Prima  Rkcolta  di  OJ/ervaz.  Medic,  />-  83. 

oppreffes 
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opprefles  the  fore  Part  of  the  Breaft  when  he 
is  prone ;  it  reclines  to  the  Side  on  which  he 
fefts. — As  the  Oefeophagus,  Trachea,  and 
Pericardium  are  placed  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Cellular  Subftance,  in  which  the  Water  is  con- 
tained, the  Aftion  of  thefe  Organs  mud  be 
affedted  by  this  Difeafe  (/). 

178.  This  Species  of  the  Dropfy  can  fcarce 
l>e  diftinguifhed  from  feveral  other  Difeafes  of 

(i)  Mead  fays  he  has  feen  Water  collected  in  the  Me- 
jiiaftinum.  Mori.  Med.  cap.  viii. — A  Woman,  upon  catch- 
ing Cold,  was  feized  fuddenly  with  a  Dyfpnea,  Weight, 
and  Pain  of  the  Breft,  and  a  Cough,  by  which  (he  fpit  up 
a  Phlegm  tinged  with  Blood  :  Thefe  Symptoms  were  at 
iirft  relieved  by  Bleeding,  and  other  Remedies,  but  on  the 
iwenty-firft  Day  after  fhe  died  fuddenly.  Her  Body  was 
opened,  and  the  Mediaftinum  found  full  of  a  bloody-co- 
loured Serum,  which  by  its  PrefTure  on  the  Trachea  and 
Lungs  feemed  to  have  been  the  Caufe  of  the  Patient's 
Death.  The  Lungs  were  fluffed  with  a  Matter  like  Pus, 
and  the  left  Ovarium  was  about  the  Size  of  a  fmall  Egg, 
and  of  a  blackifh  Colour.  River.  Obf.  cent.  i.  obf  60. — 
See  another  Hiftory  of  the  Difeafe  in  Bonet.  Sepukhret.  A* 
natom.  lib*  11.  feci.  1.  obf.  26. 

the 


2£5 


OF   THE  DROPSY. 


the  Breaft,  except  by  the  Weight  changing 
Place  as  above  defcribed  ;  hut  as  it  always  at- 
tends the  univerfal  Anafarca  it  increafes  the 
Symptoms  thereof,  and  both  have  the  fame 
common  Remedies. 

179.  If  this  Di(eafe  be  known,  and  does 
not  yield  to  ftrengthening  Medicines  and  the 
Evacuations  propofed  in  the  former  Part  of 
this  Treatife,  there  is  no  other  Way  of  drain- 
ing off  the  Water  than  by  opening  the  Sternum 
with  a  Trepan,  which  is  too  dangerous  an  Ope- 
ration to  be  undertaken  in  a  Difeafe  of  whofe 
Exiftence  we  can  have  fo  little  Certainty. 


Hydropic    Cysts  between  the  containing 
Parts  of  the  Abdomen. 

180.  Theincyfted  Dropfy  between  the  Ten- 
dons of  the  oblique  and  tranfverfe  Mufcles  of 
the  Abdomen,  or  between  thefe  and  the  Peri- 
toneum 
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toneum  (k),   has  the  Appearance   of  common 
Hydatides  (/). 

181.   The 

(k)  Authors  mention  Collections  of  Water  between  the 
Coats  of  the  Peritoneum  ;  but  it  is  a  fingle  Membrane, 
and  therefore  no  Water  can  be  collected  in  its  Subftance. 
The  Reafon  why  Authors  talk  in  this  Way  is,  that  the 
firm  cellular  Membrane  on  its  Outfide  is  commonly,  tho9 
improperly  called  its  outer  Coat,  and  it  is  in  this  cellular 
Membrane  that  fuch  Collections  of  Water  are  formed. 

(/)  The  Wife  of  one  Ftinchhis,  a  Painter,  becoming  ir- 
regular in  her  menftrual  Difcharge,  her  Belly  began  to 
fwell,  and  increafed  to  an  immenfe  Size,  and  continued 
Co  for  feven  Years,  without  any  other  Inconven:ence  to  the 
Woman  than  what  was  occafioned  by  the  Weight  of  the 
Water.     When  {he  died  and  her  Body  was  opened,  there 
were  110  lb.  of  Water  between  the  Folds  of  the  Perito- 
neum, which  were  each  of  them  as  thick  as  one's  little 
Finger.     Upon  opening  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen  the 
Inteftines  were  found  in  a  found  Condition,  but  the  left 
Kidney  feemed  bigger  than  ordinary,  and  the  Fallopian 
Tubes  were  fwelled  and  imperforated.     Tulpii  olferv.  lib.  '4,- 
chf.   44. — See  a  like  Cafe  in  Nuck's  Adenography  Curiof. 
pt  290.— See  Hiftories  of  Cyfts  on  the  Outfide  of  the  Peri- 
S  toneu^ 
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181.  The  Cure  is  to  be  attempted  by  the  fame 
Means,    and    the    Medicines   recommended 

in 


toneum  in  Phtlof.  Tranf.  No.  106  and  207 — in  Mem.de  Ya- 
cad.  des  fcienas  1707,    and  in  other  Colleclions. — A   great 
Quantity  of  Wattr  mixed  with  Hy<3atides  was  colle&ed 
between  the  Peritoneum  and  tranfverfeMufcles,  about  feven 
or  eight  lb.  of  thick  vifcid  Liquor  between  the  Duplicatures 
of  the  Peritoneum  •,  and  there  was  Water  alfo  in  the  Cavi- 
ty of  the  Abdomen ;  for,  fays  he,  this  is  an  example  where 
all  the  three  different  Sorts  of  Afcites  were  complicated, 
Mead.  monk.  med.  cap.  viii.— Dr.  Camper,  ProfeiTor  of  Ana- 
tomy at  Franequar^  told  me  that  he  once  faw  a  great  Quan- 
tity of  Water  collected  in  the  tendinous  Sheaths  of  the  re&i 
Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen,  which  were  divided  into  fo  many 
Cavities  by  the  tendinous  Interfeclions  of  thofe  Mufcles. — ■ 
In  a  Woman  who  died  when  fix  Months  gone  with  Child, 
and  who  had  complained  of  great  Anxiety  about  her  Pre- 
cordia,  and  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  the  Peritoneum  cover- 
ing the  lower  Part  of  the  Diaphragm  was  diftended  into  a 
Sac  of  a  furprifing  Largenefs,  in  which   were  more  than 
200  loofe  Hydatides  of  different  Sizes,  fwimming  in    a 
{linking  purulent  Liquor.     Jft.phyf.  med.  a.  n.  c.  vol.  viii. 
Gbf.  iii. — See  an  Account  of  a  Dropfy  between  the  Dupli- 
catures of  the  Peritoneum  which  had  been  of  44  Years 

ftand- 
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in  the  common  Afcites  are  to  be  given  ; 
but  the  Methods  propofed  under  p  and  y, 
of  Sedt.  164.  are  moft  to  be  depended  upon. 
If  only  a  fmall  Puncture  is  made,  or  a  Pipe 
is  introduced,  by  which  the  grofs  Co:  tents  of 
a  Cyft  cannot  pafs,  the  Orifice  ought  to  be  en- 
larged. 

Incysted  Dropsies  of  the  Belly. 

182.  Hydropic  Tumors  that  projedl  into  the 
Cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  whether  formed  by 
the  Peritoneum  thruft  inwards,  or  by  Sacs 
attached  to  or  in  the  -Subftance  of  any  of  the 
pendulous  Vifcera  (ni),  have  the  Name  oiHy- 

drops 

Handing,  where  Saline  Chryftals  refembling  Nitre,  fome 
as  big  as  fmall  Hempfeeds,  others  fmaller,  were  found  a- 
rnong  the  hydropic  Water.  London  medical  Obfervat.  and 
Inquiries ,  vol.  up.  7. 

(m)  Sennertus  quotes  a  Cafe  from  Cord&us,  where  Hyda- 
S  2  tides 
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drops  Afcites  Claufus,  or    incyfted  Dropfy  of 
the  Belly. 

183.  When 

tides  full  of  a  Citron-coloured  Water,  were  found  in  every 
Cavity  of  the  Body  ;  not  only  in  the  Abdomen  and  Tho- 
rax, but  in  the  Uterus,  Bladder,  Kidnies,  Pericardium, 
I^iver,  Spleen,  &c.  In  fhort,  fays  he,  if  the  Hydatides 
had  been  numbered,  there  would  have  been  above  eight 
hundred.  Lib.  iii. p.  6.  cap.  iii.  fe&i.—Ruyfch,  opened  the 
Body  of  an  elderly  Maid  whofe  Belly  was  much  (welled, 
and  full  of  Hydatides  of  different  Sizes,  fome  as  big  as. 
one's  Fift,  and  others  no  larger  than  a  Hazel  Nut ;  thefc 
Hydatides  were  filled  with  a  vifcid  glutinous  Subftance. 
Obf.  anat.  cbirurg.  obf.  46. — Bianchi  mentions  the  Defec- 
tion of  a  Man's  Body,  where  all  the  abdominal  Vifcera,  the 
Liver,  Spleen,  Mefentery,  Pancreas, Kidnies, Inteftines,  &c« 
were  befet  with  numerous  Hydatides  which  rofe  very  thick 
one  above  another  for  four  or  five  different  Strata.  Hjft. 
Hepat.  torn.  i.  part  2.  cap  Yii.fefl.  it.  p.  139. — Ruyfch  found  a 
large  B*g  filled  with  Hydatides  placed  above  the  Stomach, 
in  the  b'ouy  o;  a  Woman  who  died  of  afthmaticComplaints  : 
while  Cae  lived  iLe  had  a  very  difficult  Refpiration,  a  con~ 
ftant  Fever,   and  often  a  Pain  in  her  Siomach.     Obf.  anat. 

cbirurg*  obf.  27. Blancard  gives  an    Account  of  the 

pifTe&icn  of  a  Woman  whole  Stomach  was  greatly  dif- 

tehdeda 
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183.  When  they  are  not  very  large  they 
feel  like  deep  feated  Hydatides,  but  when  they 

have 

tended,  and  had  numerous  Hydatides  in  its  internal  Mem- 
brane, with  a  Cyft  full  of  Water  depending  from  the  in- 
ner Surface  of  the  Pylorus;  Prax.  Med.  p.  3.  cap.  vii.-— 
An  old  Woman  about  fixty,  was  taken  with  a  violent 
Pain  in  her  Belly,  which  began  to  fwell,  and  increafed 
gradually  for  two  Years.  When  fhe  died,  and  her  Body 
Was  opened  :  The  Heart  was  of  a  great  Size,  and  had  si 
large  Polypus  in  one  of  its  Ventricles ;  the  Lungs  adhered 
every  where  to  the  Pleura  >  in  the  Abdomen  was  found  a 
large  Cyft  which  filled  its  whole  Cavity,  and  contained 
about  17  lb.  of  a  yellowifh  Serum  :  This  Sac  feemed  to 
divide  the  Omentum  into  two  j  it  had  Ligaments  and  Blood 
VefTels,  and  its  lower  Part  adhered  to  the  Sphincter  of  the 
Bladder.  Ephemer.  German.  1742,  obf  94.— An  ignorant 
Surgeon  intending  to  perform  the  Operation  of  the  Empy- 
ema, for  a  fuppofed  Collection  of  Matter  in  the  Thorax, 
perforated  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen  in  the  right  Hy- 
pochondrium  ;  a  Number  of  Hydatides  came  out  at  the 
Wound,  and  the  Woman  died  foon  after.  When  Ruyfcb 
and  he  opened  the  Body,  there  was  nothing  preternatural 
to  be  obferved  in  the  Thorax,  but  upon  looking  into  the 
Abdomen,  the  Liver  was  every  where  grown  to  the  Peri- 

toneum^ 
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have  once  increafed  fo  much  in  Size  as  to  fill 
the  whole  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen  it  is  fome- 

times 

toneum,  and  its  whole  Subftance  compofed  of  Hydatides  ; 
Ruyfch.  obj.  anat.  chirurg.  obf.  65. — In  the  great  Lobe  of  the 
Liver  Littre  found  a  large  Cavity,  in  which  there  was  a 
Number  of  oval  Bodies  that  contained  a  vifcous  pellucid 
Liquor.  Hi/},  de  Vacad.  des  Sciences,  1 704. — 'Morand found 
in  the  Body  of  one  of  the  Invalids  at  Paris  two  Bags  full 
of  Hydatides,  which  almoft  filled  the  whole  Pelvis ;  one  was 
about  eight  Inches  long  and  as  many  broad,  and  adhered 
to  the  Bladder  of  Urine  ;  the  other  was  lefs,  and  adhered 
to  its  Neck.  Mem.  de  Vacad.  des  Sciences,  1722.—  A  Wo- 
man, aged  forty-four,  fometime  after  fhe  was  married 
imagined  herfelf  with  Child  ;  her  Belly  fwelled  gradually : 
after  fome  Months  her  Breads  grew  full,  and  fhe  could 
fqueeze  a  whitifh  Liquor  from  them,  which  confirmed  her 
in  the  Opinion  of  her  being  pregnant.  After  nine  Months 
were  elapfed,  having  no  Signs  of  Labour,  fhe  was  fenfible 
of  her  Miftake,  and  began  to  take  Medicines ;  but  to  no 
Purpofe,  for  (he  languifhed  two  Years  more  and  died.  Up- 
on opening  her  Belly  to  fee  what  her  Difeafe  was,  Mr. 
Turner  found  about  two  Gallons  of  Water  inclofed  in  a 
tranfparent  Membrane  adhering  to  the  Womb,  which  upon 

Exam  in  a- 
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times  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the 
common  Afcites. 


1 84.  In  fuch  Cafes  they  are  only  to  be  dis- 
covered by  a  particular  Hiftory  or  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  Diforder,  and  a  careful  Examina- 
tion of  the  prefent  Symptoms.  In  tliefe  Hy- 
datides  the  Swelling  is  at  firft  confined  to  a 
particular  Part,  where  the  Patient  generally 
feels  an  obtufe  Pain  and  Tenfion. — Tne  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  Diforder  is  more  flow  than  in  the 
Afcites,  and  the  Swelling  extends  itfelf  more 
outwardly. — And  the  Belly  changes  its  Fi- 
gure lefs  in  the  different  Movements  of  the 
Body  where  they  are  fixed ;  but  when  the 
Hydatides  are  moveable  or  attached  to  any 

Examination  proved  to  be  its  outer  Coat.  Philofoph.  Tranf. 
No.  207. — See  in  the  Epbemer.  German,  a  Cafe  where  a  Sac 
adhering  to  the  Womb  contained  112  German  Meafures  of 
Water.  Ann.  1742,  obf.  94. — Another  had  SB  Meafures; 
Mif.  cur.  a,  n.  c.  ann.  8.  obf.  23. 

S  4  of 
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of  the  pendulous  Vifcera,  they  fometimes  feem 
to  fall  from  one  Side  of  the  Belly  to  the  other, 
when  the  Patient  turns  in  Bed. — The  Refpi- 
ration  is  not  commonly  fo  much  affected  in 
walking  and  going  up  Stairs  as  in  the  Afcites  % 
the  Appetite  continues  better,  the  Thirft  is 
lefs ;  the  Face  and  reft  of  the  Body  are  not  fo 
much  emaciated ;  and  the  Urine  bears  a  greater 
Proportion  to  the  Drink,  and  the  Legs  do  not 
become  oedematous  till  the  Tumor  is  very 
large. 

In  Women  the  menftrual  Discharge  conti- 
nues more  regular  than  in  the  Afcites ;  and 
they  fometimes  have  Children  in  the  Courfe 
©f  the  Diforder. 


185.  When  the  Peritoneum  is  the  Part 
diftended,  the  Tumor  is  always  immoveable, 
whereas  the  hydropic  Cyfts  that  proceed  from 
the  pendulous  Vifcera  fall  downwards  a  little 

at 
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at  firft:  when  the  Patient  changes  his  Pofture, 
but  afterwards  they  either  grow  fo  large,  or  ad- 
here fo  to  the  Peritoneum,  as  no  longer  to 
fhift  their  Place. — Sacs  in  the  Subftance  of  the 
Liver  (n)  or  Spleen  are  not  eafily  diftinguifhed : 

numerous 

(«)  Some  Years  ago  a  Gentleman  26  Years  of  Age,  was 
attacked  with  an  Inflammation  of  his  Bowels,  which  was 
refolved  by  Bleeding,  Purging,  and  other  cooling  Medi- 
cines. About  fix  Weeks  after  he  contracted  a  Cough, 
Which  he  neglected,  till  it  became  very  troublefome,  and 
i?e  had  the  Night  Sweats,  and  all  the  Symptoms  of  a  con- 
firmed Phthifis  Pulmonalis ;  he  then  ufed  variety  of  Medi- 
cines and  different  Regimens,  but  without  receiving  any 
Benefit;  and  he  died  in  about  fix  Months  after  he  was 
firft  attacked  with  the  Cough.— -For  fome  Time  be- 
fore his  Death  he  could  not  lie  on  his  left  Side ; 
whenever  he  attempted  it  he  was  feized  with  a  vio- 
lent Fit  of  Coughing  and  Vomiting ;  which  made  us 
fufpecl:  that  a  large  Abfcefs  had  formed  in  the  Right  Side 
of  the  Lungs  immediately  above  the  Diaphragm.  After  his 
Death,  his  Body  was  opened  ;  the  Lungs  were  full  of  little 
Tubercles,  many  of  which  had  come  to  Suppuration,  but 
$her§  was  no  where  any  large  Abfcefs  in  either  Side  of  the 

Thorax, 


z66        OF   THE   DROPSY. 

numerous  fmall  Hydatides  difperfed  through 
the  Abdomen  are  difcovered  with  Difficulty, 
being  fcarce  to  be  diflinguifhed  from  Steatoms 
or  fuch  other  Tumors,  as  the  Fluctuation  of 
Liquors  in  them  is  wholly  imperceptible  thro* 
the  Teguments  and  Mufcles. 

1 86.  Under  this  Head  of  th.e  A/cites  Clau- 


Thorax,  nor  were  the  Lungs  wafted  or  adhered  much  to 
the  Pleura.  The  Abdomen  was  then  opened  ;  the  Sur- 
geon on  cutting  acrofs  the  Integuments  immediately  below 
the  fhort  Ribs  of  the  right  Side  opened  a  Cyft  which  dis- 
charged a  large  Quantity  of  Water ;  upon  dilating  the  In- 
cifion  there  came  out  a  lpofe  oblong  Hydatide,  which  con- 
tained above  half  a  Pint  of  Liquor.  The  Water  which 
contained  this  Hydatide  had  been  collected  in  a  Sac  formed 
behind  the  Gall  Bladder,  between  the  Peritoneum  and 
Liver,  which  had  protruded  forwards  towards  the  Integu- 
ments. The  Sides  of  this  loofe  Hydatide  were  made  up 
of  a  Number  of  Lamellae  laid  one  above  another,  but 
feemed  to  have  no  Venels  nor  any  organic  Structure.  We 
did  not  obferve  any  of  the  other  abdominal  Vifcera  to  be 
difeafed, 

fus 
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fus  may  be  comprehended  the  Hydatides  in 
the  Ovarium,  which  are  particularly  defcribed 
by  Authors,  but  have  nothing  peculiar  to 
them  j  nor  is  it  worth  while  to  enter  into  a 
Difpute  whether  they  are  formed  in  the  Vefi- 
cles  commonly  called  Ova,  or  whether  they 
are  only  diftended  Cells  of  the  cellular  Sub- 
fiance  in  which  the  Ova  are  lodged  (0). 

♦ 
187.  The 

(0)  I  have  feen  feveral  Bodies  opened  of  Women  who 
died  of  what  were  called  Dropfies  of  the  Ovaria,  and  in 
all  of  them,  befides  the  larger  Veficles  which  formed  a 
great  Part  of  the  Tumor,  we  obferved  the  Ovarium  Fallo- 
pian Tube  and  neighbouring  Parts  to  be  fwclled,  in  a  (tea- 
tomatous  or  fchirrhous  State,  and  befet  with  fmailHydatides. 
—Dr.  Sam/on  gives  an  Account  of  the  DhTe&ion  of  a  Wo- 
man who  died  of  a  Dropfy  of  the  left  Ovarium  ;  there  was 
no  extravafated  Water  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  but  it 
was  filled  with  a  Number  of  Veficles  of  different  Sizes  full 
of  a  vifcous  Serum,  fome  fo  large  as  to  be  able  to  contain 
20  lb.  of  this  Liquor,  others  about  the  Size  of  a  Child's 
Head,  others  as  big  as  an  Orange,  and  others  not  larger 

than 
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187,  Thefe  incyfted  Dropfies  feldom  yield 
to   internal    Medicines,  and  while  the  Sacs 

re- 

than  Walnuts  ;  upon  examining  thefe  Veficles  they  ap- 
peared to  be  no  other  than  the  Ovula  of  the  Ovarium  dif- 
te'nded  to  that  moriftrou's  Size  ;  he  fays,  if  you  can  ima- 
gine about  forty  Bladders  of  different  Sizes  tied  together 
like  a  Reeve  of  Onions,  you  have  an  Idea  of  this  Ovari- 
um ;  the  whole  Veficles  contained  about  112  lb.  of  Se- 
rum. Philof.  Tratif.  No.  140.-— In  a  Woman,  who  died  of 
a  Dropfy,  the  left  Ovarium  was  fwelled  to  a  prodigious 
Size,  fo  as  to  weigh  thirty-feven  pounds ;  it  was  divided 
into  a  great  many  Cyfts  oddly  complicated  together ;  fome 
contained  a  clear  Water,  others  a  gelatinous  Liquor,  others 
a  Fluid  like  Cream,  others  like  Tallow.  In  fome  Parts  it 
had  a  glandular,  in  others,  a  flefhy  Appearance.  The  O- 
mentum  too  was  thickened  and  divided  into  Cyfts  thatcon- 
tained  different  Sorts  of  Fluids  fomething  in  the  fame 
Manner.  The  Weight  of  thefe  Subftances  prelfing  on  the 
fmall  Guts  had  brought  on  a  Gangrene,  of  which  the  Pa- 
tient died  in  two  Days.  Ridley  obf.  Med.  pracl.  cif  phyfioh 
obf.  33. — See  Diffecfions  of  hydropic  Ovana  in  Nuck  Ade- 
nograph.  cap.  8. — Philof.  Trarf  No.  466. — Bonet.  Sepulch. 
anat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  21. — In  the  Body  of  a  Woman  who 
died  of  a  Dropfy,  the  right  Ovarium  was  near  a  Foot  long* 

as 
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remain  rnoveable  they  fcarce  admit  of  any  chi- 
rurgical  Operation  ;  unlefs  we  were  to  open  the 
Abdomen  and  to  extirpate  them,  which  is  both 
too  dangerous  and  too  fevere  an  Operation  for 
the  little  Inconvenience  they  put  the  Patient  to 
at  that  Time. 

188.  When  they  adhere  to  the  Integuments* 
fcecqme  fixed,  and  point  outwardly,  they  may 
f  hen  be  opened  (J>)y  the  Water  let  out,  and  they 

treated 

$S  much  broad,  and  fix  Inches  thick  ;  it  was  compofed  of 
a  great  many  fmall  Bags  of  different  Sizes,  containing  a 
glairy  Matter  like  Mucilage  or  Honey,  and  there  was  on$ 
large  Bag  which  contained  near  fifty-two  Pounds  of  Wa- 
ter, which  appeared  to  be  only  the  external  Covering  of 
the  Ovarium,  or  elfe  one  of  the  Hydatides  diftended.  The 
Fallopian  Tube  was  lengthened  and  enlarged  in  its  Dia- 
meter. All  the  other  Vifcera  were  found,  except  the  Gall 
Bladder,  which  had  two  Concretions  in  it.  Medical  Effays^ 
vohy*  art.  73. 

{p)  Margaret  Millar,  after  Child -Birth,  was  feized  with 

a  violent 


270         OF   THE   DROPSY. 

treated  as   mentioned   in  Se<3.   164,   though 
we  cannot   for  the  mofl  Part,   even  in  fuch 

a  violent  Pain  in  her  left  Side,  and  her  Belly  began  to 
fwell  5  after  thirteen  Years  the  Tumor  was  grown  to  fuch 
a  monftrous  Size  that  it  engrolTed  the  whole  left  Side,  and 
feemed  to  point.  The  great  Uneafinefs  it  g?-.  fe  the  Pa- 
tient, joined  with  her  Refolution  and  Importunities,  made 
Dr.  Houfton  refolve  to  lay  the  Tumor  Open  5  having  there- 
fore made  an  Incifion  into  it  about  an  Inch  long,  and 
nothing  coming  away,  he  enlarged  the  Wound  two  or 
three  Inches  more,  and  then  at  firft  only  a  little  glutinous 
Subftance  came  out  of  the  Orifice,  till  putting  a  flrong 
Fir  Splinter,  with  fome  Lint  wrapt  round  the  end  of  it, 
into  the  Wound,  he  brought  away  upwards  of  two  Yards 
of  a  gelatinous  Subftance  about  ten  Inches  broad  ;  this 
was  followed  by  nine  full  Quarts  of  fuch  Matter  as  is  ob- 
ferved  in  fteatomatous  and  atheromatous  Tumors,  in  which 
there  was  a  Number  of  Hydatides  of  various  Sizes,  fome 
of  them  larger  than  an  Orange.  After  he  had  evacuated 
all  the  Liquor,  he  fewed  up  the  Wound,  and  by  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  proper  Dreffings  and  internal  ftrengthening  Me- 
dicines, the  Woman  recovered  her  Health  in  a  few  Weeks.1 
From  the  whole  Hiftory  of  the  Cafe  the  Doctor  thinks  it 
pretty  evident  that  it  was  the  Ovarium  which  was  affected. 
Pbilof.  Tranf.  No.  381./^.  3. 

Cafes, 
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Cafes,  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  Hopes  of  a 
Cure,  as  fuch  incyfted  Dropfies  often  take 
their  Rife  from  or  are  accompanied  with  ftea- 
tomatou1  or  fchirrous  Tumors  within  the  Abdo- 
men which  cannot  be  extirpated  wlihout  im- 
mediate Danger  of  the  Patient's  Life  (y). 

Hydrocele  in  the  Spermatic  Chord. 

189*  An  Hydatide  in  the  fpermatic  Chord, 
whether  it  be  formed  in  the  common  Way 
of  other   Hydatides    (r;>  ov  by   Part  of    the 

(g)  Mr.  Morand  fays  he  once  had  aPatient  with  the  Dropfy 
of  the  Ovarium,  from  whom  he  often  drew  thirty-fix  Eng- 
lijh  Pints  of  Water  at  a  Time ;  the  Operation  incommod- 
ing her  fo  little  that  ftie  ufed  to  go  into  the  Country  the 
Day  after  it.  He  propofes  here  by  Way  of  Queilion, 
whether  the  Extirpation  of  the  Ovarium,  when  it  is  drop- 
fical  from  hard  or  fchirrous  Tumors,  might  not  be  fafely 
attempted  ;  as  we  fee  every  Day  Brutes  furvive  the  Extirpa- 
tion of  their  Ovaria  ?  Memoir,  de  V  acaL  de  chirurgie^  vol 
\\.p.  458. 

Peritoneum 
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Peritoneum  which  formed  the  Sac  of  an  in- 
guinal Hernia  which  had  been  reduced  (x),  is 
known  by  the  common  Marks  of  fuch  Tumors, 
and  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  Collections  of 
Water  between  the  Coats  of  the  Tefticle,  by  the 
Teflicle  being  ftill  felt  at  the  lower  Part  of  it  j 
whereas  in  the  latter  Sort  of  Hydrocele,  the 
Tefticle  floating  in  the  furrounding  Water  can- 
not be  diftin&ly  perceived, 

190.  This  Hydrocele  is  to  be  cured  another 
Hydatides  *  the  Incifion  being  made  on  the  Out- 
fide  of  the  Scrotum,  as  the  Part  where  large 
Veffels  are  moft  certainly  avoided,  the  Water 
moft  readily  evacuated,  and  the  Dreffings 
eafieft  applied  (*). 

(r)  See  fuch  Cafes  in  Gaungeot  Operate  de  CMrurg.  obf 
l8.—Saviardobf.  22.— Le  Dran,  obf  75. 

(s)  Such  Cafes  may  be  feen  in  Bidloo  anaU  tab.  32.  fig* 

m  y  4.___ Le  Dran.  obf.  reflex,  fur. ly  obf  58  &f  75. 

(t)  See  Hiflories  of  fuch  Cures  in  Medic.  Eftys,  vol.  v{ 

$rt..  22. 
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